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Shares slump 
as power bids 
are blocked 


Minister accused of political act 
as £lbn is wiped off values 


The old JFK chair that rocked the Onassis sale 
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PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The Government, yesterday 
bowed to political pressure anil 
unexpectedly blocked two bids 
for electricity generating com- 
panies, wiping £lbn off the val- 
ue of power industry shares. 

The move by Jan Lang. Pres- 
ident of die Board of Trade, to 
prevent National Power buying 
Southern Electric and Power- 
Gen buying Midlands Electric- 
ity brought to.a hall a wave of 
mergers that has swept through 
the electricity industry over the 
last year. 

!t overturned a four-to-one 
majority view at the Monopo- 
lies and Mergers Commission 
that the two' deals - which 
wo.uld have been worth f4Jbn 
- should be conditionally al- 
lowed to go ahead. Mr Lang 
also brushed aside the views of 
his own officiate at the DTI that 
the takeover would cause no 
damage to competition. 

. City and power industry 
sources claimed that Mr Lang 
was sidestepping a political row 
over the impact on competition 
and electricity prices of dis- 
mantling the structure agreed 
for the electricity industry when 
it was privatised ini 990. 

Generation was separated 
from supply and distribution, 
but the bids would have gone a 
long way towards bringing tbe 
two sides of the indusliy back 
together. 

After a leak of the MMC re- 
port earlier this month, senior 
Tories, including Norman La- 
ment, the former Chancellor, 
attacked its conclusions and 


urged the Government to bun 
the takeovers. 

There were also claims that 
Mr Lang's decision was to duck 
further controversy by discour- 
aging a bid from Southern 
Company of the United Stales 
for National Power, 

Southern Company already 
owns a UK electricity compa- 



lan Lang: Brushed aside 
views of DTI officials 

ny. South West Electricity 
(SWEBj. and would face simi- 
lar obstacles to the two banned 
takeovers if its bid went ahead. 

Mr Lang's decision was on 
tbe groundk that National Pow- 
er and POwerGen are electric- 
ity generators and that if they 
were allowed to buy the two re- 
gional supply and distribution 
companies there would be dam- 
age to competition. 

Mr Lang said conditions sug- 
gested by the MMC for allow- 
ing them to go ahead would not 
offset the damage. 

Consumer groups and the 
Labour Party have fiercely crit- 


icised the takeovers and yes- 
terday Margaret Beckett, the 
Labour trade and industry 
spokesman, said she welcomed 
“this respite in the free-for-all 
of merger and takeover activi- 
ty that the Government has al- 
lowed in the electricity 
industry". 

However, she said Labour 
stuck to its view that the whole 
electricity industry should be re- 
ferred lo lhc MMC. because the 
issue of vertical integration be- 
tween generators and supply 
companies had not been res 
solved. 

In defence of his decision to 
snub the MMC, Mr Lang was 
able to cite Professor Stephen 
Liulechild. the electricity reg- 
ulator, John Bridgeman, the Di- 
rector-General of the Office of 
Fair Trading and Patricia Hodg- 
son. the BBC head of policy and 
planning, who was the dissent- 
. ing member of the MMC. 

All three were against the 
bids and Mr Lang's decision 
marked a rare victory for Pro- 
fessor Liulechild. whose scep- 
tical views about the electricity 
takeover wave have until now 
been largely ignored. 

Mr Lang insisted that he 
was not against vertical inte- 
gration in principle, but said that 
it was not appropriate in these 
two cases. 

The DTI underlined the rar- 
ity of a decision to overturn 
MMC clearance of a takeover 
bid by citing as precedent an 
obscure 1988 case of a merger 
between Book Cub Associates 
and Leisure Circle. 

Details, page 19 
Comment, page 21 



Seat of power John Kennedy's rocking chair fetched £291,000, almost 90 tines its estimate, at Sotheby’s sale of iacqui Qnaseis’s estate 


Report, page 3 


‘Cloud-cuckoo’ warning by Major 


DONALD MACINTYRE and 
COUN BROWN 

John Major yesterday con- 
fronted bead bn the extreme 
Europhobes within his party by 
warning they were living in 
“cloud-cuckoo land" if they 
thought Britain could prosper 
outside the European Union. 

In a move calculated to snuff 
out flirtation with the idea of 
eventual withdrawal from Eu- 
rope - an idea fuelled by Sir 
James Goldsmith's high profile 
entiy into British politics - Mr 
Major declared that Britain “is 
not a little England and must 
never become so". 

As John Redwood, the for- 
mer Welsh Secretary and lead- 
ing Euro-sceptic, held talks 
with the anti-EU tycoon in a 
London hotel, the Prime Min- 
ister derided as “naive, dam- 


aging and just plain wrong" the 
idea that Britain faced a choice 
between withdrawal and “going 
along with every demand our 
partners make." 

But in a speech balanced to 
satisfy the party's more main- 
stream Euro-sceptics Mr Major 
gave a dear indication that he 
was prepared to block progress 
at the EU Inter-Governmental 
Conference unless “backdoor" 
imposition of the Social Chap- 
ter on Britain was halted. 

Mr Major denounced in his 
speech to the Institute of Di- 
rectors the "creative" use of 
Health and Safety Provisions - 
over which the UK does not 
have a veto - to usher in mea- 
sures like the 48-hour week 
from w’hich Britain's social 
chapter opt-out should protect 
it, And he promised thai Britain 
would seek to “build a Europe 


f/, 






thai is more in our image a 

Europe of nation states.” 

He warned: “We can’t be ex- 
pected to have confidence in 


European agreements if they 
are subsequently undermined by 
shifts in interpretation. I lake 
this very seriously. 1 don't want 
to be misunderstood about this: 
if old agreements are to be bro- 
ken, I do not see how we can 
reach new ones." 

Nevertheless, pro-European 
MPs professed themselves de- 
lighted at Mr Major's unequiv- 
ocal rebuttal of those Tories and 
sections of the press who have 
begun to contemplate the 
prospect of withdrawal if Britain 
fails to repatriate significant 
powers from Brussels in the 
IGC. 

Edwin a Currie praised Mr 
Major s speech and said: “He’s 
quite right that opponents of the 
EU are in cloud-cuckoo land. 
The biggest cuckoo is James 
Goldsmith and his sidekick 
cuckoo is John Redwood." 


In the 50-minute talks at Lhe 
Dorchester Hotel. Mr Red- 
wood failed to persuade Sir 
James to lift the threat of field- 
ing Referendum Party candi- 
dates against Tory candidates in 
the general election. But Mr 
Redwood is promoting an agen- 
da for tbe renegotiation of the 
Treaty of Rome which he be- 
lieves’ Euro-sceptics will rally 
around, and which could build 
bridges with Sir James. 

"He is still going to carry on. 
1 haven't managed to persuade 
him to back the Conservative 
Party as the best way of achiev- 
ing tbe kind of Europe we 
want. I was not surprised by 
that,” Mr Redwood said. “Both 
of us believe we want a Europe 
of nations . . . (not] a single 
country’ ... 1 believe the Con- 
servative Party is the best means 
of achieve that" 



Dudayev’s last words 

He had lost count of the num- 
ber of times that the Russians 
bad tried to kill him. There bad 
been car bombs,- grenades, and 
a bizzare occasion when he 
was given a knife with an elec- 
tronic homing device in tbe han- 
dle. allowing aircraft to track 
him down. And yet, he said. 
Hashing a cynical grin, “My 
only bodyguard is Allah." 
Dzhokhar Dudayev, the rebel 
Chechen leader killed by the 
Russians on Sunday, gave one 
of his last interviews to Phil 
Reeves Page 11 

Dunblane gun amnesty 

The Home Secretary yesterday 
announced a fir ear ir amnesty 
in rhe wake of the Dunblane 
massacre Page 9 

Bra to detect cancer 

A fibre-optic bra tbat can ex- 
amine the tissues of the breast 
without using harmful X-rays 
has been developed at a Lon- 
don college Page 5 


Teachers to strike over problem boy 


FRAN ABRAMS and 
JUDfTH JUDD 

Teachers at a Nottingham com- 
prehensive will go on indefinite 
strike tomorrow in their dispute 
over a disruptive pupil after 
talks aimed at averting the 
stoppage ended without agree- 
ment 

Ministers responded Lo the 
crisis at Giaisdale School last 
night by saying that parents of 
the most disruptive children 
might lose their right to appeal 
against school expulsions. 

The Nottingham controver- 
sy arose after an appeals 
panel ordered the return of 
13-year-old Richard Wilding 
to lessons. Staff at his school say 


he was involved in more than 30 
violent and disruptive incidents 
in less than two terms. Gillian 
Shephard, the education sec- 
retary, urged teachers at the 
school not to strike, but said 
that pupils who were excluded 
more than once might forfeit 
their rights. 

Twenty of the 38 staff 
at Giaisdale School, recently 
praised by the Labour Party 
for its work with disenchanted 
14-year-olds, will stop work 
after the local authority stressed 
its determination to see Richard 
Wilding return. 

Officials of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
•Union of Women Tbacherswho 
met the authority yesterday 


said the negotiations had run 
out of lime, but hoped a solu- 
tion could be found soon. 

Nigel de Grucby, general 
secretary of the union, said: 
“Maybe the parents can be 
persuaded to do tbe sensible 
thing, because it is obvious 
there has been a total break- 
down in the relationship be- 
tween the pupil and lhe school. 

“All we are doing is striking 
in defence of sensible discipline. 
If the parents were to announce 
they have decided to withdraw 
their child, it might still be in 
Lime lo prevent the strike." 

It seemed that the strike 
might be called off after 
Richard's parents, Rita and 
Philip Wilding, agreed with the 


school’s head on Tuesday that 
he could be taught in isolation 
and in a special unit for the time 
being. Staff objected to a fur- 
ther proposal that be should 
eventually be reintegrated into 
lessons, the boy had been tem- 
porarily excluded three times 
before being sent home per- 
manently in February this year. 

The local authority support- 
ed tbe school’s decision, but an 
independent appeals pone] lat- 
er overturned iL Since Easter. 
Richard has been taught alone 
at the school by a supply teacher 
and has not been allowed to play 
with other pupils at break limes 
or go to the toilet on his own. 

However, Mr de Gruchy 
claimed that the boy had 


threatened another pupil with 
a chair and had been allowed to 
wander around corridors and 
mix with other pupils. 

Last night, the local author- 
ity met the National Union of 
Teachers, which has at least 10 
members at the school and has 
discussed refusing to teach 
Richard. 

Meanwhile, as well as chang- 
ing the rules on appeals, min- 
isters may agree to bead 
teachers' demands that they 
should be allowed to exclude 
children temporarily for more 
than 15 days in one year. At pre- 
sent they must permanently ex- 
clude a child after this period 
has elapsed. 

Education, Section Two 



Beware, the end of the world is nearly nigh 


Historic win for Arafat 

The final phase of the Middle 
East peace talks moved a stage 
closer when the Palestinian 
parliamenl-in-exile was con- 
sidering the removal from its 
charter clauses which call for the 
replacement of Israel with a 
Palestinian state, Page 12 

Today's weather 

Diy and bright in southern and 
central areas. Cloudy in the 
North. Section Tteo, page 33 




TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

The end of Lhe world is nigh. 
But don’t tear up the life 
insurance policy - for it will not 
happen for at least another 
1,140,000 years. 

Around about then, accord- 
ing to calculations by an Italian 
mathematician, the asteroid 
Eros, which is currently safety 
in the ambit of the planet Mais. 
will swing out of its orbit and 
crash into the Earth. Such spe- 
cific predictions are unknown in 
science, being conventionaffy 
regarded as the province of 
theologians and soothsayers. 

Since Eros is twice the size 
and about 10 times as heavy as 
the extra-terrestrial projectile 
which is now thought to have 
done for the dinosaurs some 65 


1033: Thousandth anniversary - of the 
Crucifixion, as wasthen believed. In Northern 
France and Germany there was real expecta- 
tion that Jesus w ould re turn to reign in glory. 
1534-35: The Anabaptists of Munster, Germany 
launched a reign of terror in the imminent 
expectation of Christ's second coming. 

1842: American Wilfiam Milter said after study- 
ing ttie OW Tfestament that the vrorid would end 


in October 1842, later known among his fol- 
lowers as the great disappointment’. 

1914: The Mlllerfte movement, later Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, believed that the Bible predicted 
the end of the world in 1914. 

2000: Evangelical protestants are convinced ' 
that the work! will really end this time. Exact I 
dates no longer fashionable, but millions of 
pentecostals say we are living rn the end-times, j 


million years ago, the impact of 
this asteroid — 22 kilometres in 
diameter — would probably 
extinguish almost all hfe on the 
planet. 

Paolo Farinella, a math- 
ematician at the University of 
Pisa, and two French 
astronomers report their find- 
ings in today’s issue of the 
scientific journal Natui e. 


The researchers started off by 
carefully examining the para- 
meters of Eros's current path. 
They then ran simulations on 
computer of how it might evolve 
over the coming millennia. 

They discovered "an orbital 
resonance with Mars" - essen- 
tially an interaction between the 
gravity of Mars and Eros itself 
- which was capable of divert- 


ing the asteroid from hs current 
Mars-crossing path onto an 
Earth-crossing path. 

The researchers write that 
their computer calculations 
show that over a period of two 
million years. “Of eight trial 
orbits that closely match Eros's 
present orbital' parameters, 
three become Earth-crossing on 
the time-scale of our simula- 


tions, and one of these hits the 
Earth after 1.14 minion years." 

But they stress that the orbits 
of small planetoids like Eros are 
very “chaotic". This does not 
mean that they are incalculable, 
but that reliable predictions 
over long times depend on 
measuring their present posi- 
tions to an unattainable degree 
of accuracy. Tb cope with that, 
the researchers have calculated 
the likelihood of a collision 
and found, perhaps reassur- 
ingly, that although 1.14 million 
years is certainly possible the 
timescale is more likely to be 
about a hundred million years. 

Until now conventional 
scientific thinking has been that 
the end of the world is three or 
four billion years away when the 
sun will have expanded enough 
to swallow us up. 
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you’re not robbed. 
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Hot air gusts through corridors o: 



Whatever the corridors of West- 
minster reek of, it is not usual- 
ly power. Only when Secretaries 
of State emerge from their 
Whitehall fastnesses does the 
Chamber resound to the noise 
of puissance, er, puissing. 

Take yesterday for example. 
During Education questions 
the Junior Education Minister. 
Cheryl Gill an. fielded a plant- 
ed Tory query concerning an al- 
leged Liberal Democrat plan to 
abolish Church schools. Ms 
Gill an deprecated this appalling 
attempt to curtail freedom of 
choice. 

This was too much for the 
Ub-Dcm education spokesman, 
Don Foster, who leaped to his 


feet and bellowed his denial at 
the Tory benches. Mr Foster has 
not grasped that the dozens of 
funny little black things bang- 
ing from the ornate ceiling of 
the Chamber axe microphones. 
Many bombastic people are 
the same, using for public 
speech a volume and intonation 
otherwise reserved-for making 
international phone calls and ex- 
plaining things to foreigners. 
SeveraTschooibovs the 

public gallcrv were jolted awake 
hv the ferocity of his simple as- 
sault: IT IS NOT TRUE ! 

Nor was iL Ms Gillan read 
out the full quote to back her 
arrjument. but the inclusion of 
the original words “in an ideal 


world" made it clear that she 
was misusing what the Lib- 
Detns had said. Now it will ap- 
pear in every Central Office 
briefing. There is nothmg that 
the noisy Mr Foster can do. 

My second illustration of 
poweriessness is Michael Fab- 
ricant, the Tory member for 
Mid-Staffordshire, who intro- 
duced a Ten Minute Bill allow- 
ing him to discuss the matter of 
relations between Britain, 
America, Europe and the rest 
of the world. Space flight and 
inteplanetary exploration were 
somehow omitted from the 
Bill's purview. Which was prob- 
ably a printing error, because no 
aspect of the galactic historical 



DAVID 

A ARONOVITCH 


process is too large or complex 
to daunt Mr Fabricant from hav- 
ing a dear view of it 
Strangely, whatever pan of 
the world is under discussion, 
he has been there, or some- 
where close by. No matter what 
occupation or experience is 


worrying MPs, Mr F has done 
it for a spell or undergone it. 

So he started in Australia and 
skipped, via an alarming series 
of cliches, across America 
(where he had worked in 
Ncwhaven, Connecticut -very 

close to the centre of power in 
Washington, apparently), back 
to Britain, glancing briefly at 
Taiwan. There were windows of 


stewardship, today's reality, the 
future's certainty and - most 
alarmingly - “a fast approach- 
ing crossroads". Duck! Finally 
he*’ confided that “the world is 
going through a time of 
change". I wondered idly 


whether there might have been 
a brief period, perhaps during 
the reign of the tenth Raineses, 
when for ayear or so the world 
had not been going through a 
time of change. Unlikely. 

Mr Fabricant presented his 
little Bill and sat down. Imme- 
diatelv his fellow Conservative, 
Edward Leigh, stood up and 
moved an amendment to the big 
new divorce BiU - and thus il- 
lustrated a third kind of pow - 
eriessness. Mr Leigh does not 
much like divorce. He (rightly) 
worries for children whom, 
studies show, suffer from the 
acrimony of breakdown and 
deprivation of one of their par- 
ents. So far. so good. 


• What he has not yet grasped, 
however, is that there isn’t 
much Parliament can do about 
it He and the other assorted 
JPs, Dames and uxorious busy- 
bodies around him advocate the 
retention of the notion of fault 
to “send a message" from Par- 
liament. Bw even he had toad- 
nrii - albeit reluctantly -that we 
could not return to the days of 
dhi 3 ice trials, hotels in Brighton 
and private detectives. On this 
sort of issue the “message"’, of 
anise, flows the other way. 
Alas, by the time that Mr Leigh 
finished, the only man who 
could possibly haw helped him 
out had left the chamber. Mr 
fabricant was gone. 


Sinn Fein 
rule out 
return to 
ceasefire 


DAVID MCK2TTRICK 

Ireland Correspondent 

The senior Sinn Fein negotia- 
tor Martin McGuinncss yes- 
terday came close to ruling out 
any early resumption of the IRA 
ceasefire, in terms which appear 
to preclude the inclusion of his 
party in the coining political 
negotiations. 

Mr McGuinness's pessimistic 
words left the firm impression 
that no ceasefire is to be ex- 
pected before the British and 
Irish governments convene in- 
ter-party negotiations on 10 
July. The Government has 
made it clear that Sinn Fein will 
be allowed to the table only if 
an IRA ceasefire is in place. 

Both Sinn Fein and the Social 
Democratic and Labour party 
yesterday announced that they 
would be contesting the election 
which is to take place on 30 May. 
The decisions were expected, 
since the Government has indi- 
cated that only parties which 
stand in the election will be el- 
igible to join talks. 

But it now seems that Sinn 
Fein will be fighting the election 
while no ceasefire is in effect, 
which means its successful can- 
didates will obtain a mandate 
which is unlikely to impress 
Unionist parties. The SDLP 
and the Irish government will be 
disappointed that Sinn Fein is 
not to be at the table since they 
and various other elements be- 
lieve that talks without repub- 
licans will have little value or 
chance of success. 


Some reports said yesterday 
that the SDLP had also decided 
to take its seats in the forum 
which is to be composed of 
those elected. Party sources 
said last night that no decision 
had been taken about entering 
the forum, whose very exis- 
tence has been criticised by 
the party in the recent past. 

Mr McGuinness. speaking on 
the BBC’s Newline 6.30 pro- 
gramme. said: “1 certainly think 
at the moment, against the 
background of British govern- 
ment bad faith, that there is no 
prospect whatsoever of a 
restoration of the ceasefire, 
unless we can be in a position 
to convince them that we are go- 
ing to have real and meaning- 
ful peace negotiations." 

He claimed there was a broad 
feeling in the nationalist com- 
munity that the British govern- 
ment and the Unionists “are not 
serious about negotiating an 
bonesi and just settlement". He 
said that at the moment it was 
not worth his while to go to the 
IRA to ask for another ceasefire. 

He demanded the removal of 
all pre-conditions to Sinn Fein 
involvement in talks and re- 
vealed that the ceasefire of 
August 1994 was never perma- 
nent, it was a complete cessa- 
tion which could only have 
been made permanent through 
dialogue between the British 
and Irish governments and all 
the political parties. 

“I think that this was a point 
that was missed during the 
whole course of the ceasefire." 



The artist Cerith Wyn Evans with his installation inverse Reverse Perverse at the White Cube gallery, in St James’s, London Photograph: Justin Westover 


Brown scores over tax ‘lie peddlers’ 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, claimed first blood 
in his battle with tax advisers 
Yesterday as he welcomed the 
cancellation by the leading ac- 
countancy firm KPMG of its 
seminais to advise people how 
to avoid higher taxes under a 
Labour government. 

Mr Brown on Tuesday brand- 
ed tax advisers in general “lie 
peddlers" for predicting the 
levels at which taxes would rise. 
KPMG. which he did not name, 
was the main target of the 
shadow Chancellor’s wrath, 
which was roused particularly by 
the firm’s assumption that, 
where Labour had not an- 


nounced a policy, the policy in 
the 1992 election manifesto 
would probably apply. 

KPMG issued a statement 
yesterday which said that it had 
decided to cancel remaining 
seminars being held under the 
“pre-election tax planning" title. 
A spokesman said: “These sem- 
inars have become something of 
a political football, but we are 
apolitical and we have to main- 
tain that. We will continue to 
give appropriate advice to 
clients who seek it, but not in the 
public forum of seminars." 

But the shadow Chancellor 
was undermined by a survey of 
5 1 Labour general election can- 
didates which found that SO of 
them favoured a new top rate of 
income tax on annual income 


over £60,000. A similar over- 
whelming majority believed that 
a Labour government should 
scrap the Trident nuclear missile 
system, which last year's party 
conference unit voted to keep. 

Paddy Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, kept up the 
pressure on Mr Brown’s re- 
fusal to specify tax rates and lev- 
els. He said: *The.Tories lied to 
us last time. Labour seems to be 
preparing to lie to us next time." 

Mr Ashdown accused 
Labour of befog “so scared of 
their past tax record" that they 
were “caught like frightened 
rabbits in the headlights of the 
Tories' attacks. They refuse to 
say how they will pay for their 
promises. They refuse to com- 
mit themselves to anything”. 


He told a rally in Twickenham, 
south-west London, last night 
"Without more truth on tax, weH 
never restore trust in politics." 

Liberal Democrat officials 
said their policy was to put the 
standard rate of income tax back 
up from 24p to 25p in the pound 
“if necessary - , to increase spend- 
ing on education. They also 
would impose a new 50p top rate 
on incomes over £100.000 a 
year, and use the £lbu revenue 
to raise the level at which peo- 
ple started to pay national in- 
surance contributions and tax — 
taking 750,000 low-paid people 
out of paying taxes and NI con- 
tributions altogether. 

A Liberal Democrat source 
close to Mr Ashdown said: 
“Ours is probably the tax poli- 


cy Labour would like, but they 
won’t say so." 

At the Iasi general ejection. 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
tax policies were similar, with 
the parties only disagreeing on 
the level at which a new 50p top 
rate of income tax would come 
in: the former said £40,000 a 
year, the latter said £50.000. 
Both wanted to abolish the 
limit on NI contributions, which 
meant that those on over 
£22,000 a year would pay more. 

Since then, Mr Brown has 
scrapped all Labour's tax com- 
mitments and, in the vole on the 
lp cut in the standard rate of in- 
come tax in last year's Budget. 
Labour officially abstained, 
while the Liberal Democrats and 
10 Labour rebels voted against 
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Child sex claims: Inquiry team seeks assurances over final report 

Letter highlights ‘worrying’ fear 


ROGER DOBSON 

An independent inquiry team 
investigating allegations of sex- 
ual abuse of young children at 
a council-run centre for children 
in Newcastle has asked for 
reassurances that its report will 
be published. 

Dr Richard Barker and the 
team have been told that the 
local authority's lawyers are 
now investigating whether the 
report should be published in 
the wake of the controversial de- 
cision in North Whies not to 
publish the 300-page report 
into a decade of child abuse at 
children’s homes in Clwyd. 

A confidential letter to the 
team from Newcastle council’s 
lawyers saw that a barrister who 
chaired another inquiry, will be 
asked for advice. It says: “Hope- 
fully he can provide us with am- 
munition wc could use should 
there be any dispute with our 
insurers." 

The move by Dr Richard 
Barker and his three colleagues, 
who were called in to investigate 
by the city council in Newcas- 
tle. follows widespread con- 
cent about the influence of 
insurers in the Clwyd investi- 
gation and the subsequent non- 
publication of .that report. 

William Hague, the secretary 
of State for Wiles, has now told 
councils to find a way of pub- 
lishing the report and he is also 
believed to be talking to other 
ministers about the insurance is- 
sue. John Jillings and the team 
who carried out the investiga- 
tion in Clwyd are also con- 
cerned about the role of 
insurers. Their report reveals 
that the insurers did not 
want an investigation because 
of the useful information it 
might provide for possible 
litigants. 

The Newcastle inquiry was 



Victims 
of the 
abusers 


set up following allegations 
that young children at a coun- 
cil-run nursery had been sexu- 
ally abused by workers. It is 
understood that at least 29 chil- 
dren are alleged 10 have been 
victims of abuse. 

The team is led by Dr Bark- 
er, principal lecturer in social 
work at the University of 
Northumbria. Other members 
are Dr Jacqui Saradjian, a clin- 
ical psychologist specialising in 


child abuse issues, Roy Wardell. 
a former director of social ser- 
vices in Barnsley, and Judith 
Jones, a social worker. 

Dr Barker said yesterday: 
“Wc were told when’ we began 
that the report would be pub- 
lished and have no reason to be- 
lieve that that position has 
changed." He declined to make 
any farther comment. 

The council letter refers to a 
report which says that the duty 
of an authority to protect its fi- 
nances from legal action mav 
take precedence over the duty 
to protect children from the mis^ 
takes and failings of the past 
“If this is correct it is very 
worrying,"ihe letter says. 

Meanwhile, the lawyers of 
councils who took over from 


Social workers’ 
list a step closer 



NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Formation of a social workers* 
register to help protect children 
and others in their care will be 
taken a step further today when 
John Bowis, the junior health 
minister, is expected to promise 
mat the Government will take 
a constructive approach to such 
a list. 

However, his pledge will stop 
well snort of a commitment to 
introduce such a body, modelled 
on the lines of the General 
Medical Council and the nurs- 
es council. 

Members can be struck off 
both of these for malpractice. 

Bui amid mounting demands 

for such action in the wake of 
a siring of scandals in chil- 


dren s and old people’s homes, 
Mr Bowis will tel! a conference 
of the Association of Directors 
of Social Services in Cambridge 
that he recognises the issue 
needs to be tackled. 

And while there are practi- 
cal difficulties over creating 
Such a body, be is expected to 
promise publication this sum- 
mer of a long-awaited consul- 
tation document on the idea 
which will “expose these issues 
constructively". 

lb date. Mr Bowis has said 
only that he has “an open 
mind" over the idea, and he will 
today highlight difficulties 
which include the possibility 
that the council could cover a 
million people if everyone 
working in social services was 
covcred- 


Clwyd County Council in local 
government reorganisation met 
yesterday to discuss what action 
to take following Mr Hague's 
instruction that they produce a 
publishable version of the 
Jillings report. 

The lawyers will now report 
back lo their councils and there 
are fears that it may take 
weeks for decisions to be made 
as the reports of the lawyers be- 
come entangled in the month- 
ly and in one case, two-monthly 
committee cycles of the coun- 
cils. 

Andrew Loveridge, from 
Flintshire council, said after 
the meeting: “The legal advis- 
ers have now met and will be 
briefing their own leaders and 
chief executives. 

“Until everyone has received 
that briefing and a mechanism 
has been agreed by the councils 
to take this forward, Flintshire, 
which has a co-ordinating role, 
is not in a position to make any 
further comment.*' 

Flintshire is already looking 
at the possibility that an agree- 
ment may not be reached. The 
council has told the Secretary 
of State for Wiles that if the 
councils cannot agree he will 
have to appoint an arbitrator. 

The letter also says that Mr 
Hague now has all the other re- 
ports and legal advice and is the 
best person to make a decision. 

It adds: “With all that in- 
formation dearly you are the 
person best placed to consid- 
er all of (he issues including 
whether or not you should call 
a fall judicial review." 

The letter also tackles Mr 
Hague about not acting when 
the report was sent lo him by 
Clwyd council. 

“It is dear that you have sin- 
gularly failed to grasp the op- 
portunity presented lo you by 
Clwyd," it says. 


IN BRIEF 


Soccer club sells c 
own-label whisky 

Manchester: United football 
club launches its .pwn-Jabel 
whisk? today featuring the 
ream's Rod Devil crest and 
sold in bars a'.Old Trafford, off- 
licences and supermarkets. Itis- 
made by the ScotlMt distiUery • 
I~' a tgoroon J theworidsbiggest 
own-label whisky producer and 
supplier to Tescoand Safeway. 

The £jwJ99Scotdtwtfl addto 
United’s marketmgand mer- 
chandising income already 
£ 23 Jin a year, but alcohol 
watchdogs are worried that it 
will appeal to under-age 
drinkers. “Some youngsters are 
obsessive about football and 
with a club as big as Manches- 
ter United there is a clamour for 
their products,” said Mark 
Bennett of Alcohol Concern. 

Stab death charges 

Two men have been charged 
with the murder of a midwife 
found stabbed to death in her 
home 19 months ago. Kathleen 
Hempsall. 40, was found lying 
in a pool of blood in a down- 
stairs room of her bouse in the 
Castle area of Lincoln on 1 1 Oc- 
tober last year. Police said Per- 
ry Calvert, 20, and Alan Mark 
Boulter, 20, who both come 
from the Lincoln area, would . 
appear before local magistrates. ' 

Mine blown up 

Bomb disposal experts blew up 
a fourth Second World Wir 
anti-invasion mine found on a 
beach during clearance of sea 
defences uncovered by recent 
low tides. The first three 20Jb 
mines found at Longsands, east 
Cornwall, were blown up last 
Friday since when the beach has 
been closed to the public. All 
the mines were attached to 200 
metres of scaffolding revealed 
by shifting sands below the 
army firing area at Tregantle 
Fort in Whitsand Bay. 

Island sale halted 

The planned sale of a Scottish 
island famous for its otters was 
halted after a plea from the an- 
imal and conservation charity 
Born Free Foundation for more 
time to consider its future. The 
six-acre Eilean Ban off the Isle 
of Skye was to have been auc- 
tioned in Glasgow with a reserve 
price of £40,000. The uninhab- 
ited island contains a defunct 
lighthouse and two empty cot- 
tages. It was the home of the 
author Gavin Maxwell, who 
wrote Ring Of Bright Water. 

£5m video raid 

A police raid smashed a video' 
pirating operation worth up lo v 

£5m. West Yorkshire police 
seized 1,500 videos and 35 video 
recorders in the raid on a house 
in little Horton. Bradford. The 
videos included some of the lat- 
est releases and porn films. 

The detectives were helped by 
officers from the Federation 
against Copyright Theft. A 40- 
year-old man was arrested and 
is being questioned. 

Queen's complaint 

The Press Complaints Com- 
mission upheld a complaint by . 
tbe Queen over a magazine 
article which named her as 
Britain’s wealthiest woman. 

The Commission concluded 
that the magazine BusmessAge 
failed to check its facts, made 
a number of errors and pre- 
sented speculation as estab- 
lished fact when assessing the 
Queen’s personal fortune at 
£2.2bn. Editor Peter Kirwan 
maintained that his magazine's, 
valuation of the Queen's wealth 
was justified and legitimate. 

Higgins *too ill’ 

The snooker player Alex Hig- 
gins is too ill to stand trial for 
assault, a court was told. The 47- 
year-old former world champi- 
on was due to appear before 
magistrates in Stockport, 
Cheshire, accused of assaulting 
a 14-year-old boy and a police jfc 
officer in the execution of his 
duty. They adjourned the case 
till June after reading state- 
ments from his solicitors and a 
consultant surgeon regarding 
Higgins's medical condition. 

Walker found dead 

Rescuers found the body of an 
elderly walker missing on 
Britain's highest mountain. The 
71-year-old roan set oul lo scale 
4,406ft Ben News by a high 
rocky ridge but failed to return. 
Mountain rescue teams found 
his body in Coire Leis, a snow 
covered gully. . 
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news 


’ Labour 
keeps Tory 
divorce 
plan alive 


COUN BROWN, 

DONALD MACINTYRE AND 
STEPHEN GOODWIN 

The Government was last night 
forced to rely on Labour to win 
the Erst crucial vote on ils con- 
troversial Divorce Bill in the 
teeth of a revolt bv more than 
100 Tory MPs. 

MPs last night decisively re- 
jected attempts by leading *Iuty 
MPs — hacked by eight minis- 
■ frs — to maintain the concept 
of fault in divorce proceedings 
on a free vote on the Family 
Law Bill in the Commons. 

But it was the Opposition s 
support wfiieh ensured (hat a 
substantial revolt of more than 
KMI Tories led by the former 
Trade minister Edward Leigh 
failed to reverse plans (o in- 
troduce no- fault divorces after 
one year. The move was was de- 
feated by 267 votes to 137. 

The rebellion was supported 
by former Cabinet ministers 
John Redwood and John Pat- 
ten, at least one whip and at 
least 1U serving ministers in- 
cluding David Maclean and 
Ann Widdccombe of the Home 
Office. David Davis (Foreign 
Office) David Willetts (Pa blit 
Services) and John Bowis 
(Health). It had also bad the 
backing of most Ulster Union- 
ists and several Eurosccpiks, in- 
cluding Richard Shepherd and 
Sir Teddy Taylor. 

Mr Patten said immediately 
after the vote that the Govern- 
ment should now halt further 
progress on the Bill because “it 
was now in the hands of the Op- 
position." 

The hostility to the Lord 
Chancellor’s measure was so 
great that the Government 
whips conceded a free vote. 

,3 Opening committee stage 
debate on the BDL Mr Leigh 
warned that the move by the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Mack- 
ay of CTashfcrn. would make di- 
vorce easier and push up the 
rate of marriage breakdowns. 


Leading Tories backing the 
two crucial amendments had 
complained about pressure be- 
ing put on ministers and others 
in the so-called “payroll vote 
to toe the line. Some reports 
have claimed that up to 20 
ministers privately back the 
changes. 

Mr Leigh, whose motion 
would also have abolished 
“quickie divorces" on the 
grounds of fault, warned of the 
"catastrophic effects" of divorce 
on children. Parliament, he said, 
could not stop it hut aiuld lay 
down a “moral cornerstone" for 
guidance to marriage partners. 

The concept uf fault should 
be retained “not because we 
want to say. ‘you are guilty, you 
should admit it' and build up bit- 
terness in a marriage. Bui it 
serves a purpose sometimes to 
say. Tm Sony. I was wrong’." 

Patrick NichoHs (Tory MP for 
Teign bridge ) recalled bis expe- 
rience as a divorce lawyer in a 
speech strongly advocating (he 
Bill's elimination of fault as a 
means of reducing the misery in 
divorce. “One thing I Icaml fair- 
ly quickly was that the ph of mis- 
ery and unhappiness which two 
people locked in deadlock in 
matrimony can cause each oth- 
er is absolutely bottomless. 

“And now ]’m older. I’m at 
that rather miserable time of my 
life when I have to look at the 
marriages of my friends, which 
1 thought were as stable as I be- 
lieve my own to be. and see 
them cascading around me. It 
brings home to me in a very real 
way just how utterly miserable 
a divorce situation is." 

Sir Edward HeaLh strongly 
supported Lord Mackay's Bill 
and said it would be “absolutely 
wrong" to restore fault. The for- 
mer Prime Minister said he 
did not believe it was any solu- 
tion to the problem of marital 
breakdown to make divorce 
more difficult. If divorce was 
made more difficult fewer peo- 
ple would get married. 



No ban on Beefeaters: Three new Yeoman Warders during their first day on duty at the Tower of London yesterday. Phillip Parker, Andrew 
Thomson and Trevor Hughes joined the famous body, established in 1486, to take visitors around the Tower of London Photograph: Brian Harris 


‘Murder weapon’ was given to police 


The barrister appearing for 
a businessman convicted of 
murdering his girlfriend’s par- 
ents surprised the Court of 
Appeal yesterday when he 
revealed details of a shotgun 
which “could have been used*’ 
in the killings. 

The gun was handed in at 
Tonypandy police station in 
South Wales on 22 September 
1995 - five months after 
Jonathan Jones. 37. was jailed 
for life for the murders. 

Police traced the single-bar- 
relled pump action weapon 
back to a farmworker. Jeff 
Ayres. He was known to Harry 
Tooze, 64, and his 67-year-old 
wife Megan, who were both shot 
in the back of the head at their 
farmhouse in Uanharry. Mid 
Glamorgan, in July 1993. 

Mr John Rees QC told the 
three appeal judges that police 


investigating the murders ques- 
tioned Mr Ayres, who lived 
near the Toozes, shortly after 
the killings and he denied 
owning a shotgun. 

“This was a lie. At the time 
of the killings it was hidden in 
his attic and could have heen 
used in the murders," said Mr 
Rees, who added that Ayres had 
worked for the Toozes shortly 
before the murders. 

Mr Rees said the gun, which 
had been offered for sale with 
ammunition for 31, was hand- 
ed in to police by a colleague 
of Mr Ayres. He wanted noth- 
ing to do with it because it 
had allegedly been used in the 
killings.” 

The disclosure eame at the 
end of the third and final day 
of submissions by Mr Rees to 
Lord Justice Rose, Mr Justice 
Dyson and Mr Justice Gage. 


Earlier in the day. he had told 
them that Jones did have an 
alibi but it was treated unfair- 
ly by the judge at his trial. 

Jones gave evidence at New- 
port Crown Court that on the 
day of tbc murders he was at 
his fiat in Hollingbounte Tow- 
ers. Orpington. Kent, and spoke 
to a lift engineer there. 

From a scries of photographs 
shown to him by police, he 
picked out a man working on 
the lifts at the Oats that day who 
was not a regular member of the 
maintenance team, said Mr 
Rees. 

Jones said he remembered 
speaking to the man. Ronald 
Bell, on Monday. 26 July. 1993. 
Mr Bell told him that the lift 
would be back in operation by 
the following weekend. 

Mr Rees said Jones judged 
the time he spoke to the engi- 


neer as between 1.00pm and 
1.30pm because when he 
reached his flat either Neigh- 
bours or Home and Away, the 
Australian dramas, was being 
shown on television. 

The prosecution had alleged 
that Mr Bell could not remem- 
ber the conversation and all 
three lift engineers believed 
they would have reached the 
flats later than 130pm, after 
their lunch break. 

Mr Rees said: "What an in- 
credible-piece of luck this was 
if this was a false alibi that he 
should have picked out Mr Bell 
rather than other men he had 
seen working on the lifts for 
some considerable time, but 
who were not there that day." 

He said the trial judge. Mr 
Justice Rougicr, had directed 
the jury on the prosecution 
argument that it was unfortu- 


nate for Jones that the arrival 
time at his flat did not coincide 
with the workmen's account 
and that this was the one day 
they were not there because of 
a late lunch. 

“The way be dealt with the 
timing was unfair on die evi- 
dence and circumstances which 
emerged. In any view, the 
timings were close,” argued Mr 
Rees. The difference was 
between 1 30pm - the time giv- 
en by Jonathan Jones - and 
1.45pm. when the lift engineers 
said they returned. 

Mr Rees said the judge also 
placed insufficient emphasis 
on the “unique features" of the 
day related to the police by 
Jones, which he could not have 
known about unless he had 
been at the flats in KenL 

The bearing was adjourned 
until today. 


Birth of a new legend as relics of Jackie 0’s 
Camelot snapped up for a king’s ransom 


DAVID USBORNE 

New Ybrk 

Even Sotheby's own staff could 
not stifle the occasional giggle. 
On Tuesday night, the well- 
heeled and super-rich of Amer- 
ica assembled for the first 
session of the Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis estate sale in 
New York, instantly sending 
prices through the roof and all 
the way to saleroom legend. 

"All I can tell you about 
tonight is that it has surpassed 
our wildest expectations.” the 
auctioneer for evening, Diana 
Brooks, said breathlessly af- 
terwards. As to what had pos- 
sessed bidders both in the room 
and around the worldto spend 
so much, she replied: “This is 
about history". 

3 History indeed. Embodied 
• in the collection of antiques, art- 
works and not always especial- 
ly distinguished knick-knacks, 
on the block in nine sale sessions 
ending on Friday, is the endur- 
ing mythology of the Kennedy 
Camelot era. With every item 
there is the tantalising knowl- 
edge that it was either touched, 
worn, sal on, eaten off or posed 
for by Jackie or her husband, the 
late President. 



Pieces of history: JFK's humidor (above), sold for 
$598,000 and Jackie’s tape measure, sold for $48,875 



But even in the sale itself 
there is histoty-in-the-makmg. 
According to the Sotheby’s 
“suggested bid" prices, the en- 
tire sale was meant to tyuvest 
a mere S33m to $4.6m for 
Jackie's children. John and 


Caroline. The final tally could 
now climb as high SlOOm. 

The fever that characterised 
Tuesday returned yesterday 
morning with marry items sell- 
ing for more than ten limes 
Sotheby's estimates. Due to go 


under the hammer later yes- 
terday: a giant diamond ring 
given as an engagement gift to 
Jacqueline by her second hus- 
band Aristotle Onassis. Its sug- 
gested price: between $500,000 
and $600,000. 

That Tuesday evening was fast 
going to test the bounds of san- 
ity became obvious with Lot 10. 
The revolving display at the 
head of the room did its game- 
show-like spin and revealed a 
footstool so small only the front 
rows could properly see it. It was 
scuffed and tatty and had a sug- 
gested price of S100-S150. “1 
think I'll just start the bidding 
at $5,000,” Ms Brooks teased. 
Sixty seconds later and it was 
gone for $33350. But then this 
was the stool given to Caroline 
to help her climb onto a White 
House window seaL 

It was pieces like that, with a 
dear emotional tie to the 
Kennedy years, that really put 
the zeros on the cheques. The 
highest price of the night was for 
a walnut cigar humidor given (o 
JFK by the comedian Milton 
Beiie. It triggered a bidding con- 
test that bad the audience gasp- 
ing. Finally, Marvin Shanken, 
owner of CigprAfficionado mag- 
azine, won it for $598,000. 


Lot 56 was one of two oak 
rocking chairs used by JFK in 
the White House to soothe his 
aching back. Within ten seconds 
of Ms Brooks taking bids, its 
price had leaped from 3 sug- 
gested $3,000 to $70,000. Not 
much later, the hammer fell on 
a price, including Sotheby’s 
commission, of $442300. 

The tiniest item was a tape- 
measure. Granted, it was nol 
the normal DIY variety, but a 
silver-cased one, made by 
Tiffany & Co of New York and 
initialised JBK (Jacqueline Bou- 
vier Kennedy). “A woman has 
to buy this," Ms Brooks cajoled 
as the bidding narrowed down 
to a man and a woman in the 
sale room. It was the man - a 
New York decorator - who 
pocketed it for S48.S75. 

On an evening that was 
somewhere between the Ocars 
night and a celebrity garage sale, 
tbe sublime prices brought ex- 
citement, but for some, frus- 
tration as weH Karen Mudd and 
her husband had flown up from 
Florida with their eyes on tbe 
Tiffany measure. They kept 
bidding until eight grand and 
then gave up. “We are a little 
disappointed." she said. “The 
prices were simply amazing." 


Apocalyptic blow 
for Potter drama 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The unique accord to honour 
Dennis Poller’s dying wish that 
his final dramas Karaoke and 
Coid Lazarus be shown on both 
BBC1 and Channel 4 looked a 
little fragile last night 

After splitting the dramas 
between them - one cost far 
more to make than (he other - 
as well as hosting a joint launch 
and even producing a joint 
press release, the world might 
have hoped for a peaceful 
ending to such a historic col- 
laboration. Unfortunately not. 

The first instalment of 
Karaoke starts at 9.30pm on 
BBC1 on. Sunday and will be 
repeated on Channel 4 the next 
night. But far from supporting 
its erstwhile rival, Channel 4 
has scheduled tbe seminal 
Francis Ford Coppola movie. 
Apocalypse Now, directly 
against it. 

This contrasts with its some- 
what less punchy repeat Chan- 
nel 4 put out at 9pm last Sunday 
- a documentary about the 
British bombings of Kurdistan 
villages in the 1920s and L930s. 

The Sunday before, Channel 
4 also scheduled a documentary. 


That was about the exploitation 
of deep sleep therapy in an 
Australian hospital in the 1960s 
and 1970s. 

Die schedules reveal that 
Channel 4 has brought forward 
its Sunday night film by an 
hour in an apparent attempt to 
reduce the audience BBCl 
attracts to the first showing of 
Karaoke. By contrast, the BBC 
plans to show Panorama in its 
normal slot when Karaoke is 
repeated on Channel 4 at 10pm 
on Monday. 

It will be followed by Om- 
nibus, documenting the history 
of the Comic Relief charity on 
its 30th anniversary. 

Channel 4 claimed innocence 
yesterday. A spokesman said: 
“BBCl has chosen an extremely 
popular documentary to put 
against us on Monday, about 10 
years of Comic Relief Poten- 
tially it’s the most popular Om- 
nibus in the run. Apocalypse 
Now has been seen many times 
and we brought tbe film forward 

because it is so long. I don’t 
think the BBC has done us any 
favours.” 

The BBC appeared to be 
unfazed. “Channel 4 has an 
obligation to run an alternative," 
a spokesman said. 


Model 

denies 

affair 

with 

Oyston 

A mode! broke down in tears 
yesterday when she was chal- 
lenged over her claims that she 
was raped as a 1 7-vear-old vir- 
gin by the media tycoon. Owen 
Oyston. 

The woman, now 25. told a 
jury at Liverpool Crown Court 
that she had “detested" Mr 
Oyston. 62, from the time she 
first met him in a restaurant. 

“He came across as being 
slimv and creepy," she told the 
court. Mr Oyston. who has 
wide media interests and is 
chairman of Blackpool Football 
Club, denies raping her and rap- 
ing and indecently assaulting an- 
other teenage model at his 
mansion near Lancaster. 

“He smells of Obsession af- 
tershave by Calvin Klein. The 
smell now always makes me feci 
sick,” she said- 

She said that since she was 
raped by the millionaire she bad 
done promotional work for 
Calvin Klein and it had brought 
back “horrible memories”. 

She denied she had ever 
been seen being on affectionate 
terms with Oyston. And when 
asked if she had ever said she 
intended to marry him she 
replied: ’After he had raped 
me? That would be absurd." 

But the woman agreed that 
since the alleged rape in 1988 
she had met Mr Oyston on oc- 
casions in London where she 
had gone to work. 

Die woman broke down in 
tears as Anthony Scrivener QC. 
for the defence. questioned her 
aver her early working life and 
the date on which she said she 
joined the Manchester model- 
ling agency. Model Team, 
whose owner, Peter Marlin, in- 
troduced her to Mr Oyston. 

She said: “They have had pri- 
vate investigators asking my 
friends when 1 was 10 years old 
if I was a virgin. They have gone 
through my personal life with 
private investigators and re- 
porters turning up . . . tearing 
my whole life apart." 

In another tearful outburst 
duringseveral hours of cross-ex- 
amination. she insisted: “This in- 
cident did happen in 1988 when 
I was 17-years-oId. Who is on 
trial?” 

Later, as Mr Scrivener ques- 
tioned her about working in a 
fashion shop in her borne town 
during the time she claims the 
incident took place, she told him 
angrily: “What a waste of time." 

The woman, with close- 
cropped blonde hair, insisted 
she had joined the Manchester 
agency while stfll working part- 
time for the fashion shop. 

But she admitted that at an 
earlier magistrates' court com- 
mittal hearing, she bad lied 
under oath to knock two years 
off her age. 

She told the court: “1 have al- 
ways lied about ray age. Ask 100 
people and 90 will tell you 
women always lie about then- 
age. 

“I am in the modelling busi- 
ness. Certain clients ask for girls 
of a certain age. Some girls 
would lie and make out they are 
younger or older to get a cer- 
tain job. Girls in their thirties 
would say they are 23." 

She also admitted to Mr 
Scrivener that she could not re- 
member the day or month or 
the season of the year when the 
rape had taken" place, even 
though she agreed it was “the 
most traumatic event" of her 
life. 

The jury of eight women and 
four men was told during Mr 
Scrivener's questioning that (be 
case was a re-trial of the alle- 
gations involving the first 
woman after a jury at Man- 
chester Crown Court failed to 
reach a verdict on the rape 
charge and cleared Oyston of an 
accusation that he indecently as- 
saulted her. 

The case continues. 
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©heck out these unbelievable prepaid weekly prices, from the 
world's #1 car rental company. 

<£)nd whats more, they're backed by the unbeatable Hertz 
Price Promise Guarantee* 

Whether you're heading for die sun and sea in Spain, 
orforcnol cruising in California, all mads lead to Hertz. 
Alternatively, if you’re going tn Paris, why not 
ask about our magical offers with Disneyland^ 
Paris. Combining ear hire with theme park 
tickets, all with the wave of a wand. 

®o get your holiday moving, simply call 
your local travel agent, or the dedicated 
Hertz Leisure Line (24 hours a day) on: 

0990 90 60 90 
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Woman in coma 
allowed to die 



ROS WYNN E-JONES 

A woman who has been in n 
persistent vegetative state for 
the past four years is to be 
allowed to die after a court ruled 
yesterday that doctors could 
stop artificially feeding her. 

In a historic ruling. Lord 
Cameron of Lochbroora said 
treatment of Janet Johnston, 
who has been in PVS since 1992 
as a result of seizures she suf- 
fered after taking a drugs over- 
dose, could be discontinued. 

PVS. as distinct from a coma, 
is defined by the Royal College 
of Physicians as where a patient 
has been in a vegetative state, 
unaware of slate ‘or environ- 
ment, for more than 12 months. 

Relatives said the decision 
had been agonising. Peter John- 
ston, who wanted his wife to die 
with dignity, wept as he heard 
the court's ruling. "It is the right 
decision,” he said from his 
home in Lanarkshire. “I knew 
it was coming, but it is so hard 
to take. Janet was my only love 
and we were together for thir- 
ty years, but it will be a big re- 
lief when she finally gets peace." 

In Scotland's first "right to 
die” ruling. Lord Cameron told 
the Court of Session in Edin- 
burgh; “i am satisfied from the 
evidence that it is no longer pos- 
sible to suggest that the con- 
tinuance of the treatment . . . 
is of any benefit to her." 

His judgment was postponed 
for a day after a lawyer ap- 


pointed to represent Mrs John- 
ston's interests made a final ap- 
peal for her life. Colin 
McEachran QC said there were 
many cases of coma victims 
showing signs of recovery after 
many months and that science 
always offered hope. 

Lord Cameron, however, 
said it would be a ‘'dereliction 
of the court's duty” not to gran t 
the ruling sought by the Law 
Hospital NHS Trust in La- 
narkshire, allowing her to die. 

The hospital, supported by 
medical opinion from four in- 
dependent sources, bad told the 
court that Mis Johnston was in 
a “persistent vegetative state 
with no prospect of recovery". 

Dr John Browning, Law Hos- 
pital's medical director, said 
once artificial feeding is with- 
drawn Mrs Johnston would be 
•expected to die within 10 to 14 
days. "These steps will be han- 
dled with compassion and sen- 
sitivity." he added. 

As news of yesterday’s ruling 
reached families with experi- 
ence of parents and children in 
PVS, some reacted with anger 
and disbelief. Eileen Baldwin, 
whose daughter came round 
from a seven-month coma, con- 
demned yesterday’s decision as 
"like murder". Mrs Baldwin, of 
Gravesend, said: “I would nev- 
er have given up.” 

But Mr Johnston said: ‘'No- 
body understands how I feel . . 
. you just couldn't understand 
the stress and the pain." 


Star attraction: Workers for Southern Water preparing Brighton’s Victorian sewers for guided tours of the underground system during the 
annual Brighton Festival next month. The company says the East Sussex town’s tours are a sell-out Photograph; Stewart Goldstein 


‘Hostility’ 

of Labour 
MPto 
Blair aide 


MICHAEL 


STREETER 


a Tnbour MP told the - 
Court yesterday of his hc__ 
wMnwards Tony Blair s press 
Alistair Ca»PteB. 
George Gall°* a y' MP for 
GlSow HWhead, was giving 

sSsasrsns: 

&oup for nal1 - 

cions falsehood. 

Ailason claims that Camp- 
be" .hen the Daily Afirori 
political editor, and former 
Edteamie McSmith, targeted 

SftyM? writes *■*» 

MPs had signed an early day 

motion attacking the member 

for Torbay over libel dana^s 
he had received from MGN. All 
three defendants deny the 
claims, which arise from an 
article in the Daily Minor on 20 
November 1992. « 

Mr Galloway told of me per- 
sonal history’ between himself, 
Mr Campbell, and former Mir- 
ror Group owner Robert 
Maxwell. "My feelings are a 
man who can serve with such 
gusto the greatest thief of the 
•>0th century in this country is 
a person to be kept a wary ey e 
on.” He added: “1 always kept 
a weather eye on what he was 
up to, whieh was generally no 
good." The case continues. 



Op Dorttmities in health, edneation, natural resources, business and technical development. 

and teacher trainers; nurses, midwives, doctors, 
Htnri«irs, pharmacists, laboratory technicians and 
therapists; agriculturalists; fisheries, forestry and 
livestock experts; administrators, accountancy/ 
computer trainers, and small business advisers; 
co mmunit y workers and teachers of people with 
disabilities; builders and mechanics. 

Personal qualities should include adaptability, 
cultural sensitivity and a sense of humour. You 
should also be without dependants, able to spend at 
least two years overseas working for a modest living 
allowance and have unrestricted right of re-entry 
to the UK. 

More information on working as a VSO volunteer is 
obtainable from: VSO Enquiries Unit, 317 Putney 
Bridge Road, London SW15 2PN. 


How many times in the course of a busy 
professional career have you muttered to yourself, 
"There must be more to life than this?” 

There is of course - and more than 2,000 VSO 
volunteers working overseas at this moment could 
tell you so. 

As a volunteer, you would usually spend at least two 
years sharing your skill with people in any of 56 
developing countries. 

The work is the most valuable contribution anyone 
could make to the relief of poverty and under- 
privilege. The experience, the most rewarding thing 
in the world. 

VSO has opportunities for experienced English, 
Maths and Science teachers, specialist teachers 



VSO enables men and women 10 work alongside people in poorer countries in order to share 
skills, build capabilities and promote international understanding and action. in the pursuit of 
a more equitable world. 
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EU rebuke for Major 
over beef plans delay 


STEVE BOG GAN and 
KATHERINE BUTLER 

John Major was given a humil- 
iating rebuke by Jacques San- 
ter, the European Union 
President, yesterday as the 
Prime Minister admitted to 
farmers that the beef debacle 
was the "biggest crisis" he had 
ever faced. 

In a message to Mr Major, 
Mr San ter warned that Britain’s 
delay in presenting plans to wipe 
out “mad-cow disease" was se- 
riously damaging prospects for 
an early lifting of the EU ban. 

European Commission offi- 
cials were said to have been 
“amazed” yesterday when Dou- 
glas Hogg, the Agriculture Min- 
ister, arrived for talks with 
Franz Fischler, the EU Agri- 
culture Commissioner, with no 
new plans for ending the crisis. 

The National Farmers’ 


Union, frustrated at the minis- 
ter’s failure to act lodged an ap- 
plication for judicial review of 
the ban in the High Court, to 
be followed by a direct appli- 
cation to the European Court 
of Justice next week which will 
include a claim for damages 
likely to am into hundreds of 
millions of pounds. 

Mr Major and Mr Hogg de- 
scribed a meeting with NFU 
members : at Downing Street 
yesterday as "constructive” but 
Mr Hogg admitted later that he 
did not expect an early lifting of 
the ban. Sources at the meeting 
said Mr Major was clearly dis- 
turbed by the effect on Britain's 
beef industry, describing it as ins 
biggest crisis. 

A spokeswoman for the NFU 
in Scotland said: “Our members 
cannot confirm the words pre- 
cisely, but he definitely said 
something to that effect.” 


In his plea for action to Mr 
Major -delivered via Stephen 
Wall, Britain’s permanent rep- 
resentative at the EU-MrSan- 
ter warned that the cost of 
compensating British farmers 
could not be included in the 
ELTs draft budget for 1997, due 
to be tabled next week, without 
British figures on numbers of 
animals to be slaughtered. 

Britain has asked that 70 
per cent of compensation pay- 
ments be met by the EU farm 
budgeL But, with five days to go 
before talks in Luxembourg 
aimed at ending the crisis, the 
Commission has still received 
no written details of how Britain 
intends to stamp out the disease. 

Mr Santer emphasised to 
Mr Major that the Commission 
had no desire to prolong the ban 
but be warned that EU officials, 
who have the last word, would 
not begin to consider a relax- 


ation. let alone a lifting o£,the 
boycott, in the 'absence of a fresh 
plan. 

A spokesman for Mr Santer 
said: "We must see proposals for 
supplementary measures, but 
this is so complicated and so dif- 
ficult that the sooner the better. 
Today rather than tomorrow.” 

Lawyers for the Natiopf 1 
Farmers’ Union believe their 
challenges to the EU directives 
implementing the ban have a 
high chance of success. Their ju- 
dicial review application is 
aimed at the Ministry of Agri- 
culture and Customs and Ex- 
cise, as agents of the EU in 
Britain. 

Counsel for all parties are ex- 
pected to ask a High Court 
judge to refer questions of law 
to the European Court. How- 
ever, that route and the direct 
application could take moaths 
to be heard. 


Humans and cows linked by genes 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

A genetic similarity between 
cows and humans may mean 
that we can catch mad cow dis- 
ease by eating infected beet, yet 
be at no risk of the eauivaJent 
disease, scrapie, from sheep, ac- 
cording to new research. 

A team of British scientists in 
Oxford has discovered a sur- 
prising relation in one aspect of 
a particular gene in cows and 
hominoids (such as humans, go- 
rillas and chimpanzees). Called 
the PrP gene, it makes the “pri- 
on” protein, which is known to 
become misshapen and then 
builds up in the brains and 
spinal cords of cows with bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE), or in humans with 
Crcutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 


(CJD). Both diseases cause loss 
of coordination, have no known 
treatment, and are always fatal. 

But the genetic similarity in 
the PrP gene does not occur be- 
tween hominoids and sheep, 
according to the scientists, from 
the University of Oxford’s de- 
partment of zoology and the Na- 
tional Environment Research 
Council's Institute of Virology. 
This difference may explain why 
humans have never developed 
CJD from eating sheep infect- 
ed with scrapie, the equivalent 
of BSE or CJD, although it has 
existed for 200 years. 

Bui the similarity between 
cows and humans might also ex- 
plain the cause of 10 recent cas- 
es of CJD in young adults. The 
suggestion by expert advisers 
that the cases might have been 
caused by exposure to infected 


beef products sparked off the 
BSE crisis a month' ago. 

The scientists analysed the 
PrP genes by looking'' at their 
“sequence". Every protein is 
made up of long chains of 
shorter molecules, called amino 
adds. The gene determines the 
content and sequence of a min o 
acids in the eventual protein. 

At two points in the PrP 
protein sequence, cows and hu- 
mans have substituted particu- 
lar amino acids for others found 
in other mammals. The proba- 
bility of this being a chance 
event is less than 0:5 per cent, 
according to Mark Pagel, who 
led the project 

“It doesn’t mean that cows 
and humans have a common an- 
cestor,” said Dr Pagel yesterday. 
"When we reconstruct the likely 
evolutionary events, the only 


explanation is that humans and 
cows have independently evol- 
ved these substitutions. There 
must be a positive reason for it 
- which means this substitution 
gave our human ancestors, and 
cows, an advantage in natural 
selection. That would explain 
how it has spread throughout 
the species." 

He does not know what the 
advantage might be, though 
the team suggests in the science 
journal Nature that it could in 
the past have given some resis- 
tance against “prion diseases" 
such as CJD and BSE by mafc> 
mg it harder to catch prion dig 
eases from other species. 

Equally, the substitutions 
could have had some positive 
effect on the function of PrP, 
which recent research suggests 
helps keep vital nerve ceils alive. 
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Best Buy Award. Best price yet. Best call now. 


• INTEL® 75MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 

• 10.4' DUAL SCANSTN COLOUR DISPLAY 

• 8Mb RAM UP6RADEABLET0 40Mb 

• Z56KB LEVEL 2 CACHE 

• 2 PCMCIA TYPEH SLOTS 

• 420Mb REMOVEABLE HARD DRIVE 

• 19mm TRACKBALL MOUSE 

e EXTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE LOCAL BUS VIDEO 
WITH 1Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• ADVANCED SMART LITHIUM ION BATTERY PACK 

• 8.5" DISKETTE DRIVE 

• MICROSOFT® WINDOWS 95 


£ 1,499 (£ 1 , 790.70 

tncl. delivery + VAT f 




In March 1996. the Dell Latitude" XR P75D notebook was honoured with a Best Buy award from What 
to Buy for Business' magazine. Now its an even better buy at our special offer price of just £1.499 

(£1.790.70 ind. delivery and VAT). With its 75MHz Pentium® processor, advanced smart Lithium Ion 
Battery Pack and Dual Scan STN colour screen, its the notebook you 
PSnftWf always wanted to award yourself. Call us now for details of this and 
other Latitude notebooks, including the stunning P75T with TFT 
screen at just £1.899 (£2,26070 ind delivery and VAT). But hurry. 

These prices are only for a limited | 
period. And the prizes go to those ? 
who move fastest. indm 
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High-tech 

bra may 
help spot 
cancer 


JQJO MOVES 

A fibre-optic brassiere that 
avoids using potentially harm- 
ful X-rays could s«»on bo used 
to help delect breast cancer. 

Scientists ai University Col- 
lege London are due "within 
months' - to complete a movable 
bedside imager that uses near- 
infrared (NIR1 light to sec in- 
side the soft tissues of the body. 

Instead of conventional X-ray 
mammography, the imager uses 
32 fibres attached around the 
breast to read and feed back any 
changes taking place. 

" NI R imaging should provide 
an excellent method of pre- 
screening for breast cancer 
because n is particularly gtHx) 
at picking up the changes 
associated with the development 
of small tumours," said Profes- 
sor David Delpy. who is head- 
ing the development team 
within the medical physics and 
bio-engineering department at 
LfCL. Tlie number of Wood ves- 
sels increases significantly 
around a growing tumour and 
NIR can track haemoglobin, the 
red pigment in blood. 

“X-rays axe less effective 
at spotting small rumours. They 
delect the small calcifications 
found in a tumour, but small 
ones often don't contain many 
of these." said Prof Delpy. 
who introduced the method at 
yesterday' s conference. Medical 
Engineering - Improving 
the Quality of Life, at the 
Royal Society of Medicine in 
London. 

Working with N1R light is 
difficult because breast tissue 
absorbs so much of the fight 
energy that the detecting fibres 
are almost counting single pho- 
tons - the smallest possible 
amounts of light. 

But NIR light is completely 
harmless and can be used 
repeatedly or continuously, 
even on pregnant women. It also 
avoids the need for compression 


of the breast, which munv 
women find painful and off- 
putting. 

It may also become a useful 
tool for brain scanning, be- 
cause it can identify da mage J 
areas caused by a blow to the 
head. The UC1 'team is already 
using a larger, stationary version 
of the NIR system to monitor 
the brains of premature babies 
lo identify early symptoms of 
damage. 

"At the moment it looks a 
little like an Indian head-dress, 
with the fibres being held in 
place around the head by an 
elastic strip and double -sided 
tape." said Prof Delpy. 

‘At 2h/27 weeks gestation 
babies hate a head measure- 
ment of h or 7 cm ... and the sys- 
tem allows us lo monitor (he 
brain in a non invasive and to- 
tally safe manner. You can 
leave it un continuously. You are 
probably gelling as much infra- 
red light on your head now as 
you would geii from the system.” 

A number of major com- 
mercial manufacturers have 
shown an interest in Ihe mov- 
able prototype, which is due for 
completion in six to seven 
months and whose develop- 
ment is being partly funded by 
the Wellcome Trust. 

According to Professor 
Delpy. the overall cost of the 
NIR scans should he less than 
for current X-rays. Most of the 
technology for the new system 
was already in place, he* said, 
and should be manufactured 
quite easily. 

“It s not a competitor for 
X-ray mammography, it's just 
meant to complement it. If it 
works J would see someone hav- 
ing an X-ray mammograph and 
an optical image at the same 
time.” he added. 

“There’s no problem of ac- 
cumulation radiation growth 
so you could come back every 
six ‘months and could then look 
for differences in the scans.” 



Co-op funeral director Keith Clegg with the canal boat Savi/e, which will soon be offering residents of Calderdale, Yorkshire, a peaceful final 
journey by taking a coffin and up to 12 mourners to the gates of Elland Crematorium Photograph: Ross Parry 


IT V ’s real-life crime ‘a bit tacky’ 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

ITV was criticised by the Inde- 
pendent Television Commis- 
sion yesterday in its annual 
performance review for 1995 for 
focusing “too frequently on po- 
lice work and crime”, although 
the overall quality of its drama 
was praised. 

Peter Rogers, chief executive 
of the 1TC said that Camera Ac- 
tion Lhe and Police. Camera. 
Action / had given additional 
concern because their use of 
closed-circuit television footage 
had raised privacy issues. While 
the faces of people in criminal 
or “dubious” circumstances had 
been blanked out, neighbours, 
family or friends could have 
recognised their identity from 
their clothes or other clues. 

Camera Anion Live. ITN’s 
November documentary fol- 
lowing the work of police 
throughout Britain on a Satur- 


The eleven police and crime shows running on view this week 



Jeff Stewart: Pc 
Hottlsin The BUI 


Monday: 

B/ueHeefets . 
Australian police 
soap' : 

PbJfce, Camera; - 
ActranJ Real-life - 
police work on the 
sheets 

Tuesday:' Y: 
The Bill Long-run-. 


ning drama set -. 
in police station 
The Cook Report 
Investigative series 
exposing villains ■ 
Wednesday:.. 

Thursday: 

Them .'ri. 
Prisoner Ceil • 
Block H Australian 


soap about a - 
women's prison - 
Customs Classified 
Fly-on-the-wall • 
footage of US cus- 
toms service 

Friday: v . 

The BUI 
Saturday: 

The Governor Dra- 


ma about a female . 
prison governor. ‘*j 
test in series. . : : 

Sunday: “.. 

7he Knock New 
. customs and excise 
drama . 

comedy' - -.. - 



Janet V McTeer: 
As 'the 'Governor 


day night — carpeted by critics 
— was also slated by Mr Rogers 
on quality grounds, who said he 
“ was not impressed with the 
quality”. He added that some of 
the real-crime programmes 
wen: “very patchy indeed”. “We 
have nothing against cheap 
programming if it works well, 
but some of it is a bit tacky." 

But an ITV network centre 
spokeswoman yesterday de- 
fended the channel, saying: 
“Crime dramas are enormous- 


ly popular with viewers. If you 
go into any bookshop it is the 
mystery, crime and related ma- 
terial which people are buying.” 

The ITC also warned’ of a 
“noticeable shift” in the over- 
all balance of the ITV schedule 
toward entertainment-led pro- 
grammes. Last year the channel 
ran more drama, entertain- 
ment and “light" factual pro- 
grammes. while education, 
religion and arts were “often in 
the margins of the schedule". 


Mr Rogers said that, com- 
pared with 1994. ITV ran an av- 
erage extra 27 minutes a week 
of drama and 46 minutes a week 
of entertainment, but cut back 
on documentaries by an aver- 
age 8 minutes a week and on 
arts by* an average 4 minutes. He 
wanted: “I think the balance has 
shifted. It is true to soy it is at. 
or approaching, the limits of 
what it should be.” 

However, ITV was praised 
for maintaining high-quality 


original drama at the heart of 
its peak-time schedule and for 
providing nine of the ten most 
viewed dramas (excluding seri- 
als) in 1995. 

Channel 4 was rebuked by the 
ITC for not producing enough 
original material and for too 
many repeals. But it did retain 
a “distinctive character” and, as 
required in its licence, provided 
a good proportion of pro- 
grammes for tastes and interests 
not generally catered for by ITV. 




Blood 
service 
is £3m 
in debt 

LOUISE JURY 

The blood service in England is 
millions of pounds in debt, de- 
spite a big shake-up designed to 
improve efficiency and cut 
costs. The debts axe under- 
stood to exceed £3m and could 
be higher, a source said. 

The National Blood Au- 
thority (NBA), which runs the 
service, may have to ask 
Stephen DorVeU. Secretary of 
State for Health, for extra cash. 
Despite alarm among staff, an 
authority spokesman denied it 
was in financial difficulty. 

A business plan seen by the 
hidependent shows the northern 
zone, one of three covering 
the country', expects to have a 
deficit of £Un this year.The zone 
has already used £l.Ira of “tran- 
sitional funding” from the 
Health Department to cany out 
reforms and will have to ask for 
more, the plan says. 

Sources say the western and 
south Midlands zone is £lini 
overspent and the figure is ex- 
pected to be higher in the Lon- 
don and South-east region, 
which has traditionally had to 
“import" stocks from other 
parts of the countiy because of 
a shortage of donors. 

A Manufacturing Science 
and Finance union spokes- 
woman said members were go- 
ing home each day with work 
unfinished. “They are very con- 
cerned. It indicates there is a fi- 
nancial squeeze.” 

The figures have emerged as 
the service is undergoing up- 
heaval, with the work of the re- 
gional transfusion centres 
streamlined following manage- 
ment consultant recommenda- 
tions which identified potential 
savings of £10m. 

Scientists fear the deficit 
could further delay introduction 
of more reliable testing for he- 
patitis B and HTLV-1, a virus 
type which can cause cancer and 
neurological illnesses. 

A number of problems have 
contributed to the budgetary 
shortfall, including the Tula 
bag scandal last summer, when 
new, cheaper blood bags were 
withdrawn because of contam- 
ination. The move was sup- 
posed to save the service 
£700.000 a year, but this was for- 
feited when managers had to re- 
turn lo previous suppliers. 
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BAFTA 

backs 

21 

winners 
from 
the BBC 


Once again, The British Academy of Film and Television 
Arts has honoured mi unrivalled array of BBC 
programme-makers, perfo ra tor s and contributors with 
Its annual awards. Congratulations to them all. 
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SINGLE DRAMA 
PERSUASION 

Fiona Finlay 
Roger Michell 
Niew Dear 

BBC 2 

ACTRESS 

JENNIFER EHLE 

Pride and Prejudice 


FACTUAL SERIES 

TIC DEATH OF YUGOSLAVIA 

Norma Percy 
Brian Lapping Associates 

BBC 2 

LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 
7H£ MRS MERTON SHOW 

Peter Kessler 
Parti Man 

Dominic BrigstccAe 
Granada ifefev>s>on for 
BBC Nona 

BBC 2 

LEW GRADE AWARD FOR A 
SIGNIFICANT AND POPULAR 
TELEVISION PROGRAMME 

ANTIQUES ROADSHOW 

BBC Bristol 

BBC X 

RICHARD OIMBLEBY AWARD FOR 
THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSONAL 
CONTRIBUTION ON SCREEN IN 
FACTUAL TELEVISION 

JEREMY PAXMAN 

TALK SHOW 

PANORAMA INTERVIEW 
WITH HRH THE 
PRINCESS OF WALES 

Martin Bashir 
Mihe Robinson 

BBC 1 

PRODUCTION DESIGN 

WILLIAM DUDLEY 
BRIAN SYKES 

Persuasion 

B8C2 

COSTUME DESIGN 

ALEXANDRA BYRNE 

Persuasion 

BBC 2 

MAKEUP/HAtR 

DORXA NZERADZJK 

Cold Comfort Farm 

BBC TVyThanes IV 

BBC 1 

PH0T0<3\APHY/UGHT1NG 

JOHN DALY 

Persuasion 

BBC 2 


SPORTS/EVENTS COVERAGE IN 
REAL TIME 

VE-DtAY COMMEMORATIONS - 
UVE COVERAGE 

Peter Hytion Cleaver 
Neil Eccles 

Philip S Gilbert & team 

BBC 1/2 

COMEW PERFORMANCE 

MARTIN CLUNES 

Men Behaving Badly 

Hartswood films 

BBC 1 

ARTS PROGRAMME/SERIES 
HUW WHELDON AWARD 
CHILDREN OF THE 
REVOLUTION 

John Ityver 
David Hinton 
Illuminations Television 

BBC 2 

DENNIS POTTER AWARD 

ROY CLARKE 

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMME 
(FACTUAL) 

SHORT CHANGE 

Rt* Mtlani 

BBC 2 

LLOYDS BANK PEOPLE'S VOTE FOR 
FAVOURITE TV PROGRAMME 

THE X FILES 

20th Century Fox TV 

BBC 3/2 

SOUND - FKmON/ENTEHTAINMENT 

JOHN TAYLOR 
CRAIG IRVING 
TM HUDNOTT 
PETE COLLINS 
CMOS GRAVER 
Loved Up (Love Bites} 

BBC 2 

EDITING - nCTlON/ENTERTAINMENT 

TREVOR WAITE 

Go Now (Love Brtes) 

Revolution Films in association with 
BBC WbrtiAride 

BBC 2 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

JANE WYATT 
IAIN GREENWAY 

Christmas Animations 

BBC 2 

ORIGINAL TV MUSIC 

JEREMY SAMS 

Persuasion 

BSC 2 
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COLOUR PRINTER TECHNOLOGY 


Print presentations and proposals to beautiful 
coloiit High dots-peradi resolution ml 
enhanced printer drivers ensure a tine 
fode-fesistanl finish. Simply snev bi a 
Hock cartridge for fastMnnat Made 
while printing. 
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CANON bjcuo 

COLOUR BUBBLEJET PRINTER 

• Up to 2.6 pages per minute. 

• 100 aula 


DixomDecrf 

£239.99 


LEXMARK 1020 

COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• Up lo 3 pages per minute print 
speed. 

• Spoken messages and on-screen 

• ftityWindows '95 compatible. 

Dixons Deal 


SAVE £ 40 


CANON BJC4000 

BUBBLEJET COLOUR PRINTER 

• Co to £ ccqes car rvn. hicrc}. 


;n-:tcre Hr c? s.j/V.y'- 

VOUCHER PSICE 


259 . 


r ,99 




CANON bjcuoo 

COLOUR PRINTER 

• Up to 3.8 pages pel 

• Up to 720x360 dpi, 

• 100 sheet feeder: 

• High-qudrly porting. 


minute. 


Dixons Ded 
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HEWLETT PACKARD 

660C INKJET 
COLOUR PRINTER 

• Up to A pages per minute. 

• Auto ted feeder. 

Was £34999. 

HUttRY! UMIIED STOCKS ' 


Dixons Deal 


■329.99 
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I aSSi deal going on 
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Nurses’ congress: Violent or sexual 


offenders ‘should be ex 


eluded’ 


ded 



Uttli «/» 

criminal stall 


11 F M- i JL 1 pjjrticuMy 

BARRIE CLEMENT patients were clearly the “bot- case to re*^ Sdergoinjt^^^ [^p 

labour Editor ^ MrChoy, a fctxnet do- -J^W*^** 

s m srrM| a as?:^sa 

« Who teve committed serious drugged apaDent rnonier to M “ ot Wycombe and Araer ^ enlal Ke.sa.d^- 1 J eW eel, 

criminal offences - especially have sexwth her and 11 yean sham trust, disclosed that a ^-^reine irusi nQl 

against patients -should not be later raped a former pa dose friend had been rap« nu rses and P aU ^w v as nursing 

te JSKi nrnninn Mr Choy, £•-«-«? ffitS 


437 votes to four, with four ah- Ms Hancock saio: Nicholson said the wom^ procedure.- , 

stentioS, foDcws a controver- some crimes where you an Nkbo« » ^ ^ exper***- ^ 
sialdecisioD last month by the SSd ?£be lives with it day after nuises were asked tog^Jac- 

1 1nited Kingdom Central Coun- been treated and cured - 1 Know ^ Nicholson said ^ 0 f goon , , 

of no^menttatbe ffl taring b the I-g - “ 

Haw Chcry, a 50-year-old con- sMon of trust and she called to ifitfenotmam^d 

"oSSEf] Hancock, general out a ve ^ on S m ^g ^ 

secretary of the college, said nurses who had abused the ^ M eiseyside,said: We ^ week for a judjaalr^ew 

, «kn oru mnrinn diH trust of vulnerable people o citnauon where n . . hv tin. UKU- to 


victed rapist 

Christine Hancock, general 
secretary of the college, said 
that while the RCN motion did 
not specify which offences 
should be covered by the ban, 
sexual and violent attacks on 


nurses who hiS abused the «£4™“£."33r-W ^t eef fo r a judidul rcH* 
trust of vulnerable people jtojfro h ave actuation where nej* e decision bv the UKCC to 

Should not be allowed to prac- cannot ha^ve a ££^oy. 

Where offences did not m- dophiles are J 


hould be covered by the ban, tke. did t - m . dophiles are still on the regis- - 

exual and violent attacks on Where offences did not m a p } -././VAn 

Law allowing living 

. . .. .1 raw their oermiss ion for trea said. In cases o 




BARRIE CLEMENT 

Nurses yesterday called for a law 
backing “living wills” to allow 
patients the right to “die with 
dignit y "A majority of RCN delr 
e gales a voted, three to one, to 

^ >La «i»hl tn rtf Fiistf 


lege into line with the British 
Medical Association and the Fa- 
tten ts' Association. 

Bob H allawe 11, a nurse spe- 
cialising in learning disabili- 
ties, said that people should be 
allowed in advance to forego 


give their permission for tre. Ha u aW ell said. In t ^ s h 

Sent in advance, he saud. intellectual deterioration ihc 

Delegates insisted they were es ^uid be drawn up 

not endorsing eulhanma-*J: wh£n ^je patient was capable of 
ing wills provided for macuou making the decision, 
rather than a posiuve act to end Hallaweli said the absence 

life. Mr Hallaweli said u would M* for advancc di- 

otfTtnit Datients to ask l th jr~ leaves hcalth- 


Star appointmert: Richard Wilson, tne actor, 
ceremony in Bute Hall followed a procession 
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GOODMANS 

CD MICRO H1-R , 

trad programmable CD * 

MUtf/UWFM tuner 5 

Tone control | 

Stfuaie cassette each ■ 
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Model MS155. was CM 99 I 
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— -KB401 VbM artt S0U»*J 

PHILIPS 

CD MINI HMF1 

40 watts RMS f<>«« output 
25 irac* programmable CD payer 
Full logic cassette deck 
Remote control 
Daby B/C 

Model FW*«. *»as £399.99 
previously CAW 99 


belnfi Installed as rector of the University of Glasgow yesterday. The 
of the Chancellor, Principal and staff Photograph: Jeremy Sutton Hibbert 
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• MCAM VIDEO RECORDER \£y 

| i head/Long otayBuii! n vidwokia- " 

■ Droul tracKing/A erere. 1 rpomri “Meolirrijir 

* Mo<k4 V7053 , waa C379 fr prevxauslv C399.9V 

I VOUCHER OFFER: 6 MONTHS 
I INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
1 FREE. HAOOTBKSBMLir VIDEO 


| TOP BHAMO* 
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SONY 23- NICAM TV 

69cm viable screen FST 
Nicam digital ste*eo 

F^eiA/Remote 'Xintrot 

i3n-screen *if*ay 
100 cbanri»H 

Model KVX298SS. was tt».M 
livsiore price CW9 99 




JVC VHS-C CAMCORDER 
EXCLUSIVE TO COMET 
WHAT VIDEO BEST BUY 
-Features tfiar produce crisp, 
colourful shots" 

120 < cFgltal zoom 

Hiqh speed chunet 

Model ' jRAXSQO 

VOUCHER OFFER: FREE 14- TV* 


INDESIT 

1 2 C 0 SPIN WAS H ! N G M A C H i N E 

• 1 1 |fc wash loaa 

• 1 3 programmes 

• half load option 

• Economy wash 
Model WN1263 
was C399.99 

i, -store once E299.9S 

VOUCHER PRICE 

£»»»? 
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PLAYSTATION 

GAK1E RACK 
32 M CO bas«d gjnws 
console with 3D graprtrt 
and CO qua iff sound 
Pac* includes 3 rop uttes 
Total leparaie seiung 
price C439.9S 
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DYSON CYUNDEH CLEANER 
1300 watts power 
Bagiass system - no dust tug 
reaiired 

Butt-in tads tar easy access 
Uniqiie suit lug^ng dosi(r> «» 
sttMHTfc. Model DC0E- • • 
exclusive to coueif t 

FREE 2 YEARS SUPPLY OF 
DYSOM FlUHtS* 
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Senior nurses with vital clinical 
experience are being made re- 
dundant as part of a drive to cut 
back on the “grey suits” and 
“paper shufflers” in the health 
service, according to the Roy- 
al College of Nursing. 

In targeting National Health 
Service employees on more than 
£20.000 a year, trusts are axing 
senior ward sisters, intensive-care 
staff and other specialist nurses, 
the college has discovered. 

The RCN congress heard that 
the Government’s policy of cut- 
ting management costs by 5 per 
cent was seriously affecting pa- 
tient care. The college's nation- 
al council was instructed by 
delegates to investigate the im~ 

a .£ .Yu mireinn 


dancy. Even staff nurses were ex- 
pected to manage resources, said 
Ms F ill-ins , nursing representa- 
tive on her trust board. 

She said the Government did 
not intend to target nurses, but 
trusts were facing considerable 
financial difficulties and had 
misinterpreted ministerial pol- 
icy: “Trusts are losing vital lead- 
ership, not just the shufflers of 
papers. 

“Many of die people ... have 
extensive knowledge and prac- 
tical experience. Expertise is 
being lost to the trusts.- 

She knew of more than 1UU 
senior nurses in trusts who had 
been made redundant, but ihat 
was the “tip of the iceberg”. 
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delegates to invesngaie uie un~ ^ --p - 

partof the cuts on nursing A spokesman for me _De- 

Christine Hancock, RCN partment of Health confirmed 
general secretaiy. said Stephen that the 
DorrelL Secretary of State for more than £2U,000 j y ear w ere 
Health, had confirmed in a under review, but that the ex- 
meeting last month that nurs- ercise excluded those in clinical 
es were not meantto be under specialisms, clinical teaching 
threat and that he would man- staff or managing community 
itor application of the policy. nurse teams of fewer than JJ 
Proposing the motion Jacque- people, 
line Filkiiis, of Carlisle NHS He said the department 
trust, said that many senior would reissue guidance to trusts 
grades had a management com- later this year which would 
ponent in their job and were “consolidate" advice already 
j therefore vulnerable to redun- given by the Audit Commission. 
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Hair Loss 
Treatments 

Are you paying more than 
you should be? 

There is only one proven hair restorer. 
Millions of people throughout the world can testify to its 
remarkable abilities. The original 2% solution is 
still the most popular treatment for arresting hair 
^^MMHjjj^^Loss in the world. In recent years, 

prices for this treatment have 
w fallen dramatically, but never 

f ^1 |i 8^L before has anyone offered 

ilmm l ^ e original so ^ ut * on ac 

To find out more about 
our ^ range of 

/ treatments, post the coupon 

X ,.«|1 below today. Remember, no 

^ neec * ^ or ex P ensivc consul- 
tations. Just order by post. 


Bio Trans (Jersey) Limited, 
17a York Street, St. Helier, Jersey, 
Channel Islands, JE2 2RQ. 

please send me more 
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Dirtiest’ fuel fury of oil spill community 
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— * problem s: The corrt^versial Pembroke power station looms la g, inthe backgmund at^SSS^^SSS I! 

Dead Sea Scroll goes 
public on the Internet 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE and 
NICHOLAS SCHOON 

National Power bas been 
accused of trying to blackmail 
a West Wales community, still 
reeling from the Sea Empress oil 
disaster, into accepting the 
bunting locally of Orunulsion - 
dubbed the world's dirtiest fueL 

The alternative, it is claimed, 
is the closure of Pembroke 
power station with 150 jobs 
put al risk. But locals, who saw 
the area's spectacular coast- 
line ravaged by the recent 
spill, are outraged by the 
company's actions. 

As a petition signed by more 
than 100.000 people demanding 
an independent inquiry into 
the Sea Empress catastrophe 
was handed in at 10 Downing 
Street, campaigners attacked 
National Power plans to burn 
Orunulsion and use the Milford 
Haven port where the super- 
tanker went aground. 

John Cutting, who runs a 
yachting holiday company, said: 
“The general feeling iocallv 
about National Power’s plans is 
one of horror. The Sea Empress 
has galvanised people into 




taking action and the 001x9130/8 
attempts to pacify us have 
failed." 

Campaigners are wary of 
assurances about the fuel and 
are concerned about the 
prospect of tankers carrying it 
into Milford Haven. They say 
that tourism is worth far more 
to the local economy. 

A crucial stage in the fight 
comes on 2 May when Pem- 
brokeshire County Council’s 
planning committee considers 
proposals for a new jetty at the 
port. - Opposition groups want 
coundUors to refuse permission 
and force a public inquiry. 

Since last month, no elec- 
tricity has been produced at the 
oil-burning power station. Giv- 
en the go-ahead. National Pow- 
er says it will invest £5 00m and 
reopen the plant in 1999. David 
Jackson, the station manager, 
said: “It would be a tragedy if 
we allowed our proper and nat- 
ural concern following an eco- 
logical disaster to trigger an 
economic disaster.’’ 

Orunulsion is a mix of water 
and bitumen from buge re- 
serves lying beneath Venezuela. 
Hie fuel is produced by Britor, 


a subsidiary of the Venezuelan 
Slate oil company, and - 
importantly for National Pow- 
er - is cheap. 

National Power - who have 
engaged in a major public 
relations campaign - would not 
discuss figures, but the Pem- 
broke plant could switch to full 
capacity and be the second 
largest generating station in 
the country if it is allowed to 
bum the controversial fuel. 

But Gordon Jones, of 
Friends of the Earth Cymru, has 
repeatedly called for the 
scheme to be rejected believing 
it to be badly flawed and dis- 
credited. “The Sea Empress 
showed that the authorities 
were incapable of containing an 
oil spill. Orimulsion would 
prove much more difficult to 
deal with," he warned. 

Meanwhile, yesterday's Sea 
Empress protest at Downing 
Street was backed by a call in 
the Commons for a public in- 
quiry by Pembroke's Labour 1 
MP. Nick Ainger. So far. the 1 
Government has only agreed to 
an investigation by the De- , 
partment of Transport's Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch. 


The original 1,000-year-old 
Dead Sea Scroll is being made 
available for inspection for the 
first time — on the Internet. 


Al J Modern technology has pro- 

v/ II I T A vided a breakthrough for schol- 

| t \J ars anxious to share unique 


vided a breakthrough for schol- 
ars anxious to share unique 
ancient documents, but worried 
about them being ruined by 
over-handling. The priceless 
document has until now been 
available only within the con- 
fines of Cambridge University. 
Thanks to the information su- 
perhighway, h is now accessible 
to millions of ordinary people. 

The computer network 
means the scroll can not only be 
studied simultaneously by schol- 


ars around the world, but 
also viewed in minute detail by 
casual surfers. 

The scroll is one of the first 
fragments of ancient material to 
be put on the information su 
perbighway by the university. 

The others selected include 
ancient letters, books and mar 
riage contracts concerning life 
in the Middle East a thousand 
years ago. They all come from 
Cambridge's Ihylor-Schechter 
Genizah Collection. 

Dr Stefan Re if, director of 
the collection’s research unit, 
said: “This could open up a 
whole new era of international 
collaboration." 
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DAILY POEM 


No More 

By John Fuller 

The seal's head in the calm 
Turns to inspect the shore. 

The road dawn to the farm 
Isgmss, is grass. 

We\e learned to think : no more. 

But when the hinges tighten. 

When the sea grows rough. 

As the waters whiten. 

As the chained gate rusts: 

One look is always enough. 

John Fuller’s Stones and Fire (Chatto, £7.99) is bis 33th col- 
[ lection of poetry and appears just ahead of his Collected Po- 
ems, to be published next year. A fellow of Magdalen College, 
Oxford, since the mid-I9d0s, he is one of the most prolific and 
brilliant poets of his generation whose influence has left a mark 
of such tremendous importance on younger poets, many of 
whom were bis pupils, that a traceable Movement is discernible. 
As always, the apparent simplicity of bis verse serves to 
deceive and delight. 
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If you’re 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
can save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW! 

You will know how 
expensive borne insurance 
can be - thankfully, if 
you’re aged 50 or over 
you can benefit from Saga 
Home Insurance - a superior 
household insurance that’s 
only available to mature, 
responsible people like 
you. 

Saga Home Insurance can 
offer you genuine savings over 
other policies, while giving 
you cover that fully protects 
your borne and possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable 
policy at a 
lower price within 2 
months of taking our Saga 
Home Insurance, we’ll 
refund you the difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 
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• Exdnsrvefy for 

- people aged 50 or 
oven 

• Cover is 
comprehensive agd 
low cost. 

• Save 30% off 
WoridWJde flights. 

• Free pen with your 
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Call us today! 

For your free no obligation 

quote 

simply cal] 

us cm tbe 

number 

below.- We 

will be 

pleased to V ■ 
answer any questions 
you have on Saga Home 
Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 
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Troop carrier blamed 
for deaths of troops 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

The families of four British sol- 
diers killed when their ar- 
moured troop carriers crashed 
off mountain roads in Bosnia 
have launched their own inves- 
tigation after the Ministry of De- 
fence’s board of inquiry blamed 
the drivers for the two accidents. 

The inquiry, which took 11 
months to report, contradicted 
a United Nations police report 
which absolved the driver of the 
first vehicle from any blame. 

The parents of the dead sol- 
diers are convinced that the Sax- 
on armoured vehicles were 
unsuitable for the rough moun- 
tain tracks around the Muslim 
enclave of Gorazde. The 1 1-ton 
four-wheeled Saxons were used 
in Gorazde because the Serbs 
considered the tracked Warrior 
fighting vehicles too intimidat- 
ing. and the British Army had 
no more suitable vehicle im- 
mediately available. Questions 
about their use in Bosnia have 
been raised in Parliament this 
week. 

A BBC South documentary 
to be screened for the first 
lime tonight follows Geoff 
Armstrong, the father of Phillip 
who died in the second of two 
accidents, aged 21. Christo- 
pher TUrner, IS, and Martin 
Dowdell, 19, the driver, also 
died when their vehicle rolled 
down a mountainside on 12 
September 1994. In .4 foreign 
Field, the BBC team inter- 
viewed a Bosnian army soldier 
who described hearing the 
screams of the soldiers inside 
the vehicle as it tumbled 500 
metres to destruction. 

In the first accident, three 
days earlier. Ben Hinton. 22. 
was killed and three comrades 
seriously injured. The UN mil- 
itary police concluded that the 



Use of the Saxon, top, is being questioned. Killed in the 
accidents, clockwise from top left: Phillip Armstrong, 
Martin Dowdell, Ben Hinton, Christopher Turner 


edge of the road, which was only 
2cm wider than the vehicle, had 
given way. 

Ben's father, Mike Hinton, 
said: “You can’t help feeling that 


two very similar accidents with- 
in three kilometres of each oth- 
er and three days of each other 
points to some fundamental 
flaw in the operating procedure. 


and to us that means matching 
the vehicle to the track”. 

All the soldiers were from the 
Royal Gloucestershire, Berk- 
shire and Wiltshire Regiment 
Mark Jones, a soldier in foe reg- 
iment, said: "Saxon was just ba- 
sic. They were horrible. It was 
OK when we bad Saxon in Ire- 
land and they were on a road, 
but they just didn't seem the 
right son of vehicle to be 

fairing up moun tains .” 

Major-General Jonathan 
Dent, a former bead of 
armoured-vehicle procurement 
in the Army, said: “We wanted 
a basic armoured bus which 
would transport men around the 
battlefield bearing in mind the 
battlefield was expected to be 
the north German Plain. This 
vehicle was deemed eminently 
suitable. It has reasonable cross- 
country mobility, is reasonably 
reliable and it* was certainly 
cheap.” 

The best vehicles for the ter- 
rain around Gorazde were 
light-tracked armoured vehi- 
cles such as the Scimitar or 
Spartan, or unar moured Land 
Rovers. The heavy Warrior 
fighting vehicles would not have 
been able to get up the tracks, 
but a former commanding of- 
ficer of the Royai Hampshire 
Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mike Reeve-Tbctoer, described 
the use of Saxons on “very 
steep and rather dodgy tracks” 
as “debatable’’. 

Mr Armstrong was more crit- 
ical. “It was possibly the worst 
place to be stationed in Bosnia 
and to get these vehicles up 
these tracks - virtually on top 
of a mountain — I think some- 
body in the regiment, some se- 
nior officers, and the MoD 
should have had the guts to 
admit to themselves that these 
Saxons were never meant to 
do this.” 



Time span: Final touches are made to a second crossing over the River Severn ahead of tomorrow’s deadine for 
completion of work on the four-year protect to build a three-mile link between England and Wales Photograph, la 
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W ith Jazz Greats you can lie back and relax 
with some of the greatest jazz musicians 
of ali time. Each fortnight it brings you an 
hour of music from a jazz legend on CD or cassette. 
Each carefully chosen track has been digitally re-mastered 
to let you hear the music as it was meant to be heard, 
while the accompanying magazine looks at their life and 
times, highlights key moments in the history of jazz and 
puts their work in context, giving you an insight into 
some of this century’s greatest musicians. 


Spend an 
hour with 
Billie Holiday 
for just 

£ 1.99 



In part one read Billie Holiday's harrowing tale 
of prostitution and drugs. Follow her path from poor 
servant to jazz siren as you listen to masterpieces like 
Strange Fruit and Summertime. 

Featuring such masters as Louis Armstrong, Duke 
Ellington , Fats Waiter, Etta Fitzgerald, spanning New 
Orleans Ragtime to bebop and latino. Jazz Greats builds 
into the ultimate collection of the world’s jazz music. 

“Their fives, their times, but most of 
all their music." 
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Training vouchers plan 


ROGER TRAPP 

Air Miles-type vouchers, de- 
signed to encourage individuals 
and organisations to pay more 
attention to training and edu- 
cating themselves continually, 
are being planned as part of a 
campaign to “market learning 
like washing powder" arid cre- 
ate a “learning society” in 
Britain by the year 2000. 

■ The voucher scheme has not 
been finalised. As envisaged, it 
would link high-street retailers 
with education providers to 
give customers money off learn- 
ing programmes around the 
country. 

It is just one of a number of 
initiatives being proposed under 
the Campaign For Learning, 
launched in the City of London 
yesterday. The campaign is 
backed by the Government, 
education providers and 


business leaders, such as the BA 
chairman and incoming presi- 
dent of the Confederation of 
British Industry, Sir Colin Mar- 
shall, and Rover Group's chief 
executive. John Towers. 

It seeks to halt Britain's slide 
down the world’s economic 
league tables by changing 
attitudes towards learning. 

Sir Christopher Ball, chair- 
man of the campaign, said at the 
event, which was addressed by 
the Secretary of Slate for Edu- 
cation and Employment, Gillian 
Shephard, that the “mission is 
to persuade people that they 
should care about their personal 
learning in the same way that 
they we are ail gradually learn- 
ing to care about the environ- 
ment and our own health". 

The initiative was organised 
by the Royal Society for the en- 
couragement of Arts, Manu- 
factures & Commerce, where 


Sir Christopher is director of 
learning, and has sufficient 
funds to take it until the year 
2000. But it hopes to obtain £4m 
a vear from business to finance 
the marketing effort, which is 
to be headed by the former 
Lever Brothers chief executive 
Andrew Seth. 
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New digital Nokia. 
100 hours of power! 


IMOKJA^ 

NEW GSM MODEL 1610 

♦ Up to 100 hrs standby-time 

♦ Up to 3.5 hrs talk-time 

♦ 45 name/number memory 
stored on SIM 

♦ Fast recharge- 55 mins 

♦ 5 selectable ring tongs-. 

♦ Weight 250g /■ 



FREE 50 m|n utes 

riMie PER M0NTH 

vALLO IN APRIL, MAY & JUNE 


• HEW GENERATION DIGITAL NOKIA - 
replaces the proven 2010 model 

• ONE SECOND BILLING - you only pay 

for the airtime you use 

• MORE POWER -up to 100 hours 
starnftpy-time. up to 3.5 hours 
talk-time 

• BEST COVERAGE - with digital 
can clarity and security 

• FREE ACCESSORIES -in-car 
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Blueprint 
drawn up 
for reform 
of Lords 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

If Ibny Blair becomes prime 
minister, he should appoint 63 
new Labour peers to create a 
“fair" and "democratic” House 
of Lords, and give a Cabinet 
minister responsibility for his 
ambitious programme of con- 
stitutional changes, according to 
an influential thinknank. 

A group of former civil ser- 
vants sets out today a detailed 
blueprint for giving effect to the 
Labour leader's promise to take 
away the voting rights of hered- 
itary peers. 

A second report examines the 
changes to Whitehall machin- 
ery needed to push through re- 
form of the Lords, devolution 
of power to a Scottish parlia- 
ment and English regions, a 
Freedom of Information Act. 
new human rights law and ref- 
e rendu ms on changing the vot- 
ing system and, possibly, a 
European single currency. 

On the Lords, Mr Biair is 
urged to convene a "Party 
Leader’s Conference" to seek 
all-party consensus for long- 
term reform. But the report 
warns that simply removing 
hereditary peers would be 
unsustainable even as a short- 
term measure. 
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Charges a '“giant quango" 
would be created should be met 
by opening up the appoint- 
ments system and agreeing a 
formula for party strengths, 
which "could be determined in 
the short term on the basis of 
the party in government having 
a majority of one over the near- 
est opposition party". 

This would mean creating 63 
Labour peers, as against the 200 
required to give Labour a ma- 
jority over all parties and cross- 
bench peers. Jack Straw, the 
shadow Home Secretary, 
recently ruled out creating large 
numbers of new peers. 

The blueprint, including a 
draft Parliament Bill, has been 
drawn up by the Constitution 
Unit, a research body ftinded by 
a number of trusts, inducting the 
Joseph Rowntree and Nuffield 
foundations. 

Although the unit is inde- 
pendent. its purpose is to 
examine proposals to reform the 
United Kingdom's constitution 
- most of which come from the 
Labour and Liberal Democrat 
parties. 

Its committee includes MPs 
from all three main parties, but 
the chairman. Professor James 
Comford, is the former head of 
the left-leaning policy Institute 
for Public Policy Research. 






Ceasefire: Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, announcing the firearms amnesty in central London yesterday 


Photograph: Colin McKillop 


Dunblane prompts 28-day guns amnesty 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A national firearms amnesty is 
to take place in June in (he wake 
of the massacre of die Dunblane 
children, the Home Secretary 
announced yesterday. 

But while Michael Howard 
was confident the move would 
save lives, he accepted it could 
not prevent a similar tragedy at 


the hands of a deranged gun- 
man - such as Thomas Hamil- 
ton who killed the 16 children 
and their teacher. 

"No one is suggesting a 
firearms amnesty is a panacea 
in relation to crime that can be 
committed with guns. It is not 
- but it can play a part," be said 
al the launch of the amnesty in 
London. "Every gun that is re- 
moved out of people's homes 


and off the streets is one few- 
er potential threat, one less po- 
tential tragedy or one less 
potential crane. ” 

The amnesty throughout 
England. Scotland and Wiles 
wQl allow anyone to band in any 
illegally or legally held guns and 
ammunition to police without 
fear of prosecution - provided 
that the weapons have not been 
used in any crime. Possession of 


illegal firearms can normally 
lead to sentences of up to 10 
years in prison and fines. The 
amnesty’ will run from 3 to 30 
June. People will also be able 
to report anyone they suspect 
of holding illegal weapons. 
Those found with weapons dur- 
ing the period will still be 
covered by the amnesty. 

During the last weapons 
amnesty, which followed the 


1987 Hungerford massacre, 
48,000 weapons were handed in- 
Michael Forsyth, the Scottish 
Secretary, repeated Mr 
Howard's message north of the 
border: “The people of Scotland 
have the most compelling of 
reasons for participating in this 
amnesty. Every firearm, no 
matter bow old, which is held 
in the community is a weapon 
that could potentially kill." 


NEC clears Howarth 
to stand for Labour 


Right-wing Tories find feult in divorce changes 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Labour's ruling National Exec- 
utive Committee yesterday 
cleared the way for Alan 
Howarth, the MPwho defected 
from the Tories last October, to 
seek a seat for the next election. 

The Stratford upon Avon MP 
bad been technically prevented 
from standing for Labour be- 
cause of a rule which says can- 
didates must have been party 
members for at least two years. 
But Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, persuaded the NEC, by 
15 votes to 5 to rule that Mr 
Howarth’s situation was “ex- 
ceptional” because, as a Labour 
MP, he is already a member of 
the Parliamentary Labour Party. 

Mr Howarth is believed to be 
interested in a number of north- 
ern seats. Party members in 
Wentworth, South Yorkshire, 
have already expressed fears 


that the leadership intends to 
impose him as their candidate. 

Yesterday s decision clears 
the way for Mr Howarth to be 
chosen in the few remaining bal- 
lots of local party members, but 
it also allows the leadership to 
“appoint" him as a candidate for 
a constituency if a general elec- 
tion is called before ballots can 
be organised. 

A spokesman said the party 
bad taken legal advice on its in- 
terpretation of the rules. The 
NEC decided in favour of per- 
mitting him to put his name for- 
ward because of his “right and 
principled stand” in switching 
from the Tbries. 

The NEC also voted narrowly 
to appoint a panel to interview 
candidates for Swindon North 
and effectively decide between I 
Michael Wills, who won the 
original ballot, and Jim D’ Avi- 
la, who claimed irregularities. 


'T’oiy opponents of the Gov- 
X eminent's divorce law re- 
, forms yesterday lambasted the 
changes as rendering marriage 
vows meaningless and even, it 
was claimed, ending 2,000 years 
of basing divorce legislation on 
the “Christian inheritance". 

Edward Leigh, a former min- 
ister, said trying to solve prob- 
lems on the basis of “no pain, 
no shame and no apology” as 
the Family Law Bill proposed, 
would make rebuilding rela- 
tionships even more difficult 

Debate on a move, led by Mr 
Leigh, to keep adultery and in- 
tolerable behaviour as grounds 
for divorce while ending the so- 
called “quickie” divorce was 
largely confined to the Con- 
servative benches. 

“This is a very solemn mo- 
ment in our history,” said the 
right-wing MR “Our law in this 
area for the best part of 2,000 
years has been based on ourJu- 
daeo-Cbristian inheritance. Do 


T 




□ Bill abolishes ‘Christian inheritance' 

□ Children suffer most from separation 

we wish to sweep that ah away?” educated, much more likely to 
Mr Leigh’s amendments, become unemployed and much 
supported by the former Cab- less likely to be able to sustain 
met ministers John Patten and a stable marriage themselves”. 
John Redwood, would effec- Mr Leigh claimed, 
tively wreck the balance struck Parliament could not stop it 

by the Lord Chancellor, Lord but could lay down a “moral 
Mackay, in framing the BilL cornerstone” for guidance. The 

While introducing “no fault” concept of fault should be re- 
divorce, the measure ends .tained “not because we want to 
“quickie divorces", so despised say. tyou are guilty, you should 
by the fundamentalists, and admit it’ and build up bitterness 


proposes a 12-month period for 
reflection and consideration. 

M r Leigh said the backdrop 
was a “crisis of marital 
breakdown". Each year 158.000 
marriages ended in divorce - 41 
per cent of marriages - and chil- 
dren suffered as a result. 

There was mounting evi- 
dence that “the children of di- 
vorced parents tend to be worse 


educated, much more likely to 
become unemployed and much 
less likely to be able to sustain 
a stable marriage themselves”. 
Mr Leigh claimed. 

Parliament could not stop it 
but could lay down a “moral 
cornerstone” for guidance. The 
concept of fault should be re- 
tained “not because we want to 
say. tyou are guilty, you should 
admit it’ and build up bitterness 
in a marriage. 

“If you bring m no-fauh di- 
vorce, what about the bitterness 
of the injured party? Life isn’t 
always about being equally to 
blame. Sometimes there are 
injured parties and what, about 
their bitterness, what about 
their feeling of rejection and the 
denial of their nghts . . ?” 

Dame Elaine Kellett-Bow- 
matu Tbiy MP for Lancaster and 


i Inside 
A Parliament 

■§11 Stephen 
Tlr”: Goodwin 


a former divorce lawyer, agreed, 
citing the plight of the rejected 
lady who had supported her 
husband but become “middle- 
aged and possibly a little dull”. 
“She would be veiy bitter if she 
was just cast aside like an old 
glove with no good reason giv- 


H owever another ex-divorce 
lawyer, Patrick Nicbolls, 
Conservative MP for Teign- 
bridge, said the one thing he 
learned fairly quickly was “that 
the ph of misery and unhappi- 
ness which two people locked 


in deadlock in matrimony can 
cause each other is absolutely 
bottomless". 

Those who were inclined to 
bring fault back were looking for 
a sort of certificate of moral 
righteousness, which could not 
work. 

Recalling when couples had 
to go to court, he said: “There 
is no video nasty I’ve ever seen 
which is more squirmingly em- 
barrassing and more heart- 
breaking than to see two people 
trying to explain to the man up 
there in the wig how they felt, 
why they had to act as they did." 

Yet another former divorce 
lawyer, Ellyn Lhvyd of Plaid 
CVrani, said the present law was 
about mud-slingmg and some of 
the mud sometimes splashed on 
to innocent children. Opposing 
Mr Leigh, he asked: “Why 
should private arguments about 
very personal things be made 
veiy public in this way, especially 
as it serves no useful purpose?” 


zS 1 [4 iJiiV 


MPs 
question 
lobbyists’ 
honesty i 


JOHN RENTOUL | 

Political Correspondent 

The lobbying company seen bj 
MPs as the most effective is also 
rated lowest for “honesty and 
ethical standards", according tc 
a confidential survey obtained 
by the Independent.' 

’ Oflbe 14 lobbyists in the sur- 
vey. Ian Greer Associates 
(IGA) was named by most MPs, 
65 per cent, as "very" or “quite" 
effective. But the firm was rat- 
ed “low” or “very low” by 28 per 
cent of MPs for honesty and eth- 1 
ical standards - no other firm 
scored more than 7 per cent. 

The survey, which offers a 
fascinating insight into MPS' 
views, has provoked a dispute 
between Hams Research and 
IGA, which is refusing to pay 
for a copy of the report, which 
Harris claims it ordered. 

Harris interviewed 160 MPs 
at the end of last year, in order 
to sell the information to lob- 
bying companies and their 
clients or potential clients, at a 
price of £950 each. 

It is understood that Harris 
is considering legal action over 
its claim that Jeremy Sweeney, 
managing director of IGA. 
asked for a copy by telephone, 
and was sent three copies, but 
later refused to pay the in- 
voice, saying he had not placed 
an order. 

Mr Sweeney said yesterday 
that he could not comment on 
the survey's findings or on the 
dispute with Harris. “Ian Greer 
is the person you want to speak 
to, and he is not available to 
comment today.” be said. 

IGA, which lobbies MPs on 
behalf of some of Britain’s 
biggest companies, was involved 
in one part of the “cash for ques- 
tions" row. prompting the Gov- 
ernment to set up Lord Nolan's 
inquiry into standards in pub- 
lic life, which led to the ban on 
paid advocacy by MPs. 

It was alleged in 1994 that 
Tim Smith and Neil Hamilton, 
then ministers, had received 
£2,000 per question from 
the Harrods owner Mohamed 
ai- Fayed, through the company, 
in return for tabling parlia- 
mentary questions. 

Both Mr Hamiltan - who was 
forced by the Prime Minister to 
resign - and Ian Greer, the com- 
pany’s chairman and a former 
Conservative agent, have denied 
the claim and have tried to sue 
newspapers reporting it But the 
High Court ruled last year that 
they could not pursue such an 
action because it contravened 
parliamentary privilege. 

Two years ago, Mr Greer ad- 
mitted to the Commons select 
committee on members* inter- 
ests that he bad made six 
“thank-you” payments to three 
MPs in return for introduc- 
tions to potential clients. He 
refused to name them or say 
wbat they were paid. Such 
payments are now banned. 
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PPP healthcare 


h “f ' ^ tart iU f ab0ut protecu " g Ks 3,50 **»* protecting those you love. 

Whtch is why. when you become a member, well give you 12 months' fee healthcare for all 
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Chechen leader’s death: Hopes of end to bloodshed fade as hardline successor warns battle for independence will go on 

Dudayev’s heir vows to carry on the war 


PHIL REEVES 
Moscow 

Dzhokhar Dudayev, the 
Chechen separatist leader who 
led a 1 6-monl h wax with Rus- 
sia that threatened the future of 
Boris Yeltsin's presidency, was 
buried yesterday, and so was any 
immediate chance of peace in 
l he republic. 

His replacement. Zelimkhan 
Yandarbtyev. 45, who is seen in 


Moscow as a hardliner, look 
over the rebel leadership with 
a vow that the fight for inde- 
pendence from Russia would go 
on, according to Itar-Tass. 

Although there is speculation 
that Mr Yandarbiyev, a literary 
scholar who helped muzzle the 
media in Chechnya after Gen- 
eral Dudayev declared inde- 
pendence in 1991, will not last 
long, there were other ominous 
signs he conflict will drag on. 


Mr Yeltsin has refrained 
from sounding triumphant 
about the death of his so-called 
arch-enemy, whom he called a 
“bandit". Mindful he has yet to 
fulfil his promise to end the 
Chechen conflict before the 
Russian presidential election in 
June, he said: “With or without 
Dudayev, we will end cveiything 
in peace in Chechnya.” 

Confirmation of the death of 
the 52-ycar-old former Soviet 


air force general came with an 
announcement on Chechnya's 
rebel-run “Presidential TV" 
channel by a lop commander. 
Shamil Basavev. In a move that 
will anger Moscow, Turkey's 
President Suleyman Dcmirel, 
said he was saddened by the 
news. 

Among the front-runners to 
eventually replace the general 
is Mr Basaycv himself, a cele- 
brated fighter whose bearded 


features appear on posters fes- 
tooned across southern Chech- 
nya. Russia would prefer Aslan 
Masbkhadov, the Chechen 
chief-of staff, who took part in 
last summer’s failed peace ne- 
gotiations, who is viewed as a 
moderate. 

General Dudayev reported- 
ly died after being hit by a Russ- 
ian rocket attack near the 
village of Gekhi-Chu. an area 
of south-west Chechnya which 


the Russian military has con- 
tinued to bomb, despite Mr 
Yeltsin’s insistence that all ma- 
jor operations ended with his 
declaration of a ceasefire on 3 1 
March. However, specific at- 
tacks on rebel fighters were an 
exception to the ceasefire, com- 
ing under the category of “spe- 
cial operations". 

Speculation was mounting 
last night that the general was 
killed In revenge for a Chechen 


ambush last week, in which at 
least 53 troops died, an episode 
that enraged Russia’s military 
leadership. 

The Russian commander in 
Chechnya. General Vyacheslav 
Tikharairov, said: “Federal 
forces had nothing to do with 
the death of Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev." But sources in the Rus- 
sia’s Interior Ministry privately 
admitted carrying out assaults 
in the area in which the gener- 


al died, along with several aides, 
He was said to have been stand- 
ing in a field talking by satellite 
telephone to an intermediary 
about the Kremlin’s peace plan. 

The outlook for peace in 
Chechnya is now gloomier than 
ever. Chechen separatists are 
likely to accuse any new leader 
who talks about peace of defil- 
ing the memoiy of their dead, 
now martyred, “president". 

Obituary, page 18 


‘The best thing that 
I could do is to die’ 


IE. 


Dzhokhar Dudayev, always 
dapper, was wearing his olive- 
green fatigues, and not the all- 
white “death suit", which he 
saved for days when he was feel- 
ing a| his most flamboyantly 
mortal. But he was obviouslv 
anxious. haiping obsessively oh 
the possibility of his death. 

He had lost count of the num- 
ber of times the Russians had 
tried to kill him. There had been 
car bombs, grenades, and a 
bizarre occasion when he was 
given a knife with an electron- 
ic homing device in the handle, 
allowing aircraft to track him 
down. And yet. he said, flash- 
ing a cynical grin: “My only 
bodyguard is Allah." 

One only had to glance 
around the small sitting room 
to realise this remark was meant 
to be figurative. At his side, hid- 
den under a table, lay a semi- 
automatic weapon. Two armed 
rebels stood nearby, listening to 
his late night monologue with 
reverence. Outside the safe 
house, there were more guards. 

Sitting with him just over a 
month ago, it defied belief that 
Russia’s special services, with all 
their Cold War expertise, did 
not know where ho was. After 
all. we had tracked him down. 
Yet the general. Russia’s most 
wanted man, was taking cveiy 
precaution to safeguard his 
whereabouts, as we discovered 
en route to his hideout. 

After hanging around in a 
rebel village headquarters for 
hours, we had been ordered by 
our Chechen guards into the 


Phi! Reeves 

was present at 
one of Dudayev’s 
last interviews 


back of a closed truck and tak- 
en on an odyssey across the 
Caucasus mountains. Clattering 
through orchards, across rivers, 
and an ocean of mud, we arrived 
at a rebel base, only to move on 
to another, and then another. 

One safe house had two 
dusty, presidential-style limou- 
sines in ihe car park, a re- 
minder of the three years in 
which the general ruled this tiny 
republic, sweeping in and out of 
Ibe presidential palace, now a 
pile of rubble in Grozny. In the 
distance, down on the plains, we 
could hear the crash of Russian 
bombs on the villages of south- 
western Chechnya. 

Only well after dark, did die 
general appear, settling into a 
sofa for a four-hour interview 
about the evils of the West, the 
crimes of Mr Yeltsin's regime, 
the horror of the aerial bomb- 
ing raids on peaceful villages, 
and his determination to secure 
a referendum on independence. 

“We are not as simple as you 
think," he said, reflecting on the 
“trillions of roubles" he said 
Russia was spending, in trying 
to assassinate him. “We have 
made preparations that after my 
death, their [the Russians’] 
problems will increase tenfold." 

In the next few weeks, it will 


become clear whether those 
preparations exist. Although 
the 52-year-old general had 
many enemies in Chechnya, he 
was a powerful focal point for 
the movement for total inde- 
pendence. Without him, (he 
Chechen rebel leadership could 
fracture into warring factions, 
a process the Russian military 
is certain to encourage. An- 
nouncing the general's death on 
Chechnya’s “Presidential" tele- 
vision station. Shamil Basaycv, 
a top commander, said the new 
leader will he Zelimkhan Yan- 
darbiyev, 45, a lesser-known 
Dudayev aide. But this could 
easily be a bolding position un- 
til the true successor is chosen. 

Yesterday, many Russians 
seemed wary of believing Du- 
dayev was dead. Although Mr 
Yeltsin had denounced him as 
a “mad dog”, worthy of death, 
his true relationship with the 
Kremlin was more ambiguous. 

He had agreed to negotiate 
over Mr Yeltsin's peace pro- 
posals. a plan on which the Pres- 
ident’s re-election this summer 
may depend. But any chance of 
a wanner relationship was 
wrecked by last week’s Chechen 
attack on a Russian convoy, 
which killed at least 53 soldiers. 

It is not impossible that hard- 
line generals, infuriated by the 
peace initiative, ordered the 
killing of Genera] Dudayev as 
an act of revenge. Whatever the 
truth of his death, most Russians 
will not grieve. Many see him as 
a crook who led an illegal up- 
rising in a tin pot Islamic rc- 



Glory days: A dapperty dressed General Dudayev speaking at a rally in Chechnya in 1993 


Photograph: Jeremy Nichole Katz 


public dominated by gangsters. 
They remember how his forces 
humiliated their paratroopers in 
late 1991, when they arrived in 
Chechnya, shortly after he was 
elected president and declared 
independence. The troops who 
found ihe airport blocked with 
farm machinery were disarmed 
by the Chechens, and forced to 
withdraw without a shot fired. 


Russians will also recall with 
bitterness the episode last June, 
ax months after Mr Yeltsin’s un- 
popular decision to send troops 
into the republic, when Shamil 
Basayev led a raid onto Russ- 
ian soil seized several thousand 
hostages in Budyonnovsk in a 
deadly stand-off which only 
ended after he and his band se- 
cured their safe-passage home. 


Then there was the farcical 
events of January, after anoth- 
er rebel hostage-taking raid in 
neighbouring Dagestan, when 
Russia forces failed to subdue 
a band of Chechens in the vil- 
lage of Pervomayskpye, despite 
three days of bombardment. 

Whether the Chechens will 
find anyone of Dudayev's 
stature is hard to predict. His 


nationalism was forged in Lhe 
furnace of Soviet repression, as 
a standard-bearer for the cause. 
The youngest of seven, he was 
born m 1944, the year Stalin de- 
ported the Chechens en masse 
in cattle trucks to Central Asia 
and Siberia- He went with them. 

“Put yourself in my boots," 
the general told us last month, 
in one of his last interviews. 


“The best thing for me to do is 
leave this life, and leave all the 
tragedies behind with those 
who caused them". Death 
would be a source of "complete 
satisfaction". 

On Monday, apparently as he 
stood in a field, negotiating with 
a Kremlin intermediary on a 
satellite phone, a Russian rock- 
et attack granted his wish. 
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Oslo peace process: Shift from ‘idealism to realism’ as PNC leader meets Israeli demands to amend Palestinian 

Arafat wins 
historic vote 



PATRICK COCKBURN 

Gaza 

The Palestinian pa rliam ent- in - 
exile last night voted to remove 
from its charter clauses calling 
for aimed struggle to replace Is- 
rael with a Pales tinian state. 
Israel has made amending or 
dropping the charter a condition 
for starting the final phase of 
peace talks with the Palestinians 
and partially withdrawing from 
the West Bank city of Hebron. 
Yasser A rafat, the Palestinian 


President, won a sweeping ma- 
jority of 504 votes in the 536-seal 
Palestine National Council in 
favour of revoking the clauses. 
Mr Arafat needed a two- thirds 
majority at the PNC, which met 
in Gaza for the first time. 

Hussan Kadr from Balata 
refugee c? m p near Nablus, said 
before the meeting: “I am in two 
minds. I am heart and soul 
against the old charter, but I also 
don’t rhink we are getting 
enough for dropping it" 

Earlier Mr Arafat told the 


Clinton hopes ceasefire 
in Middle East is ‘dose’ 


President Bill Clinton said 
yesterday that he hoped a ces- 
sation of fighting between Israel 
and guerrillas in Lebanon was 
“quite dose”, writes Patrick 
Cockburn. 

During a meeting with Pres- 
ident Elias Hrawi of Lebanon 
he said: “I've gotten some en- 
couraging news that I can't an- 
nounce now.” 

In the Middle East. Warren 
Christopher, the US Secretary 
of State, went to eastern 
Lebanon as part of his search 
for a ceasefire. Travelling by car 
from Damascus to Shyoura, on 
the road to Beirut, he met 


Rafiq Hariri, the Lebanese 
Prime Minister. 

Diplomats say Syria and 
Israel have broadly agreed not 
to strike at civilian targets. The 
sticking point is that guerrillas 
from Hizbollah should be 
stopped from attacking Israeli 
forces in the Israeli-occupied 
zone in the south of Lebanon. 

The major controversy is 
over the right of the resistance 
to pursue its operations against 
the Israeli occupation troops,” 
a Lebanese official said. He 
added: “Syria and Lebanon will 
not accept putting an end to 
these operations.” 


parliament that they had no 
choice but to change the 
covenant He had in any case 
agreed that clauses opposing the 
existence of Israel would go as 
pan of the Oslo accords in 

1993. “Nobody likes to say no 
to Yasser Arafat” said Mr 

Kadr, who belongs to the Pales- 
tinian legislative council elect- 
ed in January. He thought 
amending the charter was a shift 
from “idealism to realism”. 

Almost all the Palestinian 
leaders gathered in theShawwa 
centre were agreed that the tim- 
ing of the meeting was bad. Tt 
sounds as if we are surrender- 
ing,” said Ziyad Abu Amr, a 
political scientist from Bir Zeit 
university on the West Ranlr. He 
said that since the suicide bomb- 
ings in March Israel has sealed 
off Gaza and the West Bank, 
Palestinian prisoners were still 
held and there has been no dis- 
cussion of 850,000 Pales tinians 
displaced because of the 1967 
war. 

For all Mr Arafat's attempts 
to be upbeat about what has 
been gained by the Oslo accords 
the Pales tinian representatives 
have a deep sense of their own 
weakness. Even Leila Khaiid, 
famed former hijacker and 
member of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
after denouncing Oslo, said 
simply: “The balance of power 
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Veiled opposition: Hamas supporters demonstrate In Gaza yesterday as the PNC voted to abandon the armed struggle against IsraelPhotograph: Reuter 


is against us.” Not unsympa- 
thetically, she outlined the pres- 
sures on Mr Arafat to amend 
the charter, such as the need for 
American money and the wish 
to see Mr Peres re-elected. 

Mrs Khaiid. allowed by Israel 
to return from Jordan to vote, 
was the most obvious symbol in 
Gaza yesterday of a generation 
of Palestinians who believed 


that a reversal of the Israeli vio- 
tory of 1946 was possible. 
“Armed struggle is the only 
way to liberate Palestine,” said 
article nine of the charter which 
was dropped last night 
Mrs Khaiid said her sisters 
had been forced to flee Tyre be- 
cause of the Israeli bombard- 
ment, but nobody expected 
events in Lebanon to have 


much impact on Palestinian af- 
fairs. Saleh ai-Tamaari, a former 
Palestinian military leader in 
south Lebanon who was cap- 
tured during die 1982 Israeli in- 
vasion, said: “It's appalling. 
The Israelis have their own 
version of what is right or 
wrong.” But as a result of Oslo, 
Palestinian politics are now de- 
termined by the 23 million 


Palestinians in Gaza and the 
West Bank. The 4 million 
abroad - including 350.000 in 
Lebanon - have less and less 
influence. 

The 14-day-old Israeli bom- 
bardment of Lebanon does 
make Palestinians wonder what 
they can expect from Shimon 
Peres, the Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter, if he is re-elected on 29 May. 


Ziyad Abu Amr is worried thai 
“Peres is more and more con- 
trolled by his generals”. He 
says the Palestinians have now- 
played two important cards - 
the containment of Hamas, the 
Islamic militant movement, and 
the amendment of the Pales- 
tinian charter - without “getting 
anything back from Israel . 

Letters page 16 


Wicked little ships give the lie to Israel’s moral might 


Israel, we were always told, 
prides itself on the morality of 
Us armed forces. “Purity of 
aims”, we were led to believe, 
was the watchword of the Israeli 
Defence Force, an absolute 
mission to avoid civilian casu- 
alties in war. 

For most Lebanese, any such 
notions died in Israel’s 1978 
invasion (2,000 dead, almost all 
Chilians), Israel’s 1982 inva- 
sion (around 15,700 dead, al- 
most all civilians), the 1993 
bombardment of southern 
Lebanon (123 civilians dead, 11 
Hizbollah), or the massacre of 
at least 120 civilians in the UN 


compound at Qana last week. 

Israel has provided reasons 
for each bloodbath - “terror- 
ism”, mistakes, ignorance. But 
15 miles down the coast from 
Beirut the Israelis can be un- 
der no illusions about what 
they are shooting at. On a 300- 
yard strip of highway over the 
Awaii river, north of Lebanon’s 
second city, a road of burned- 
out cars, shell-holes and raw 
fear, almost every Lebanese 
civilian motorist is being tar- 
geted by three Israeli 488-ton 
Hetz-dass gunboats. The cap- 
tains of these 200ft vessels can 
dearly see their targets by day. 


Robert Fisk in Rmeile on the deliberate shelling of Lebanese drivers 


and at ni gh t through infra-red 
night vision. Their targets in- 
dude ambulances, private cars, 
taxis and vans. 

The three ships are named 
Hetz, the title of the class, 
Keshet and Romoch, - Arrow. 
Bow and Spear - although 
when you drive the road all that 
matters is whether you see a 
puff of smoke from the wicked 
little Israeli gunboats lying a 
mile offshore. On Tuesday, one 
of the ships, took a shot at the 


Merecedes in which I was trav- 
elling; it exploded 100ft be- 
hind us. The same day, a shell 
exploded 20ft from a car car- 
rying an Australian television 
crew. 

So far, at least eight civilians 
have been wounded by this de- 
liberate shellfire, two of whom 
had to jump from their blazing 
car. Israel claims it is interdict- 
ing “terrorist” supply lines, al- 
though anyone who knows 
Lebanon knows the Hizbollah 


have more secure trails ty 
which to transport their 
Katyushas south. Those who 
travel the coast mad are Chil- 
ians, often families, and the 
Israelis know that 
The Israelis say the Lebanese 
have been told not to use the 
highway. And yet. civilians in 
Sidon have no other road on 
which to travel to Beirut. But 
like the three children and two 
women whom the Israelis 
slaughtered in an ambulance 12 


days ago. the Lebanese are 
now apparently responsible for 
their own deaths if they are tar- 
geted by Israelis. The ambu- 
lance was deliberately targeted 
by an Israeli helicopter pilot be- 
cause “it belonged to Hizbol- 
lah” Even if this was true , 
which it was not, what morali- 
ty governs an air force which 
destroys three children and two 
young women because it dislikes 
the owner of the vehicle in 
which they are travelling? 


After my latest brush with 
Israel’s Hetz-dass gunboats, 1 
sat on the coast a little to die 
north and watched two of the 
ships go on firing at the traffic 
north of Sidon. What, I won- 
dered, was going on in the 
minds of the captain and crew 
of each vessel? Were they 
obsessed by their own propa- 
ganda, that Lebanon is “a nest 
of terrorism ”? Did they really 
believe that each civilian they 
were firing at deserved to be 
wounded, or killed? 

Each time these ships fire 
their Oerlikon gun at civilians, 
they prove the lie about “puri- 


ty of arms" and raise the old, old 
Middle Eastern question of 
double standards. What if a 
Lebanese gunboat fired at Is- 
raeli civilians in Haifa? The UN 
Security Council would be 
called into session and the cen- 
tre of Beirut flattened within 24 
hours. There would be a ques- 
tion of war-crimes trials. 

Oddly enough. I haven't met 
a Lebanese who believes the 
Israeli naval crews trying to kill 
them off the mouth of the 
Awaii river are going to end up 
in a war-crimes trial Not a soul 
thinks the US will utter a word 
of condemnation or complaint. 
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What is the Internet? 

Forget the techno-blurb. The 
Internet is simply a huge global 
community of computer users all 
linked together. Get on it and you 
can have more fun than you ever 
thought possible. And a massive 
boost in productivity if you’re in 
business. 

Talk to the great provider. 
CompuServe is the UK’s most 
popular online service and 
Internet access provider with over 
300,000 members - and 4.8 million 
worldwide. As well as easy and 
inexpensive connection to the 
Internet and a free internet 
address, we offer you access to 
over 3,000 exciting CompuServe 
Services covering almost every 
subject under the sun. 

How do I get on it? 

Phone us for your FREE software* 
and CD multimedia tour of 
CompuServe and the Internet, 
which will help you get online 
in minutes. So what are you 
waiting for? 
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Italy’s Olive Tree sapped by hunt for allies 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Three days after its historic vic- 
tory, Italy's centre-left Olive 
Tree coalition is getting a taste 
of the obstacles ahead, as it 
struggles with its own interna) 
contradictions, weighs up the 
choice of allies it needs for a 
majority in parliament, and 
fights olf lingering fears of the 
man ii beat, Silviti Burliisroni. 


Chinese 
lay on the 
red carpet 
treatment 
for Yeltsin 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

Not many visiting male states- 
men. or indeed women, arc bold 
enough to hug the Chinese 
president. But in the spirit of 
fraternal relations. Boris Yeltsin 
yesterday wrapped his arms 
around his equally portly host, 
lips straining in an apparent 
attempt (o plant a big kiss on 
Jiang Zemin’s right cheek. 

Mr Jiang may not have been 
expecting such ardour, but the 
Chinese government had laid on 
the full works for the Russian 
presidenL From the moment 
Mr Yeltsin stepped off the air- 
craft the red carpet was wait- 
ing - in seemingly unending 
quantity. 

At the official welcoming 
ceremony at the Great Hall of 
the People, Mr Yeltsin was 
flanked by a full military guard 
of honour, and broad grins 
were on everyone’s faces. Mr 
Jiang said they were "old 
friends", before leading his 
guest to the first of two state 
banquets. On Tuesday. Mr 
Yeltsin had declared: “Today, 
there are no problems of a 
political nature between Russia 
and China." 

The Russian president’s 
three-day visit sets the seal on 
improved Sino-Russian rela- 
tions over the past five years. 
The Russians have come in 
force; more than 350 were in Mr 
Yeltsin's party. Today, a politi- 
cal declaration will be signed by 


. Although euphoria remains 
high and the authority of the 
prime minister-to-be. Romano 
Prodi, remains unquestioned, 
the various branches of the 
Olive Tree are already swaying 
to different rhythms. 

The centrist wing, led by the 
outgoing Prime Minister. Lam- 
berto Dini, has begun wooing 
the moderate faction of Mr 
Berlusconi’s centre-right, to 
make up the numbers in par- 


liament. It is already talking of 
the recomposition of the old 
Christian Democrats as a buffer 
force between the ex-commu- 
nist left and the ex-fascist right. 

The main left-wing party, 
the PDS is busy flirting with the 
party Mr Dini found hardest to 
keep on his side during his 15 
months in government, the far- 
left Rifnndazionc Comunisia. 
“Rifondazione is our ally," said 
Giovanna Melan dri. a PDS 


member. “We will have to see 
what we can and what we can’t 
agree on together with it." 

Rifondazione is lied to the 
Olive Tree by an electoral pact 
that served both of them well. 
But the two groups have liule 
in common. Mr Prodi wants 
austerity budgets to bring Italy's 
public debt into line for Euro- 
pean monetary union, which R> 
fnndazionc opposed tooth and 
nail when Mr Dini proposed ft.* 


On Tuesday. Mr Prodi said he 
hoped to privatise the state 
telecommunications company. 
Slot, by the end of (he year, as 
part of a programme to sell off 
state assets. Yesterday. Rifon- 
dazionc's leader, Fausto 
Bcrtinotli, said he could never 
accept this. "We have to create 
a big public sphere for mass 
communications, just as we did 
earlier this century with the 
education system," he said. 


Mr Bcrtinotli, a curious mix- 
ture of cloth-cap trade union- 
ist and radical-chic fashion- 
victim, wants a wealth lax on un- 
earned income and guarantees 
that stale workers* salaries will 
be index-linked, although this 
was abolished in the early 1990s 
because it fuelled inflation. 

Such proposals arc out of the 
question if Mr Prodi wants to 
maintain his moderate image 
and retain the confidence of the 


international community. He 
has said the Olive Tree’s pro- 
gramme will stay as it is and it 
is up to Rifondazione to decide 
whether it wants to play along- 
That means, in practice, that 
the Olive Tree will have to look 
elsewhere for support op eco- 
nomic and budgetary issues, 
either to the volatile Northern 
League or to disenchanted 
members of Mr Berlusconis 
centre-right. 


The Olive Tree's fragility is . 
also affecting the choice' of 
minis ters. A struggle is devel- 
oping over the future role of 
Luciano Violante, a distin- 
guished and- Mafia magistrate 
who would normally’ be a nat- 
ural for the justice ministry. 

Mr Berlusconi, who has , 
problems with the judiciary, 
has made it clear he would take I 
the nomination of Mr Violante 
as a hostile gesture. 



Peking puts 
HK visitors 
on the spot 




RiemSy welcome: The Russian President, Boris feltsm, receiving flowers from Chinese offices on tvs arrival at Fteking airport yesterday Photogaph: WB 1 Buigess/Reutier 


the two presidents, and a range 
of agreements on economic co- 
operation between the former 
Cold War foes will cover topics 
from manned space flights, to 
nuclear power and fighting 
crime. Tomorrow, in Shanghai. 
Mr Yeltsin. Mr Jiang and the 
presidents of the former Sovi- 
et republics of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan will 
conclude a border confidence 
building agreement aimed at re- 
ducing military tensions. 

Yesterday, security in Peking 


was noticeably lighter, with 
additional soldiers posted out- 
side the embassy compounds, 
and large numbers of police 
along the roads destined for Mr 
Yeltsin’s convoy. Tiananmen 
Square had also been cleared of 
people for the late afternoon 
welcoming ceremony. 

Over the previous 24 hours, 
the Xinhua news agency had set 
the tone for the visit by churn- 
ing out a stream of reports on 
the warmth of relations be- 
tween China and Russia. Bor- 


der troops now exchange holi- 
day greetings, it said. And in the 
north-eastern province of Hei- 
longjiang, students were clam- 
ouring to study Russian. 

Sino-Russian trade will be a 
centre-point of discussions, with 
dozens of Russian business- 
men due to fly to Shanghai for 
tomorrow’s arrival of Mr 
Yeltsin. Peking views its north- 
ern neighbour as a supplier of 
raw materials and military hard- 
ware. while Russia's traders 
yearn to break into the vast mar- 


ket of China. There is consid- 
erable room for bilateral trade 
to improve. According to Chi- 
nese figures, two-way trade 
reached $7bn (£4.6bn) in 1993. 
but last year h3d dropped to 
S55bn (£3.6bn). 

Yesterday, in Peking’s “Russ- 
ian market", a lively line of stalls 
along the west side of Ritan 
Park, independent traders from 
the former Soviet republics 
were loading huge sackloads of 
Chinese clothes on to tricycle 
rickshaws, on the first stage of 


a profitable journey home. 
Three cargo planes a day leave 
Tianjin airport, east of Peking, 
destined for Russia. As they bar- 
gained ferociously, there was lit- 
tle interest among the Russian 
entrepreneurs in the fact that 
their president was in town. “I 
was here before Yeltsin be- 
came president and hope I will 
be here long after he is gone,” 
said a former engineer from 
Khabarovsk, whose Sino-Russ- 
ian negotiations centred on a 
bulk purchase of shoes. 


STEPHEN VINES 
Hong Kong 

Anson Chan, the deputy to the 
Governor of Hong Kong, and 
four other officials have been 
forced into the embarrassing po- 
sition of paring a visit to Chi- 
na tomorrow without knowing 
whether their status as senior 
leaders of the colony’s admin- 
istration will be recognised. 

At first it appeared as though 
they would only be received as 
private individuals. 

However, after a day in 
which the Hong Kong govern- 
ment had tried to play down the 
status of the visit, an an- 
nouncement was made last 
night by China's official news 
agency which mentioned Mrs 
Chan’s official title of Chief 
Secretary. 

In a highly unusual move, the 
Hong Kong government issued 
this Chinese statement as a 
press release even though it was 
far from dear whether the del- 
egation. whose other members 
were not mentioned, would be 
received as official representa- 
tives of the Hong Kong ad- 
ministration. Embarrassingly, 
the Hong Kong government 
had earlier accepted China’s in- 
vitation on the assumption that 
its representatives were not go- 
ing to be recognised as an offi- 
cial delegation. 

China has allowed the ambi- 
guity of their position to remain 
and will have noted its success 
in manipulating the Hong Kong 
government mto a position 
where China has the last word 
on the status of the participants 


sent from the colony. If the talks 
go well, from the Chinese point 
of view, they may be described 
as official. 

However, they will only in- 
volve officials with whom Chi- 
na wishes to have dialogue and 
will definitely exclude the Gov- 
ernor, Chris Patten, who is 
frozen out of all discussions on 
the transfer of power. 

The usually cool and com- 
posed Mis dan almost lest her 

temper yesterday when re- 
peatedly asked by reporters 
about the capacity in which 
she would be visiting China. 

She angrily said she was not 
prepared to compromise the 
talks she would be having with 
Lu Ping. China's most senior of- 
ficial dealing with Hong Kong 
affairs, by answering questions 
about “what capacity I go up" 
to China. 

Doubts about the wisdom of 
making the trip delayed a de- 
cision until the last possible mo- 
ment However, after the green 
light was given yesterday the 
Hong Kong government 
launched a furious attempt at 
damage limitation. 

Mr Patten sought to play 
down the issue by describing the 
controversy over the risk as 
“baffling" and said it was 
“ridiculous” for Mrs Chan to be 
seen as anything but the “the 
leader of Hong tong’s service". 

Nevertheless, no official was 
prepared to admit that China 
has succeeded in forcing the ad- 
ministration into talks on a ba- 
sis in which the Hong Kong 
participants are shorn of any of- 
ficial standing. 


THE EASY OPTION FOR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS. 
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If you want to bring out the natural beauty of your rooms you want a hardwood floor from 
the Scandinavian Flooring Company. With their unique three-layered design to prevent 
expansion and contraction, Tarkett are Europe's largest manufacturer's of prefinished 
Hardwood Floors. And with our specialist experience we are laying quality wooden floors 
with no fuss, no mess in a day. See for yourself. 

FREEFONE 0800 616 748 (24 hr$), or complete the coupon. 

11 Suitable for laying to most 1 Lacquered, sealed easy-dean finish 

sub-floors indwflng concrete gg Attractive credit terms - written detab 

§§ Choke of hardwoods and range on request 

of designs |g fog five year guaantee 

B Pre-finhhed f®* qokk installation || Installed by our own qualified craftsmen. 

I ■ i 

I □ Free no obligation survey □ free colour brochure ■ 

Name: .. ~ a 

Tel.No: ■ 

■ 

Address: — I 

— - — Postcode: a 

Scandinavian Flooring Company, Freepost; Wallingford, Oxon OX1 0 8EH 
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Yes. I would like to know more abour the world’s best aerobic exercisers. 
Please scud my free video □ and brochure □ without obligation. 
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Aum trial circus acts grip Japanese 


Gas attack ‘mastermind’ makes 
enigmatic court statement, writes 

Richard Uoyd Parry in Tokyo 


The last time Shoko Asahara. 
the leader of the Aura Shinri 
Kyo religious cult, was seen in 
public was 21 months ago and 
then he was little more than a 
blurred sh&pe, glimpsed 
through the windows of a police 
van. So when he appeared yes- 
terday in chamber number 104 
of the Tokyo District Court, no 
one knew what to expect. 

How would he plead to the 
principal charge against him: 
that, along with a host of oth- 
er murders and kidnappings, he 
ordered the sarin nerve gas at- 
tack on the Tokyo subway in 
March last year? Would he be 
contrite or defiant? Leaks from 
the justice ministry correctly 
predicted that he would not be 
allowed to wear his purple guru 
robes - instead he wore blue 
prison overalls. But no one had 
anticipated that the man held 
responsible for the deaths of at 
least two dozen Japanese and 
the poisoning of 5300 others, 
would end up sounding like 
Princess Diana and Mother 
Teresa roiled into one. 

Six-and-a-half hours into his 



Asahara: ‘I don't care about 
the pain inflicted on me' 


trial, after ibe names of each 
one of the 3,789 people killed 
or injured in the attack had been 
read out, Mr Asahara was in- 
vited to respond. 

“I have always wanted to 
help those who have not 
attained absolute truth, free- 
dom and happiness, ** he said, 
“and I still want to do so. Those 
who don’t know truth, freedom 
and happiness are in agony, and 
I have striven to ease their 
pain with a sympathetic heart. 
1 don’t care about the inconve- 
nience and pain being inflicted 
upon me. and I don t care 
about my life either. I have 
nothing more to say." 

Japanese journalists, who are 
able to focus on little else these 
davs. like to call it the “Trial of 
the Century". The trial began, 
as it is likely to go on, as a cu- 
rious circus starring two irrec- 
oncilable acts. On one side sits 
the guru, a quack doctor turned 
religious leader. On the other 
is the Japanese justice system, 
closed and slow- moving. 

The media are ringmasters. 

The final outcome - convic- 
tion and, most likely, death by 
hanging for Mr Asahara - is in 
little doubt, but it will be a long 
haul. The wheels of the Japan- 
ese justice system grindslowly. 
Optimistic estimates expect the 
case to he done with in five 
years: if past precedent is any- 
thing to go by. Mr Asahara’s ex- 
ecution may not be announced 
until the second decade of the 
next centuiy.Chances of ac- 
quittal are minute: the convic- 
tion rate in Japan's district 
courts is 99.S per cent. 

But Mr Asahara’s is no or- 
dinary case. The sarin subway 
attack, which killed 12 com- 



muters and poisoned thousands 
of others was not motivated by 
the usual terrorist goals. Ac- 
cording to former followers of 
the guru it was intended as the 
first step to Armageddon, end- 
ing with a new world order 
presided over by Mr Asahara. 


His words yesterday suggest his 
convictions remain intact 
Japanese courts have no ju- 
ries, and the final verdict wffl be 
delivered by a panel of four 
judges. But earlier courts have 
been lenient on Aum followers 
on the understanding that they 


were acting cm the guru’s orders: 
he has been convicted before his 
trial has even begun. 

The deluge of coverage in- 
tensified yesterday, with cover- 
age of the trial do minating all 
the television news channels. A 
dozen television helicopters 


buzzed over head as 12,000 
people queued yesterday morn- 
ing for a lottery allocating the 
48 public seats in the court. 

Among the people queuing 
was Hiroshi Teruya, a member 
of a comedy act called the Na- 
tional Academy Kalashnikov 


Tools of Dahmer’s trade 
in murder may be sold 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

Memorabilia hunters with a 
twisted taste for the horrific will 
be celebrating a ruling by an 
.American court yesterday that 
the tools used by serial killer 
Jeffrey Dahmer to torture and 
dismember his victims may be 
put up for auction. 

Final approval for the un- 
usual sale was granted by a 
judge in Portage, Wisconsin, 
over the objections of federal 
prosecutors and after several 
months of rancourous debate 
about the fate of Mr Dahmer's 
grizzly belongings. The pro- 
ceeds will go to the families of 
those he killed. 

Dahmer was given several life 
sentences in 1992 after being 
convicted of a 13-year, sexual- 
ly-driven spree of murder and 
cannibalism that look the lives 


of 17 young men and boys. 
Dahmer was himself blud- 
geoned to death by a fellow 
prison inmate in November 
1994. 

Among the items to be auc- 
tioned will be a sledgeham- 
mer, saws, a hatchet, a 
hypodermic needle and knives, 
as well as drill-bits used by 
Dahmer to bore holes into the 
foreheads of the drugged vic- 
tims whom he had lured to his 
suburban Wisconsin home. 

Also on the block will be the 
refrigerator and the vat in which 
body parts were found when 
Dahmer was first arrested in 
1991. A lawyer who has repre- 
sented the families of the vic- 
tims, Thomas Jacobson, has 
estimated that the entire house- 
of-hormrs haul might raise 

sioaooo. 

News of the impending auc- 
tion was in gruesome counter- 


point to that other auction now 
captivating the imagination of 
the American public: the 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
estate sale at Sotheby's in New 
York. 

While the Dahmer sale will 
hardly attract the same clientele 
of Kennedy worshippers, there 
is little doubt that buyers 
there will be. Evidently, there 
is a vibrant market in the US for 
so-called “muiderabilia”, items 
directly traceable to the coun- 
try's most heinous convicts. 

Items known to have been 
avidly traded in recent months 
include hand-written song lyrics 
by notorious cult leader and 
murder-conspirator. Charles 
Mansou (snapped up for 
$1,500), chest hairs from 
California highway rapist, Roy 
Norris, and fingernail clippings 
from Norris's accomplice, 
Lawrence Bittaker. 



Former Turkish leader 
in corruption inquiry 


Notorious: Jeffrey Dahmer 
(above) and Chari es Manson 



Ankara (Reuter) — The Turk- 
ish parliament yesterday passed 
an Islamist motion to set up a 
commission to investigate cor- 
ruption charges against former 
prime minister Tansu Ciller. 

MPs voted 232-179 for an 
inquiry into alleged links be- 
tween Mrs Ciller and contract 
irregularities at the state-run 
electricity distribution compa- 
ny, TED AS. Approval of the 
motion in a secret ballot sug- 
gested that deputies from Mrs 
Ciller’s new coalition partner. 
Motherland Party ( ANAP), had 
abandoned her. 

She has warned that the con- 
servative coalition government 
could collapse if ANAP joined 
die opposition ranks against her. 

“The commission will work 
for two months,"depuly speak- 
er Kamer Gene told the 550- 
member assembly. 

Mrs Ciller, who became 


Turkey's first-ever woman 
prime minister in 1993, stands 
accused of enriching herself, her 
husband and their associates 
through manipulation of con- 
tracts and privatisation. 

“Mrs Ciller's biggest mis- 
take was not preventing her 
husband from interfering 
with state contracts and ap- 
pointments,” Islamist MP 
Sevket Kazan, Lhe architect of 
the corruption motion, told the 
parliament. 

The commission could rec- 
ommend taking Mrs CQlei to 
the Supreme Court which 
would effectively ruin her 
chances of becoming premier 
again under a power-sharing 
deal with the Prime Minister, 
Mesut Yilraaz. 

Mrs Ciller stepped down in 
March after in conclusive gen- 
eral elections late last year in 
which the Islam-based Welfare 
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Driven to justice: Shoko Asahara arrives at court in Tokyo. He is charged with ordering the subway gas attack which killed 12 people Photograph: AP 


Chorus. The troupe performs 
skits based on the Aum affair, 
and Mr Teruya explained' “It’s 
black comedy," Mr Tferuya ad- 
mitted, “a bit like Monty 
Python." It was unclear whether 
be was referring to the song, or 
the trial. 


Party won by a the narrowest of 
margins. She was not in parlia- 
ment for the vote. 

The refusal of Mr Yilmaz, 
leader of ANAP, to rally to Mrs 
Ciller's defence has renewed 
doubts about the minority coali- 
tion’s longevity. 

Mr Yilmaz, a political soul- 
mate of Ciller but a bitter per- 
sonal rival, fold his deputies to 
vote with their consciences. 

Mrs Ciller called the vote “a 
political manoeuvre", but re- 
fused to comment on whether 
• her coalition was in danger of 
crumbling, given the support by 
some of its members for the in- 
vestigation. 

“There’s anger in my party. 
I will try to calm my friends 
down," said Mrs Ciller 

In a separate vote, parliament 
decided also to investigate 
former energy minister Sioasi 
Alliner for the same charges. 


1 

much of their real power. 

Gorbachev attacked 

Moscow - A drunk, mot; 

Gorbachev in 

campaign trip in Siberia. »oqy 
seized lhe man and 
handed him to police. at 

Mubarak assurance 

Cairo - Presid enl Ho ® nj 
Mubarak dismissed recent vio- 
lence by Muslim militants in 
Egypt and said his government 
was winning the war against 
them. The Islamic Group mas- 
sacred IS Greek tourists m 
Cairo last Thursday. Reuter 

Greenpeace snubbed 

Sofia - Bulgarian officials re- 
jected a Greenpeace appeal to 
shut a nuclear plant at kozio- 
duv and said that its reactors 
conformed to international 
safety standards. Reuter 

Arms panel set up 

Washington - House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich created a special 
investigative panel to examine 
what he called the “reckless'' US 
role in Iranian arms shipments 
to Bosnia. TP 

Aids on the march 

Mangochi, Malawi — In some 
African armies half the sol- 
diers are infected with the virus 
which causes Aids, a conference 
on the disease was told. “Preva- 
lence rates in many armies of 
the developing world especially 
in Africa, are exceptionally 
high." Malawi's Defence Min- 
ister, Justin Malewczi. told an 
Aids conference. Reuter 

Dying general freed 

The Hague - The UN criminal 
tribunal for former Yugoslavia 
ordered the immediate provi- 
sional release of a Bosnian Serb 
general, Djordje Djukic, who 
is dying of cancer. The three- 
judge panel said the charges 
should be maintained. Reuter 

Chernobyl all-clear 

Kiev - Authorities said no one 
was hurt and there was no 
more than a minor increase of 
radioactivity after fire raced 
through deserted villages 
around the Chernobyl nuclear 
plant, scene of the world’s worst 
nuclear accident. ,4P 

Fire rules broken 

Dosseldorf- German authori- 
ties said the airport here did not 
conform to fire protection reg- 
ulations when a blaze killed 16 
people earlier this month. 
North-Rhine Westphalia state 
Premier Johannes Rau said 
flammable material had been 
used in false ceilings. Reuter 
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2 for 1 GCSE 



T he GCSE exams arc fast approach- 
ing, and to help students perform to 
the best of their abilities. The In- 
dependent and the Independent on Sun- 
day have teamed up with Arc Publishing 
to offer readers the chance to obtain a free 
audio study aid. When you buy one for 
£9.99, you can choose another for free. 
Or if you buy two for £19.98. you can 
choose three more for free, saving £29.97. 

There are 28 titles available in our range 
of Pass Your GCSE and also Pass Your 
A Level audio study aids. The study aids 
each worth £9.99, are an excellent and 
proven way to help students prepare for 
their exams. Each title has been careful- 
ly prod uced by people who are the recog- 
nised authorities in their areas; the Chief 
Examiners and Assistant Chief Examin- 
ers themselves. Who better to advise stu- 
dents on how to get good grades? 

The range also extends to ten of the most 
popular set texts on the Literature syllabus 
- and some of these titles consist of four 
cassettes. Each of the literature titles in- 
cludes a superb reading or a definitive per- 
formance by legends of television and film 
- such as HarperCollins’ Macbeth and Or- 
well’s own radio adaptation of Animal 
Farm licenced from lhe BBC Dr Rod 
Mengham and Ian Patterson of Cam- 
bridge University provide spoken notes 
explaining exactly what students should 
be listening for. These are informative and 
entertaining study aids designed to make 
subjects ‘come alive' and to help students 
do well in their exams. 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

A different numbered token will be 
printed each day until Saturday 27 


: and A- Level audio study aids 

With ^INDEPENDENT 
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April. Token 5 is printed today: Token 
6 will be printed tomorrow. 

To lake up our 2 for 1 offer, you need 
to collect two differently numbered to- 
kens. You can then order as many ti- 
tles as you like on the 2 for 1 basis. To 
take up our 5 for 2 offer, you need to 
collect four differently numbered to- 


kens. You can then order as may ti- 
tles as you like on the 5 for 2 basis. 

HOW TO ORDER 

An order form was printed in The 
Independent yesterday. Once you have 
completed the order form, send it with 
your tokens to: Independent Study Aid 


Offer, PO Box 2010, Romford, Essex 
RM3 8NZ. 

Postage and packaging is free. Please 
allow 14 days For delivery on receipt 
ofyourorder. The offercloscs31 May 
1996 and is subject to availability. 
Photocopies of tokens are not ac- 
ceptable. 


GCSE TITLES 

Animal Farm 
Henry V 

Tess of the D’Urbcvilles 

Macbeth 

Twelfth Night 

Far from the Madding Crowd 
Merchant of Venice 







Lit: Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry 

Lit: Romeo & Juliet 

Lit: Silas Mamer 

Lit Preparing for the Exams 

Lit: Drama Texts 

Eng: Preparing for the Exam 

Eng: Writing 

Hist: Intnl Relations in the C20th 
Hist: Hitler & Mussolini 
Sci: The Spectrum of Life 
Sci: From Genes to Galaxies 
Geog: Settlement, Rural & Urban 
Geog: Examination Techique 

A LEVEL TITLES 

Socio: Theory & Method 

Psychology: Ethics 

Lit: Practical Criticism 

Hist: The Rise of Hitler 

Econ: Introduction to Economics 

Geog: Weather & Hydrology 

Lit: King Lear 

Law: The Criminal Courts 
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E quality. Just whisper 
the word and watch 
the middle classes 
squirm. The success- 
ful and the privileged start 
counting their blessings and 
contemplating which they will 
have to sacrifice on the journey 
towards a brave new world. 
What was once a rallying cry for 
the outraged and the underdog 
to join the socialist cause sits 
uneasily with New Labour’s 
pitch for middle England. Even 
the phrase “equality of oppor- 
tunity" sounds, as one new 
Labour MP put it, “so tired". 

Equality doesn't just alienate 
w-uig voters it confuses them. 
Equality of what? Of income? 

Of taxes paid? Of opportunity? 
Each has different implications. 

The result is that every refer- 
ence to equality has to be qual- 
ified and explained to avoid 
misunderstandings. It’s very 
cumbersome. So 
there are good 
political and 
pragmatic rea- 
sons why a hard- 
headed, lefl-of- 
centre party 
might avoid slo- 
ganising about 
equality. 

But that does 
not mean New 
Labour can es- 
cape having a 
view on the sub- 
ject. Equality, 
justice, fairness, 
call it what you 
like, ideas such 
as these have 
lain at the heart 

of political Tony Blair 

movements for 



In Saturday's 
Independent : 


writes in 
response to 
our series 


centuries. New 
Labour’s views 
on equality are 
an essential part 
of its politics. 

New Labour is a moving tar- 
get, continually boning its 
views. But Tony Blair and his 
allies have spent two years out- 
lining their moral values and 
their speeches and policy 
papers hold important clues 
about their views on equality. 

Tony Blair has wrought two 
fundamental changes in 
Labour’s approach to social 
justice. The first is that he has 
set out a moral vision quite dif- 
ferent from that of Labour tra- 
ditionalists. The second is in 
Labour’s approach to capital- 
ism: it has moved away from the 
traditionalists' view of the mar- 
ket as the root of deep-seated 
class inequalities. 

What we regard as unfair 
crucially depends upon what 
we think people deserve. The 
most striking thing about Blair 
as a Labour leader is that for 
him this depends in large part on 
the individual. For Blair people 
are active, participating, choos- 
ing beings. Individuals fulfil 
themselves and lead moral lives 


news analysis f 


through endeavour, lo be happy 
and fulfilled then, wc need to be 
able to make choices, lo learn, 
to develop and to work. 

But these striving, active peo- 
ple are not Thatcher’s isolated 
individuals. They depend on - 
and thrive in — strong commu- 
nities. We have obligations to 
the community around us — or, 
as Blair puts it, responsibilities 
as well as rights. When an indi- 
vidual gets something out of 
society, it is only right that she 
puts something back. 

Membership of the commu- 
nity, for Blair, is the precondi- 
tion of individual fulfilment, 
and he argues that no one 
should be excluded, we must all 
have a slake, lough on those 
who take but do not give, to 
some Blair’s emphasis on 
responsibilities has appeared 
harsh. Advocates for the under- 
dog fear New Labour will blame 
the poor for fail- 
ing to improve 
themselves. 
However, by 
insisting that 
everyone is inc- 
luded in the com- 
munity, Blair is 
arguing that peo- 
ple should always 
be helped to have 
a second, third 
and fourth 
chance in life. 

New Labour’s 
flourishing indi- 
viduals are very 
different from 
the people who 
populate old 
Labour's world: 
passive recipients 
of entitlements 
banded out by 
the state; work- 
ers weak in the 
face of the power 
of business. Yet it 
is different, too, from the That- 
cherite portrait of people as 
atomised bundles of self-in ter- 
esL 

But it is not just Labour's 
high-flown values that have 
changed, its diagnosis of the 
causes of inequality has 
changed as welL 

Invectives against the evils of 
capitalism rarely slip through 
the lips of the modern Labour 
politician. Once they argued 
that class inequalities were the 
inevitable consequence of cap- 
italism. New Labour takes a 
very different approach. In 
place of "working class” New 
Labour spokespeople refer to 
the unskill ed. 

New Labour no longer 
blames the market for creating 
unfairness. Quite the reverse. It 
says h believes that competition 
can be extremely fair. It blames 
vested interests for preventing 
the market working property 
and institutionalising advan- 
tages for the few. So, for exam- 
ple, the glass ceilings that stop 



Second helpings: although Blair believes people should strive and be active, he also believes they should have a second, third and fourth chance in life Photograph: Craig Easton 



behind? 


New Labour is accused of abandoning the underdog in favour of the middle 
classes. What does ‘equality’ mean to the party now, asks Yvette Cooper 


women getting to the top of 
their professions are based on 
the prejudice of male bosses, 
who stop the market recognis- 
ing women’s true worth. In the 
global market economy. Lab- 
our recognises the pressures for 
growing wage inequalities. But 
it identifies the most important 
cause as the growing economic 
value of skills and their unequal 
distribution; it's not exploita- 
tion by the ruling class. So New 
Labour has changed its values 
and its diagnosis. What matters 
for most of us is what it wifi 
mean for taxes and benefits, 
education and jobs. 

Three important conse- 
quences for equality flow from 
these changes in New Labour's 
approach. First, it is far more 
important to redistribute 
opportunities for people to 
learn and work, than it is to 
redistribute the cash in their 


pockets. Hence Labour plans 
an expansion of job and train- 
ing opportunities for the young 
and long-term unemployed. 
Before 1992, Labour's biggest 
commitment was to raise pen- 
sions and child benefiL 

Labour traditionalists will be 
wincing. New Labour's distaste 
for redistribution through the 
tax and benefit system is, they 
say, testimony to the leader- 
ship's indifference to the plight 
of the poor. 

Yet that charge is clearly 
unfair. The second conse- 
quence of Mr Blair's belief in 
“indusioa” is that the welfare 
of the worst-off must be raised, 
lb guarantee each and every 
one of us a slake in his brave 
new world, his government 
would need to ameliorate the 
worst inequalities through tack- 
ling homelessness and poverty. 
With millions unemployed or 


homeless and one in three chil- 
dren brought up in poverty, 
these are ambitious plans. 

It remains to be seen how 
much levelJing-up Labour 
would actually be prepared to 
do in the name of social cohe- 
sion. New Labour is relatively 
comfortable with difference in 
jobs, income, lifestyles or 
achievements. Pavarotti and 
the millions he makes are fine 
by New Labour. People who 
work hard, or exploit their dis- 
tinctive talents can happily reap 
their rewards in the market 
place, for they have earned 
them. Endeavour deserves 
reward. And differences in tal- 
ents and abilities are to be cel- 
ebrated. 

Yet equality of opportunity on 
the other hand, appears to have 
become one of New Labour's 
central goals. This is the third 
consequence of the changes in 


its values and analysis. To give 
people the chance to fulfil them- 
selves they need equal oppor- 
tunities to learn and to gel jobs. 
New Labour is in the midst of 
becoming a more meritocratic 
party, which believes that jobs 
and pay should be allocated by 
fair competition, on moral ana 
economic grounds. 

Speaking last week in the 
John Smith memorial lecture, 
Gordon Brown provided a 
detailed account of Labour's 
view of equality of opportunity: 
“Equality of opportunity should 
not be a one-off, pass-fail, life- 
defining event but a continuing 
opportunity for everyone to 
have the chance to realise their 
potential to the full." 

In a country where 80 per 
cent of the sons and daughters 
of unskilled workers leave 
school at 16, trying to achieve 
equality of opportunity is still a 


radical project which would 
require shifting resources 
towards the education of the 
least skilled and least advan- 
taged; tackling bad schools 
rather than subsidising private 
schools; taxing university grad- 
uates to cover their fees and to 
use the money saved to 
improve vocational training 
instead. 

Redistribution? Ouch. Could 
it be that New Labour would cut 
the perks and privileges of the 
successful to extend opportuni- 
ties to others? It seems so. The 
party is prepared to cut child 
benefit for those 16- to 18- 
year-olds who stay on at school 
to finance new training and 
education opportunities for the 
teenagers who don’t. 

But how far are they prepared 
to go? New Labour has shown 
no interest in tackling the far 
bigger obstacles to equality of 


opportunity in Britain: private 
schools and inheritance. It 
appears their main priority is 
radically to widen the opportu- 
nities available to the worst-off, 
while avoiding hurting those 
who have most They want to 
level up not down. They believe, 
it seems, that increasing the 
opportunities for the underdog 
need not be at the expense of 
the successful. They want to 
build a coalition with the mid- 
dle classes on the grounds that 
they can make the entire com- 
munity better off. 

But there is no guarantee 
that they are righL Sooner or 
later there will be a crunch, 
when a Blair government has to 
choose between paying for a 
sexy new scheme to improve 
opportunities for the unskilled, 
and retaining middle-class tax 
allowances which assist every- 
one else. We. still can’t be sure 
which way they will jump. 

If you want to respond to our 
scries on New Labour, please fax 
vour letters to; 0171-293 2056. 
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Open and honest 
politicians? Nah... 

How different, how very different, 
from the home lives of our own dear 
politicians, 1 am tempted to remark, 
on getting a sneak preview of an in- 
deprb inter- 
view with 
American 
civil rights 
movement 
leader and 
former aspi- 
rant Demo- 
crat presi- 
dential 
candidate, 
Jesse Jack- 
son (left), 
and his wife 

—I 1 1 i^wi if Jackie, 

which will appear in the New Yorker 
magazine next week. 

Musing proudly on his five children 
Jackson p&re declares: “What we got 
cornin’ along here is gonna be the 
Kennedy family of black America. 

But it is the reminiscences of Jack- 
son mfire that intrigue me 
Jackie recalls that when they met at a 
black college in North Orotaia, ha 
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Love among 
the novelists 

Not so in Britain. Ifesterday was the 
»nnn«l R pman tif Novel of the Year 
awards. The winner was Rosamond 
Pilcher, who earned £4m last year alone. 
Her book. Coming Home, offers exam- 
ples of fin de stick romantic fictio n, wit h 
the chaps the guardians of moral virtue. 
Here is a typical moment: 

“ ‘No, don’t go-’ And she added, as 
though he needed any encouragement, 
‘it’s a double bed. There's masses of 
space. I’ll be all right iTyou stay. Please 
stop.’ Torn between desire and his own 
inbred good sense, Jeremy hesitated. 


Eventually Ts that a good idea?* he 
asked.” 


Westminster in denial 

All Bri tain, you might think, acknowl- 
edges the possibility of a Labour gov- 
ernment in the not-too-distant future. 
Not so, however, on Westminster City 
Council 

The good taxpayers of the London 
borough will be interested to learn that 
£48,000 of their money goes, each year, 
to the Advocacy Group, a political lob- 
byist outfit. Its job is exclusively to make 
contact with the big guns of parliament 
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Those taxpayers wfl] also be inter- 
ested to learn, next, the outcome of a 
recent review of the lobbyists’ perfor- 
mance. And what contact, I asked, had 
they made with senior Labour Party fig- 
ures? Er, came the answer, well, none. 


Censored porridge 

What exactly could have been on tbe TV 
to prompt Michael Howard into depriv- 
ing long-term prisoners of their battery- 
operated televisions? Looking op the 
schedules for Tbesday, when be trum- 
peted his announcement, I see on all 
channels “A Party Political Broadcast 
By The Labour Party”. 


Rockers revenge 

How many rock conceits have there 
been in Hyde Park? At the internation- 
ally broadcast press launch to announce 
this s umm er's concert with The Who, 
Bob Dylan and Eric Clapton, a civil ser- 
vant from the 
Department 
of National 
Heritage 
(“the 

expert") said 
this would be 
the fourth, 
following 
The Rolling 
Stones, Blind 
Faith and 
Queen. 

The expert 
is wrong. Eagle Eye himself once saw a 


port act, Huinble Pie, fronted by the late 
Steve Marriott (above). Others remem- 
ber Pink Floyd playing there in 1968. 
Readers of a certain vintage may be able 
to help Virginia Bottomley’s department 
gel its facts right Better still, her civil ser- 
vants could concentrate on other things. 
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The case for two 
Tory parties 


T he case for an open split in the Con- 
servative Party grows stronger by the 
day. If the party divided into two parties, 
one openly anti-European and the other 
pro, it could be good for the country, and 
in the long run. good for the party as well. 
Neither side would have to waste their 
time papering over the cracks. Both could 
present a coherent platform which they 
might be able to cany through without 
fear of constant internal dispute. 

Such a split is unlikely, of course, far 
fetched. The bonds oflovalty and history, 
friendship and fetes that hold the party 
together at its grassroots are too strong 
to be weakened by a merely ideological 
dispute. Yet the possibility of a split and 
the ease for one can no longer be ignored. 

The obvious but far from accurate par- 
allel is the role played by the breakaway 
Social Democratic Party in provoking 
Labour to embark upon its still incom- 
plete modernisation. There is intense dis- 
pute about how influential the SDP was 
in Labour’s evolution. Yet one thing is 
clear. The SDP was hugely productive: 
many of the new ideas it spawned have 
been" taken up by new Labour. A Euro- 
sceptic rump party' split off from the Tories 
would pour poison over European inte- 
gration. but deliver no new ideas that 
would help a Tory revival. 

No. the case for a split is not based on 
ihe ideological ferment it would create. 
It is much simpler than that: as il stands 
:he Tory party is increasingly unable to 
•ovem effectively. It is this theme - gov- 
imability - that links the modem Tory 
?arty with the Labour Party in the late 
[97(k The main issue facing the Labour 
^rty then was whether it ran the coun- 
jy or whether power was really in the 
lands of the unions. Now the issue that 
ortures the Tories is also about who gov- 
:ms. “Is Britain run from Whitehall or 
tom Brussels?" ask the Eurosceptics. 
nstead of Jack Jones and Hugh Scanlon 


emerging from Transport House to lay 
down' their demands, we have Sir James 
Goldsmith conspiring with John Redwood 
at the Dorchester Hotel in Park Lane. 

Labours inability to give a credible 
answer the question in the late Seventies 
sank it for more than a decade; the same 
fate awaits the Conservatives. Of course. 
Mr Major would not agree. Yesterday in 
his speech to the Institute of Directors he 
made yet another attempt to square the 
circle. His pitch was to offer a new way 
to be a Eurosceptic. Mr Major rejects 
Euroscepticism of tone. He wants to 
sound Europhile in general, stressing 
that there is no chance of Britain with- 
drawing from Europe. 

But he hopes there is a way of com- 
bining this Europhile tone with a Euro- 
scepticism about the details of policy. On 
this he may well be right: the case for 
reform of the Common Fisheries Policy 
is huge; the case for joining a single cur- 
rency finely balanced. All legislation 
emerging from Brussels should be gone 
through with a fine toothcomb. Yet where 
Mr Major is wrong is to believe il is also 
possible to be a Eurosceptic about EU 
institutions. It is impossible to reconcile 
a pro-European tone with opting out of 
vital decision-making committees on 
social policy, for instance. 

Eventually the circle always refuses to 
be squared. That is what the Eurosceptics. 
in their simplistic world, understand and 
that is why they will continue to under- 
mine the lory party’s ability to govern. 

Of course all this may pass. Sir 
James's Referendum Party may well be 
peaking too soon. But at the moment it 
is difficult to see how the Conservative 
Party will get beyond this ideological 
impasse on Europe and so reassert its 
credentials as a party capable of stabil- 
ity in government. That is why an open 
split must be a distant and drastic but 
serious possibility. 


Flogging the 


establishment 


H e lhatspareth the rod hateth his son, 
the Book of Proverbs tells us in chap- 
ter 13, verse 24. John Patten, the former 
education secretary, might well agree. He 
was flogged with a ferula - a 2ft long 
whalebone strap - by the Jesuits at Wim- 
bledon College. Corporal punishment, 
said Mr Patten some 30 years later, 
“under certain circumstances can be 
really useful". We are perhaps intended 
to infer that it clearly did him no harm. 

Why then, with this endorsement at 
both cabinet and biblical level, has Dou- 
glas Hurd gone on to the defensive over 
a reference to his exploits while at Eton? 
Sebastian Faulks, in his new book The 
Fatal Englishman writes of Jeremy Wolf- 
enden being beaten by the Captain of 
School, “a grave boy called Douglas 
Hurd". Reviewing the book, the former 
foreign secretary criticises the chapter on 
Wolfenden and its “inaccurate account of 
a beating I am supposed to have given 
him at Eton”. The inaccuracy, however, 
seems to be solely in the date given for 
the event. Indeed, Douglas Hurd's rep- 
utation as a flogger crops up surprisingly 
often in reminiscences of old Etonians. 
Does his disavowal indicate a schism with 
the flogging tendency' of the party, or is 
Mr Hurd simply trying not to thrash 
against the tide of history? 

Caning pupils in stale schools has 
been illegal since I9S2. following a rul- 
ing of the European Court. Most private 


schools have followed that trend - only 
a handful still employ corporal punish- 
ment - although the European Court in 
1993 upheld the right of a British pri- 
vate boarding school to cane a seven- 
year-old boy. 

The barbaric practice of caning is mer- 
cifully on its way out. yet it has clearly left 
its scars, paradoxically more markedly on 
the floggers than the floggees. As exem- 
plified by the memories of the proud-to- 
be-beaten Patten and the “inaccurate 
account" Hurd, it is those who adminis- 
ter barbarity who wish to forget, to hide 
it under the carpet rather shamefully. 
Those who suffered under it have little 
alternative but to believe it was good for 
them. When a recent biography of 
Anthony Ch even be -Trench accused the 
late Eton headmaster of being sadistically 
fond of caning, howls of protest were 
heard from boys he had thrashed, united 
in defending his reputation. 

Yet what of our other cabinet ministers 
and captains of industry and the civil ser- 
vice who were educated at public school? 
What bonds have been tied through 
thrashings? Who thrashed whom, how 
often, and when? Surely this is something 
to be included in the register of members 
interests. The British establishment Is 
riven by many factions, but it may be that 
the divide between the floggers and the 
flo gg ed is one of the least articulated but 
most important 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


School system fails with disturbed pupils 


Sir There is nothing new about 
the existence of children who are 
too difficult for teachers Lo cope 
with in ordinary classes (“Teach- 
ers lambasted for strike over 
boy", 23 April). Three years ago 
I retired from teaching in a school 
for children with emotional and 
behavioural difficulties. 1 was 
there for 21 years and still help 
on a voluntary basis. 

In the last few years 1 have seen 
a change from an all-round ther- 
apeutic school catering for varying 
problems of about 60 pupils, most 
of whom returned to normal 
schooling at the age of 11 and 
many before, to a sin bin holding 
a handful of wry disturbed chil- 
dren whose real needs cannot be 
met in a school and who are not 
provided with the psychiatric help 
that in the past was available in 
boarding establishments. 


The children we would have 
had in the past are still there, but 
are now in normal schools caus- 
ing disruption to others, failing to 
make progress and preparing to 
make even more disruption when 
they enter secondary'education. 

Obviously this problem is partly 
financial, but it also seems to be 
the result of a policy, at govern- 
ment level, to integrate special- 
needs children regardless of the 
nature of the need. It goes with- 
out saying that parents are no 
longer happyjbr their child to join 
our school, and that few young 
men will wish to come back say- 
ing, “Miss, you changed my life!” 

Gwen Reebie 
Twickenham, Middlesex 

Sin Teachers are not parents, 
policemen or social workers. They 
have the right to leach in reason- 


able conditions. The rest of the 
children and their parents have 
the right to leant in controlled and 
un threatening conditions. Wild- 
ing's parents hold sole responsi- 
bility for their son’s behaviour. 
Gillian Shephard is ducking hers. 
The teacheis are absolutely right. 

Brian French 
Altrincham, Cheshire 

Sin Am L the only newspaper 
reader who has been appalled at 
the release to the press of the 
name of a troubled child who has 
been excluded from school? If 
this was done by teachers, their 
union or the school, their ethical 
standards leave a lot to be desired. 

Jean Robinson 
: • Oxford 

Fran Abrams writes: The boy’s 
name kyzs released to CentratTeie- 
vision by his mother. .. 


Oxford and the 
‘tainted cash’ row 

Sin In your editorial on the Flick 
benefaction to the University of 
Oxford (“The .Flick fiasco", 18 
April) you attempt to discredit 
the university on the grounds of 
hand-wringing and inconsistency. 

The facts are that when con- 
cern was expressed about the 
benefaction the matter was, at 
once, fully investigated, and the 
university took the view that the 
money was not tainted and that 
it was entirely proper to retain it. 

The university has not in any 
way retreated from that view, as 
Dr Gert-Rudolf Flick himself 
acknowledged publicly. The title 
was removed from the chair, and 
the funding was returned to the 
donor, only at the personal 
request of Dr Flick himself, fol- 
lowing a deplorable campaign of 
vilification. The university 
remains very grateful to Dr Flick 
for his initial support. 

Dr Peter North 
Vice-Chancellor 
University Offices 
Oxford 


Cheerful view from Merseyside 


Sir: I am not a native-born 
Merseysider. Nevertheless I was 
appalled to read Rsler Popbam 
(23 April) describe recent shoot- 
ings, riots that took place more 
than 10 years ago, a stadium dis- 
aster in Belgium and the awful 
murder of a toddler as somehow 
linked and illustrative of Liver- 
pool's alleged “urban barbarity". 

Presumably he regards tie 
Brixton riots (all of them), the 
killing of PC Blakelock. unpro- 
voked attacks on tube passengers 
and the murder of a headmaster 
as accurately summarising the 
character of London. 


Clearly, his visit to Merseyside 
was fleeting. Otherwise he would 
have known that the very obvious 
new investment here is not (yet) 
the result of Objective One 
money but flows from the sus- 
tained efforts of government, 
local authorities and private 
enterprise alike to build on 
Merseyside’s recent successes. 

The region still has much to 
achieve but views formed from a 
distance do nothing to support the 
efforts of local people to realise 
their ambitions for Merseyside. 

Roger Prtoeaux 
Birkenhead 


Why Israel relies on military might 


Sir Alessandro Ansa writes (23 
April): “Israel was created by sheer 
military might and has continued 
to exisl through this power.” In 
1948 there was the sheer military 
might of the Egyptian, Jordanian, 
Syrian and Iraqi armies assisted by 
the sheer military might of the 
British, who had a part in arming 
them. When the newly created 


state of Israel was invaded by this 
sheer military might it responded 
through the Haganah with sheer 
conviction, determination and 
courage. Thereafter Israel under- 
stood that her survival would 
depend upon developing her own 
sheer military might. 

Michael Zefferit 
Fare ham, Hampshire 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone 
number. (Fax: 0171-293 2056: e-mail: letters la 1 independenLco.uk) 
Letters may be edited for length and darity. 


Phew. It’s another true blue scorcher 


S tory so far. Britain has just suf- 
fered its driest winter ever, fol- 
lowing its wannest summer ever, 
and there are fears of intense 
drought conditions waiting for ns 
ahead in the summer of 1996. But 
who or what is to blame for this? Mr 
Weatherman thinks he has the 
answers ... 

So. Mr Weatherman, who or what 
is to blame for this? 

Mr Weatherman writes: I don't 
think you can say that anyone is to 
BLAME for bad weather. It is a very 
modem idea that someone is always 
to blame. Of course, it is always fun 
to find a scapegoat and we all need a 
meaningless sacrifice from time to 
time, and no one can deny it would 
be nice to see Michael Howard get his 
comeuppance, but to say that anyone 
is to BLAME for bad weather - well, 
it's like asking who is to blame for 
gravity or for the fact that two and raw 
make four. 

God. 

Mr Weatherman writes: Panion? 
God is to blame for gravity ... and 
for two and two makes four, etc ... 

Mr Weatherman writes: So you 
think that God should resign, do you? 

Yes. In fact. 1 think he probably 
has. That probably explains why 
everything is going wrong. God is no 
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longer in charge. Exasperated by 
centuries of criticism, he has 
resigned in a huff and at the moment 
we have a caretaker coalition gov- 
ernment of archangels, saints and 
martyrs, all without experience, who 
are making a hash of the world. 

Mr Weatherman writes : Hmtn. It’s 
a beguiling theory, but it Is a little out- 
side the scope of a simple weather 
forecaster - / mean, we don V ever like 
to admit God as a cause of weather. 
Not in the short term, anyway. / 
mean, we don’t get up on your TV 
screens and say, “ There were several 
unexpected heavy thunderstorms in 
the Lancaster district this afternoon 
which disrupted power supplies: there 
was no obvious meteorological expla- 
nation for this, so God will have to 
take the responsibility, I'm afraid. " 

Why not? 

Mr Weatherman writes: Hardly sci- 
entific, is it? 


I thought you said meteorology 
wasn't a proper science? 

Mr Weatherman writes: Did I? Ves, 
I rather think I did. Well, the fact is that 
meteorology is something even worse 
than a science. It’s a pseudo-science. 
We like to SOUND like a science. We 
like to sound as if we DO know what 
is going on, and why. That s why we use 
so much talk of isobars and degrees 
and wind-chill factors and dungs ... 

Just because it sounds scientific? 

Mr Weatherman writes: Kj. That's 
why we hate it when you ask who is to 
blame for bad weather. We don V want 
to use terms like blame, or bad weather. 
What is BAD weather? No weather is 
bad in its own right, only bad for some- 
one. Rain is bad for the cricketer, good 
for the farmer ... 

Oh. come on - who IS to blame for 
the recent dry summer? 

Mr Weatherman writes: Well the 
Tories, actually. 

The TORIES? 

Mr Weatherman writes: Indirectly, 
yes. Look at it this hot. All nature 
depends on a series of cycles. Tui and 
yang. Birth and death. Night and day. 
Hot and cold. Winter and summer. 
Son and reap. Wax and wane ... 

What’s this got to do with the 
Tories? They don't wax and wane. 
Thej' just sell off public property to 
the public. 


Mr Weatherman writes: Ah, but 
you're wrong. The Tories have always 
been part of a natural cycle of gov- 
ernment and opppositiori. Once upon 
a time they alternated with the Liber- 
als. Now they alternate with Labour. 

But they haven't been alternating 
with Labour! They've been hanging 
on lo office grimly since 1979! 

Mr Weatherman writes: iou 're right. 
And that !r the trouble! For 16 years or 
more the Tory party has refused to 
alternate with Labour in the great tra- 
dition of British politics. We now 
think this is beginning to affect every- 
thing. The abeyance of the old Tory! 
Labour cycle is having its effect on the 
weather cycle, which is also going seri- 
ously agley. 

You seriously maintain that the 
longer the Tories stay in office, the 
more dislocated the weather picture 
will be?^ 

Mr Weatherman writes: It's just a 
hypothesis. But it can be easilv tested. 

' How? 

Mr Weatherman writes: By the 
Tories resigning. 

And how can that be engineered? 

Mr Weatherman writes: I’m glad 
you asked me that. The easiest way to 
get the Tories to resign is ... 

I’m sorry - that’s all we have 
space for today. Some other time 
perhaps. 


Prince’s good 
works unsung 

Sin Your leading article on 22 
April “A manifesto for the 
monarchy" suggest that the 
Prince of Wales should follow the 
example of the Princess Royal’s 
“impressive, determined charity 
work". 

Surely he is doing this already, 
through the Prince’s Trust and a 
host of other concerns to which 
he gives his unstinting support. 
Last year Prince Charles carried 
out over 600 engagements, many 
of them relating to charitable 
causes. The Prince’s good work 
both at home and aboard receives 
very little publicity, while every 
opportunity is taken to show him 
in a bad light. 

Donald Foreman 
Secretary 
The Constitutional 
Monarchy Association 
London E4 


Leap-year bug 

Sin The suggested solution to the 
Millennium Bug, deducting 50 
from the year (letter, 20 April), 
will put the computer user out of 
step with the sequence of leap 
years. Alignment can be restored 
by deducting 28 or 56 instead. 
Another illustration of die prob- 
lems that can be caused by over- 
simplified fixes. 

Jeff Barnes 
Harrow. 
Middlesex 



Paying for yet more roads 


Sir. Recent debate in the Inde- 
pendent about the Private Finance 
Initiative has convinced me that 
it’s time for another cup of 
Andrew M air's coffee and a lit- 
tle more concentration (“A pub- 
lic finance «ranrial in the making", 
1 1 April; letters, 20 April). 

Using the PFI to build socially 
useful projects such as schools, 
colleges and hospitals is one 
thing, and the merits or otherwise 
of this approach have been thor- 
oughly debated; using it to build 
more roads, which even the 
Department of Transport itself 
now admits will simply encourage 
more traffic, is quite another and 
the issues this raises have yet to 
be aired. With the exception of 
the Channel tunnel rail link, 
road-building projects form the 
largest s intersegment of the PFI. 
At JEl.lbn, the value of road 
schemes already announced 
amounts to over twice as much as 
the total for hospitals. 

And the method chosen for 
building these roads, whereby a 
scheme from the national pro- 
gramme is offered to the private 
sector on a design, build, finance 
and operate (DBFO) basis in 
return for payment by the Trea- 
sury of a “shadow toll” for every 
vehicle that uses the road, will 
simply mean more and more 
cars, noise and poDution at a time 
when the consensus is increas- 
ingly for traffic reduction. 

It’s not hard to see why DBFO 
is so attractive to a government 
short of cash yet eager to cut taxes 
in the run-up to a general elec- 
tion. It’s a “buy now, pay later" 
way of reinvigorating a roads pro- 
gramme that had virtually ground 
to a halL In the long term, though, 
it mil be a huge waste of public 
money. A forthcoming report to 
be published by Transport 2000 
shows that the so-called Salisbury 
bypass in Wiltshire will cost the 
taxpayer twice as much under the 
PFI than as a public road. And 
that is without attempting to put 
a price on the water meadow set- 
ting of Saiisbuty Cathedral, as 
painted by Constable and Turner, 
now due to be severed by a pri- 
vate route on an embankment the 
height of a telegraph pole. 

Emma Must 
Roads Coordinator 
Transport 2000 
London NW1 

Sir; Bypasses are conventionally 
justified on two basic grounds: the 
relief given to the bypassed 


community, and the improved 
journey times for the bypassing 
traveller. In the examples quoted 
by W K Stead (Letters, 23 April ), 
it is clear that there were signifi- 
cant benefits to the bypassed 
communities in Devon and Corn- 
wall. However, the roads were pri- 
marily justified by the Govern- 
ment in terms of the benefit lo the 
bypassing traveller (using the 
much-criticised CoBA system ). 

However, the situation is 
somewhat different in Newbury, 
as in any instance where the 
bypassed community is of signif- 
icant size. The majority of New- 
bury's traffic is local, and will 
remain on the existing roads even 
if the bypass is built. The com- 
munity will not be relieved of its 
traffic problems. For the Gov- 
ernment, relieving the problems 
of Newbuiy was only ever a side 
issue compared with the time sav- 
ings to travellers on the A34. 

The other thing that is differ- 
ent is that it is now 1996. Il would 
be a brave politician who claimed 
that all road building is a good 
thing. All would say that it is a 
matter of balance, with journey- 
time savings rated as less impor- 
tant than they once were, when 
compared with habitat destruc- 
tion, traffic generation, pollu- 
tion, global warming and the loll 
of road accidents. 

An expensive mistake is being 
made at Newbury. I pray that this 
time it will be the lasL 

Richard Mann 
Oxford 

Sir I was very interested to read 
the article (23 April) about the 
mallard's nest found on the route 
of the Newbuiy bypass. However. 
I was also concerned at the 
impression given that the pro- 
testers have left the area and that 
the fight lo stop this hugely dam- 
aging road has now ended. 

Whilst the people camped in 
the trees on the bypass route have 
been evicted, new camps have 
sprung up around the route of the 
proposed road. Hundreds of cam- 
paigners are still in Newbuiy and 
many more are expected to join 
the campaign when the co&struc- 
tion work begins. There is still 
time for this monstrous scheme to 
be scrapped and to invest the 
money in alternative measures 
that will actually solve Newburv’s 
traffic problems. 

Simon Dowden 

The Third Battle of Newbuiy 
Newbury. Berkshire 
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Starved research 

Sin David Harrison (“Paying for 
the new pioneers”, 17 April) 
draws attention to the research 
funding crisis faced by UK uni- 
versities. However, his suggested 
solution (even greater selectivity) 
depends on a number of implau- 
sible assumptions: 

1) that departmental (and in 
effect, institutional) “research 
ratings” have sufficient validity to 
justify funding derisions; 

2) that the (rated) past per- 
formance of academics is a valid 
guide for prediction; 

3) that data of poor validity relat- 
ing to the performance of other 
academics who happened in the 
past to have been in their depart- 
ments or institutions, provide a 
valid baas for predicting the future 
discoveries of other academics. 

The nation will not be well 
served by funding bodies that 
behave like this. The problem is 
the underfunding of the system as 
a whole. This is the problem that 
must be addressed irt the comma 
general election. 

P K Burgess 
Department, of Psychology 
Dundee University 


Voter fatigue 

Sin Andrew Marr’s support for a 
more serious and unpredictable 
political conversation (“Politi- 
aans: if you want us to listen- 
keep it Short", 18 April) is wel- 
come but, alas, forlorn.' Having 
never failed to vote in a local or 
general election for 45 years, I 
have decided never to vote again 
I now belong to Marr’s “Real 
Britain", turned off not just by 
the predictability of political com- 
munication, but also by its 
increasing deceitfulness. 

RP Williams 
Tninch, Norfolk 

Haiku cycle 

Sir; In this environmentally con- 
scious age, the haiku form (Let- 
ters, 18. 23 April) could be used 
as a paper-saver. Government! 
reports could distilled thus: 

A package of lies 

on the table, is unwrapped 

to be recycled 

Patricia V Dawson 
London SE26 •. 
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A nation of voyeurs is not a pretty sight 

From publicity-seeking Princess to unruly schoolboy, the line between public and private becomes blurred 


A s a country, we are losing our 
sense of decent privacy. Last 
night, in the Commons. MPs were 
debating the question of fault in 
divorces, and many of us may wonder 
whence comes the right of that assem- 
blage of self-promoters, genuine 
moralists, hypocrites and adulterers to 
pass collective judgement on our inti- 
mate affairs. 

Everywhere the line between what 
is private and what is for public debate 
is blurred. A disruptive boy drives 
teachers to the edge of Industrial 
action — that’s a public question, 
involving serious problems for policy- 
tnakers. But when the boy, as an indi- 
vidual. is argued about on television 
and in the press, then his privacy has 
been punctured and his life changed 
forever. No one, apparently, feels 
uneasy - least of all his parents. 

This week's most drama Lie image of 
broken privacy didn’t appear in the 
Independent - I’m pleased to say. The 
appearance of the Princess of Wales, 
as a tiuckly-mascara'd observer of a 
heart operation on a seven-year-old 
boy. filmed throughout for Sky tele- 
vision, marked a new low for manip- 
ulative voyeurism. 

Not everything about it reeked. 
The boy, from Cameroon, was brought 
to Harefield hospital by a charity. No 
doubt it does good work, and no 
doubt it struggles to raise funds. No 
doubt young Amaud Wambo, 
stretched on the operating table, was 
delighted to be helped by the Western 
doctors. No doubt the surgeon. Sir 
Magdi Yacoub, thought he had man- 
aged some sort of publicity coup on 
behalf of good works. 

But the event was obscene. What 
was the Princess doing there? She said 


she was there to watch because she 
was “a great lover of children”: observ- 
ing surgical operations helped her 
“gather information" about “life on 
the knife edge". Bad enough: what 
would wc say or feel about an ordinary 
citizen who wauled to push their way 
into theatres to watch children being 
operated on? 

But she was there as much to be 
watched as to watch. She had a tele- 
vision crow present so that the world 
could observe her watching a private 
event. Wc talk about intrusion as 
“stripping away” layers of privacy 
and, sometimes, of clothing. In this 
case the child's very Desh was being 
opened and exposed in an event partly 
intended to help the Princess’s image. 
And this, remember, from a woman 
who has repeatedly complained about 
her own privacy being invaded. 

Having been suspicious of the 
artempts of courtiers to portray Diana 
as several gem stones short of a full 
tiara, 1 think we need to accept that 
she is a veiy strange woman indeed, 
who needs more help than she's get- 
ting. But as someone who. at least on 
this occasion, acts as voyeur and exhi- 
bitionist at the same lime, she is cer- 
tainly some kind of emblem of mod- 
em British culture. 

For intrusion isn’t something 
endured by a few famous people for 
the amusement of the rest of us; it has 
spread everywhere. A country once 
famous for its quiet, its privet -hedged, 
suburban reticence, has become 
obsessed by toe-curiingly intimate 
details of the sex-lives of quite obscure 
people. In our papers and increasingly 
in broadcasting, we have become a 
nosy nation. 

The other side of this is that many 
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We have become 
toe-curlingly 
obsessed with obscure 
people’s sex lives 

of us have become exhibitionists os 
well as voyeurs. People happily go on 
television and talk candidly' about 
things which, a generation ago, would 
have been stifled in embarrassed 
silence, even in the family. The ago- 
nising deaths of relatives, strange sex- 
ual practices, fraud and violent behav- 
iour- all can become the raw material 
for media exhibitionism. Rob a bank. 
Get caught. Sell the serial rights. 

I don't know whether Lord Beaver- 
brook or Sigmund Freud arc more to 
blame for the withering-away of 
shame: but 1 think I liked us better 
when we were a nation of hypocrites. 

The important point, though, is 
that this repeated puncturing of the 
line between private and public creates 
confusion about the proper limits of 
politics and political debate. 

Hike last night’s Commons argu- 
ment on how and when divorce may 
take place. In almost any divorce 


there are public issues - equity, prop- 
erty rights the care of children - that 
are rightly for politics and politicians. 

But whether this or that marriage 
is tolerable is not for MPs. It b for us, 
and our fallible, private judgements 
about our fallible private lives. There 
must be a large space in life that the 
state simply leaves alone - except 
where abuse or violence involves the 
criminal law. 

Bui it pushes and pushes. Because 
of the welfare bill implications of, for 
example, single parenthood, the moral 
cudgel still tends to be waved by ibe 
upper middle classes in the direction 
of the “feckless” poor. The state cer- 
tainly has an obligation to limit 
demands on the taxpayer, and con- 
sider any perverse consequences of 
different welfare systems. But that is 
a financial matter, not a moral one. 

ll should always be approached in 
a spirit of modesty, even humility. 
Many British citizens have little 
chance of a good job, or nice hous- 
ing, or a high disposable income; for 
the state to lecture them about how 
they get their kicks in life, or with 
whom, or what the)’ eat, or whether 
nr not they choose to smoke, is sim- 
ply impertinent. 

Sex is the most obvious case; and to 
be fair - Aids campaigning apart - 
politicians are beginning to belt up 
about thaL Ever since reading, at a 
lender age, a letter in a pornographic 
magazine from a woman whose hus- 
band liked dressing up as a fully- 
armoured Roman soldier (“I lie there 
and hear him come slowly up the stairs 
- clank, dank, dank ...”) I've thought 
that human sexuality was far too 
strange and various for the state to 
have any view on at all. 


Similarly, when it comes to divorce 
legislation, it is not the job of the 
state to promote fidelity: that is for 
churches, families, peer-group pres- 
sure and the individual conscience. 
Lord Mackay’s legislation, a modest 
withdrawal of the law from private 
life, is therefore a politically virtuous 
measure, going against the grain of 
these nosey, interfering times. It is 
depressing that anti-statist Tories, 
however strong their personal views 
on divorce, have been unable to see 
it that way. If they stand for anything 
except anti-Europeanism, it should 
surely include the defence of private 
life. 

Today, it seems almost a lost cause. 
The deluge of confessional television, 
“advice” columns and prurient jour- 
nalism makes almost everything seem 
public. It is our free market version * 
of the destruction of privacy in the 
old Communist states. And by punc- 
turing the separation between decent 
privacy and the world of public 
debate and public policy, it is caus- 
ing real damage to our political 
culture. 

Privacy doesn't seem to be a big 
issue in this country. But it should be. 
The common view of privacy legisla- 
tion is that it would help protect the 
politicians and is therefore a bad 
thing. But a proper privacy law - one 
which distinguished between intrusion 
into sexual lives (bad) and into busi- 
ness dealings (good, or at least legit- 
imate) would help rebuild the fence 
between public and private life. And 
if it did that, h might help protect the 
rest of us from politicians and their 
impertinence - if not yet, perhaps, 
from the vanity of camera-hungry 
princesses. 


How Major stumbled into peace 

The IRA ceasefire started despite the Government rather than because of it, reveals David McKittrick 


A fter February’s IRA bombing in 
■/^Docklands which killed two peo- 
ple and caused such widespread dam- 
age, John Major made a broadcast to 
the nation in which he asserted: “In 
1991, 1 began a new search for peace." 
If tty this he meant the path that led 
, to the December 1993 Downing Street 
declaration and the 1994 IRA cessa- 
tion of violence, he is on decidedly 
shaky ground in implying ownership of 
the process. 

Ibe Prime Minister’s devotion to 
seeking peace in Ireland is not in ques- 
tion: be has put more time and effort 
into that usually thankless task than 
any other modern prime minister. 
His personal commitment to the 
search ranks with that of Gladstone 
and Lloyd George. 

The criticism is not one of lack of 
commitment but lack of a compass. 
The outside world may have the 
impression that Mr Mayor’s has been 
a sure, determined and resolute hand 
on the tiller. But this is not borne out 
by the private documentation: rather, 
the picture is of a government that has 
often stumbled along, unsure of its 
bearings, divided in its counsels and 
unclear in its aims. 

In October 1993, Mr Major was ask- 
ing the then Taoiseach, Albert 
Reynolds, to drop the process of draft- 
ing die declaration - “After giving it 
very careful consideration, with all the 
intelligence at our disposal," he wrote, 
“*we have very reluctantly concluded 
that it wiU not run at the present time 
... I know how disappointing this will 
be to you. I look forward to consider- 
ing other options.” 

The fact is that during most of the 
peace process, Mr Major did not actu- 
ally believe h would end in peace. It 
was, in essence, an Irish nationalist 
process revolving around Gerry 
Adams, Sinn Fein and the IRA, Albert 
Reynolds and John Hume, the SDLP 
leader, together with Catholic priests 
who, acting as catalysts, helped to 
bring these different elements tog- 
ether for talks. 

This hidden network of contacts, 
particularly those between Gerry 
Adams and John Hume, helped to 
produce new thinking amongpartid- 
pants. Some of those who met repub- 
licans later said they could see, as they 
looked into the eyes of Adams and the 
others, a growing appreciation of 
views from outside the hermetically 
sealed republican underworld. 

The huge conceptual step eventu- 
ally taken by the republicans was to 
call a halt to terrorism, and to do so 
without any promises from the British 
government. Instead, the cessation 
would be called on the understanding 
that an end to violence would mean 



Despite repeated demands for talks, the Government consistently misreads the signs coming from the republicans 
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the beginning of a powerful new 
nationalist political coalition. 

This was followed in August 1 994 by 
the huge practical step of the IRA ces- 
sation. While many outside observers 
have assumed that this can in large 
measure be attributed to John Major's 
intricate behind-the-scenes manoeuv- 
rrngs, there is a case to be made that it 
all happened despite the Government’s 
stance rather than because of ft. 

The Government, for a time under 
Margaret Thatcher and subsequently 
under John Major, bad its own secret 
lines to the IRA and Sinn Fein 
between 1990 and 1993. But the strik- 
ing feature of the voluminous docu- 
mentation available is that throughout 
those three years the two sides never 
actually got down to real business. 

They meandered in aides, becom- 
ing bogged down in procedural issues, 
and at no point was there a compre- 
hensive exploration of the issues and 
the positions of the two sides. This 
contact with the British first puzzled 
the IRA, then exasperated them, then 
left them convinced that London was 
not serious and was acting in bad faith. 


The IRA concluded, in fact, that the 
British were even more perfidious 
than they had always assumed, a 
judgement that did nothing to speed 
the arrival of the cessation. 

In August 1994, Mr Major, having 
listened to the advice of his ministers 
and his intelligence agencies, did not 
believe the ERA was about to declare 


The IRA concluded 
that Britain was even 
more perfidious than 
they assumed 


an open-ended ceasefire. Taken by 
surprise tty the cessation announce- 
ment, his handling of subsequent 
events was less than sure-footed: the 
Government often seemed to regard 
the whole thing as a greasy ball rather 
than a golden opportunity. 

In the autumn of last year the same 
people who had advised him that there 


would be no ceasefire were telling him 
that there would be no resumption of 
violence. This catastrophically inaccu- 
rate assessment led Mr Major to 
believe he was free to push and pres- 
surise Sinn Fein as much as he wished. 

In this the Government, and the 
intelligence people, got the republican 
psychology wrong. The democratic 
instinct rightly recoils from the notion 
that terrorists should be rewarded 
because they decide to stop using mur- 
der. But this was an instance where 
huge benefits could have been gained 
not by rewarding the republicans but 
by convincing them that their entry 
into mainstream politics was assured. 

The Government never conveyed 
any sense of this to the IRA. Instead, 
the impression was given that Britain 
was intent on turning the cessation 
into a surrender. The IRA took the 
British demand for de-commissioning 
of weapons to be an insistence on 
capitulation. The months of stale- 
mate that ensued were followed by the 
Docklands bomb. 

The republican mindset is a com- 
plex and often subtle one: they often 


misread the British but, even more fre- 
quently, the British misread them. 
One Dublin source said with some bit- 
terness that the British “didn't (mow 
why the ceasefire started and don’t 
know why it finished". 

Martin McGuinness of Sinn Fein 
just yesterday made clear that the 
chances of an early IRA ceasefire are 
bleak, but the fact that the peace 
process so often came to life again 
when it had seemed defunct means 
that hope of its revival springs eternal. 
In the meantime some lessons can be 
Learnt from the past six years. 

One is that clandestine talks can 
sometimes bear fruit. Another is that 
the Government is unlikely to make 
the right moves in relation to the 
republicans until it becomes more 
successful at getting inside the repub- 
lican brain, studying how these people 
think, and working out how best their 
sensibilities can be managed. 

7 he Fight for Peace - the Secret Story 
behind the Irish Peace Process’, by 
Eamonn MalUe and David McKittrick, 
was published yesterday by Hebnemnnn. 


M ore than 100,000 people have 
signed petitions and pledges 
calling for an independent inquiry 
into the Sea Empress oU spjD disaster 
and for the protection of sensitive 
marine habitats. The petitions and 
pledges were delivered to Downing 
Street and the House of Commons 
yesterday and an adjournment debate 
was held between myself and the 
transport minister, Steven Norris, on 
the issue. , . . 

The Government has consistently 
refused toappoint a truly Independent 
panel of inquiry because, I believe, of 
Hear that it would reveal serious 
shortcomings by mmisters, mefodmg 
Dr Brian Mawbinney, the Conserva- 
tive Party chairman (formerly Secre- 
tary of State for ’fransport), m not 
implementing in ftiU DoraM- 


Oil spill inquiry open to question 


son's recommendations after the 
Braer dsasterin 1993. 

The Government has appointed 
the Marine Accident Investigation 
Branch (MAXB) of the Department of 
Transport to carry out an inquiry into 
the actions that led to the grounding 
of the Sea Empress and related mat- 
ter*. For the first time, civil servant* 
are being asked to investigate the 
actions of their political masters and 
their colleagues in the Marine Pollu- 
tion Cbntrol Unhand die Cbas^^ 
Agency. These officials were directly 
involved in the decision-making 
process of the salvage operation that 
turned an aradent which spilt less than 
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1,000 tons of oD when the vessel first 
grounded into probably the largest oil 
pollution catastrophe to hit UK shores, 
when under control of the salvors the 
ship ran aground again four days later 
and spilt 70,000 tons of oiL 
Lord Donaldson’s recommended 
that powerful salvage togs should be in 
position around our coasts, and he 
specifically recommended that a pow- 
erful tug for the western approaches 





shouid be on station by the winter of 
1994/95. This was not done. There is 
also evidence from interviews given by 
the salvors that Department of Trans- 
port officials were involved in all ded- 
aons taken during the salvage opera- 
tion and, it has been alleged, they may 
have agreed to the deliberate dis- 
charging of oil to refloat the vesseL 
It is vftd that the public, particularly 
those who have been directly affected 
by tins disaster and those who are con- 
cerned with the protection of our 
environment, have confidence in the 
final report and recommendations. 
That can only come if the inquiry has 
an independent element supervising ft. 


o 
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L and the Labour Party, have asked 
the Government to recognise that 
and appoint Lord Donaldson to over- 
see the inquiry. 

In yesterday’s adjournment debate 
I was disappointed, but not surprised, 
that the Government foiled to appre- 
ciate the importance of public per- 
ception. The only new point was that 
Steven Norris stated that ministers 
would be examined by the inquiry 
team. That is a vital step forward, and 
I expect Dr Mawhhmey and Sir George 
Young (the present Secretary of Stale 
for Transport) together with the ship- 
ping minister. Lord Goschen, to be 
interviewed as soon as possible. 1 am 
sure their evidence will make inter- 
esting reading when ft is published. 

The writer is Labour MP for Pembroke. 


Don’t pity 
the banks 

The press has got it wrong over the 
rrhnnnpl tunnel’s financial losses, 
says Alastair Morton 


O nly a few outside the 
tabloid pursuits of royalty 
have experienced or will expe- 
rience on the same scale, in one 
morning, the buzz, whine and 
splat of ricocheting adjectives, 
adverbs, pictures, cartoons, and 
even complete sentences that 
Tuesday morning’s press fired 
my way, after Eurotunnel 
announced losses for last year 
of £925 m. Patrick Ponsolle. my 
partner as French co-chairman, 
was also having a lively time. 

It's part of the job at Euro- 
tunnel, a job that for more 
than nine years has been exhil- 
arating, stimulating and very 
challenging. Getting the tunnel 
built was a voyage through the 
English psyche that has reached 
its destination. It is built and its 
benefits are becoming evident, 
but the Independent's invitation 
(leading article, “Thank the 
banks for our tunnel". 23 April) 
to pity our creditor banks 
ignores history. 

The opening of the Channel 
tunnel is the achievement of 
thousands. That ft took nine 
years to reach full operation is 
history. That it cost about 65 per 
cent more to build than esti- 
mated initially is also history. 
That the extra cost and, much 
more, the delays have imposed 
a crippling debt service burden 
is a fact for which the project 
partners share responsibility, not 
a duty of pity. The “culture of 
blame” in Britain today isdeeply 
unhealthy: we should rather talk 
of responsibilities, of which - as 
the French put it - each must 
take his (or her) own. Respon- 
sibility is positive, different from 
and anterior to blame. 

We in Eurotunnel, particu- 
larly the co-chairmen, accept 
our responsibility to our share- 
holders. Our task is to pursue 
delivery of their expectations, 
either by our own team or by 
others. If we fall short, we apol- 
ogise, as we did in last year's 
report, and we keep striving, as 
we promised. Others, too, have 
accepted or must accept their 
responsibilities: governments, 
suppliers - and the promoters 
of this grand project 
The promoters, who to their 
eternal credit put this project 
together between 1984 and 
1987, were 10 contractors who 
became TML, and five banks 
who volunteered to arrange 
the loans that were the condi- 
tion precedent of our share- 
holders’ investment 
Let us remember the pro- 
moters with respect. The Chan- 
nel tunnel was not promoted by 
an independent listed group 
called Eurotunnel. We arrived 
mouths later in 1986, charged as 
client with achieving delivery of 
the promises made by the first 
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■qfw care about 
a better 
life. 


don't you 
care about 
a better 
death? 


7996 of people in this country believe that it 
should be legal for those incurably ill and in 
severe distress to be allowed to request a 
peaceful, dignified end to their Suffering. Our 
law does nor agree: so the agony continues. 

If you support voluntary euthanasia, the best 
way to achieve a change in the law is 
to join the Voluntary Euthanasia 
Society. Do it today- 


join the Voluntary Euthanasia Society 
and you will receive a free Advance 
Directive, which enables you to specify 
your wish not to be subjected to unwanted medical 
Intervention If Incurably 111. 

Please make me a member of VES and Weep me informed 
about the campaign. I enclose £1(1 annual subscription 
(Joint membership £15). 
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Postcode 
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For Dignity in Dying 
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three partners. Thus all four 
partners - the two governments, 
contractors, bankers and client 
- look on responsibilities to 
each other. Much has been 
delivered, but many hopes are 
still deferred and subject to 
modification. 

In 1985, the five promoter 
banks reconfirmed that no state 
funds or guarantees were 
needed. In 1 9S6, without a live 
client, they put together terms 
for underwriting £5bn in loans 
to the project. By November 
1987 they had a client to 
attempt delivery of the 
promises: they had 45 or more 
underwriting banks fully on 
board and briefed; eventually 
thev drew 180 more banks into 


The ‘culture of 
blame 7 in Britain 
today is deeply 
unhealthy 


their indicate. They had with 
them their own choice of engi- 
neering. legal, economic, man- 
agement and other specialist 
advisers with total access to the 
project throughout the coming 
years, insulated from any con- 
trol by Lhe client. 

About 40 per cent of the 
h anks made no further com- 
mitment after November 1987, 
and their funds were fully dis- 
bursed by November 1990. The 
remaining banks committed 
further fluids from December 
1990. In September 1992, the 
banks completed an absolutely 
fundamental review of whether 
to stop the project or go for- 
ward to completion and com- 
missioning. After listening to 
their advisers, they continued 
and now the tunnel is open. 

We are partners with our 
bankers. Without them there 
would have been no project. 
Without the governments, the 
contractors, our shareholders 
and our own staff - no project. 
The fulfilment of each partners 
expectations has been delayed 
or deferred. Each partner has 
responsibilities still to take 
before the final reckoning is 
struck. We hope and believe 
there will be more for our 
shareholders - the last comers 
to the partnership and the most 
vulnerable - than the press is 
wont to say in its “creditor 
takes all" fashion. Each partner 
must negotiate and take a due 
share of any pain, and hope to 
recuperate later. 

Sir Alastair Mortem is chairman 
of EurotunneL 
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P. L Travers (the initials stand 
for Pamela Lyndon) is best 
known as an author of children's 
books, in particular as the cre- 
ator of Maty Poppins, one of the 
most original and universally 
loved characters in modern 
children's fiction: 3 "cosmic 
nanny” l “guardian angel" who 
arrives one day out of the blue, 
as if sent from Heaven, in Cher- 
ry Tree Lane to look after the 
Banks children, Jane and 
Michael. 

The first of P X. Travers' five 
Mary Poppins books, entitled 
simply Mary Poppins, was pub- 
lished in 1^34 and became an 
immediate success with children 
and adults alike. It was trans- 
lated into 20 languages and 
became a world-wide bestseller 
when Walt Disney made it into 
a film starring Julie Andrews. 
Four more stories followed at 
intervals: Man- Poppins Comes 
Back (1935)', Mary Poppins 
Opens the Door (1943). Mary 
Poppins in the Park ( 1952). Mary 
Poppins in Cherry Tree Lane 
(1982) and Mary Poppins ami the 
House Ned Boor ( 1 989 J. In (he 
intervening years she published 
Tiie Far in the Manger, based on 
a Christmas carol in which the 
Fox brings his gift of cunning to 
infant Jesus, thus uniting clev- 
erness and goodness, wildness 
and tameness in cosmic har- 
mony: and Friend Monkey, the 
story of the Linnet family with 
their pet monkey and their 
Nanny Miss Brown-Potter. But 
these* characters failed to 
achieve the same archetypal 
status as her first creations. 

“I have never written for 
children." she once remarked, 
"for who knows where child- 
hood ends and adulthood be- 
gins?" And indeed the timeless, 
magical world she creates in her 
work is a reflection of her own 
mystical poetic vision. This she 
expanded more theoretically 
in a series of lectures and essays, 
of which What the Bee Knows: 
reflections on myth, symbol and 
storv was a selection published 
in 1989. 

P. L. Travers was reserved to 
the point of secretiveiiess: the 


use of initials was partly due to 
her desire for anonymity: “At 
first I wanted to publish my 
books anonymously - the best 
poems in anthologies are writ- 
ten by Anon.“ she said. By the 
same token she did not like bi- 
ographies: "What porridge Mr 
Keats had for breakfast is of no 
consequence,” she wrote. As a 
result for years I did not know 
that the tall, elegant old lady I 
saw walking down our street 
with a queenly gait was the 
creator of Mary Poppins- Lat- 
er I interviewed her for a book 
and we remained friendly 
neighbours from then on. 

Although warm and open, in 
interviews she declined an- 
swering any questions relating 
lo her private life, or her age. 
Her official dale of birth was 
1906; in fact she was bom in 
1897 in Queensland. Australia, 
to an Irish father and a moth- 
er of Scottish origin. She was ed- 
ucated at home by governesses, 
and as a young girl she worked 
in turns as secretary, dancer, ac- 
tress and journalist. She wrote 
poeov in childhood. "Hardly Mr 
Yeats.” commented her father 
when she showed him her first 
poem at the age of seven, but 
her mother was encouraging: “I 
like the rhyming of mother 
with smother," she said She 
started publishing her poems in 
various local papers while still 
a teenager. 

When her father died, the 
family fell on bard times, and 
she had to abandon her ambi- 
tion of university education to 
earn a living. She left Australia 
for London in her early twen- 
ties. where she worked as a free- 
lance journalist. She sent some 
of her poems lo AE (George 
Russell) who published two of 
them in the Irish Statesman, of 
which he was then the editor. 
Later she met him on a trip to 
Ireland and became his pro- 
tegee. He introduced her to 
George Moore in London, and 
to Yeats and other members of 
their literary circle in Dublin. 
Their dose friendship lasted un- 
til AE's death. Through him she 
met A.R. Orage. the editor of 



Jufle Andrews in the titfe-rofe of Mary Poppins (1964). The film, based on P. L Travers’s best-sailing 1934 novel, won the actress mi Oscar 
the New English Weekly, who tidsm (Sufism), particularly the Set in a never-never land of ponies. The former vandeviDdan 


the New English Weekly, who 
published some of her poems 
and articles. 

It was during convalescence 
after a severe illness that she 
conceived Mary Poppins. “She 
came lo me to amuse me.” she 
said, “staying long enough for 
me to write her down.” She be- 
lieved that her books were gifts 
of God, “given" to her, and 
quoted C. S. Lewis saying, 
“There is only one Creator, we 
merely mix the ingredients He 
gives us.” 

“ Gloria in Excelsis Deo," she 
wrote on the last page of Mary 
Poppins Comes Back, for, al- 
though not religious in the con- 
ventional way. P. L. Travers was 
profoundly mystical. In her 
youth she had become inter- 
ested in Zen Buddhism: “The 
Mary Poppins books were in 
essence Zen stories." she 
claimed. Later she explored 
other mystical traditions, and in 
the last years of her life she be- 
came interested in Islamic mys- 



Travers: “What porridge Mr Keats had for breakfast Is of no consequence* 


Eva Jones wrote her first nov- 
el. about a highly provocative 
13-year-old, when she was 
sixty -something. Published in 
1976. Thirteen was dazzlingly 
well reviewed, translated into 
several languages, and gave her 
the confidence to embark on 
several more novels, the most 
notable of which is a stoiy of sib- 
ling incest. Taboo (19S1). Her 
previous career bad been che- 
quered, to say the least; at 
times she had even had to read 
palms to make a living. 

Eva (nee Solon) had met her 
husband. Rudolf Jonas, in 1929 
while dancing the tango. They 
were both aged 16, attending 
their first dancing lessons in 
Berlin. One day she heard the 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

MUNBY: Mary, widow of Denys Mun- 
by, died peacefully at home on Sun- 
day 21 April 1996. She is greatly 
missed by James. Frances, Katharine. 
Julian, Teresa. Charm ion, and her 10 
grandchildren. Her funeral will be at 
Blackfriars. St Giles. Oxford, at 
1 JOpm. cm Monday 29 April, Holloaed 
by burial at Wofvercoic Cemetery. 
Any enquiries lo Reeves & Pain. 288 
Abingdon Road. Oxford, telephone 
0LS65 242529. 

NOWELL-SMITH: Simon, on 2S 
March, at St Luke’s Nursing Home, 
Oxford, aged 87. Memorial service at 
New College Chapel Oxford, Satur- 
day 11 May at 3pm. 

Announcements for Gnatte BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS should 
be sent in writing to the Gazette Ed- 
itor; The Independent, 1 Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf, London E14 
SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 201 1 or 
faxed io 0171-293 2010, and are 
charged at £&j<> a line (VAT extra). 


Nazis goose-step past her 
school and made a rapid get- 
away to Paris. She had no mon- 
ey and no work permit, but with 
her beautiful soprano voice 
soon found work singing in an 
anti-Nazi cabaret in the Rue 
de Seine, run by Isadora 
Duncan's brother. 

Meeting up again with Jonas, 
who was studying at the Ecole 
des Sciences Politiques, she 
married him in 1935 and start- 
ed training to become an opera 
singer, but soon after the out- 
break of the Second World 
War she was sent with other 
German Jewish refugees to the 
Camp de Gurs in the Pyrenees. 
When the Germans ap- 
proached the camp she slipped 


Birthdays 

Mr Eric Bristow, darts player, 39; Sir 
Robin Cater, former chairman. Dis- 
tillers Company, 77; Mr Anthony 
Christopher, former trade union 
leader. 71; Mr Johann Cruyff, foot- 
ball manager, 49: Mr David de 
Feyer. director-general, Cancer Re- 
search Campaign, 62; Dr Thomas 
Faber, chairman, Geoffrey Fabei.W; 
Miss Ella Fitzgerald, singer. 78; 
Lord Gladwyn, author and former 
diplomat, 96: Sir Ftanris Graham- 
Smith. former Astrcnwmer Royal, 73; 
Lord Hayter, a Deputy Chairman, 
House of Lords, S5; Mr Alan Hook. 
Governor of Anguilla. 54; Sir Paul 
Judge, director-general of the Con- 
servative Party, 47; The Earl of Lich- 
field, photographer. 57; Mr Michael 
Uewellvn Smith, Ambassador to 
Greece’ 57; Mr tad McCartney MP. 
45; Mr David Machin, Under Trea- 
surer. Gray's Inn, 62; Lady Marie, 
former chairman, BBC and IBA 
Central Appeals Advisory Commit- 
tee. 76; Surgeon Vice-Admiral Sir 
Godfrey MtUan-THompson, 66: Mr 
Buster Monram, tennis player. 41: 
Mis Marian Nome, circuit judge, 56; 
Mr John Owen. Governor of the 
Cayman Islands, 57; Mr A1 Pacino, 
actor. 56; Miss Helen Paling, circuit 


Persian branch of it, through 
meetings with members of the 
Fraternity and their publications 
in Britain. 

P. L. Travers lectured exten- 
sively at .American universities 
- Radcliffe, Smith College. 
Clermont - and received an 
honorary degree from Chatham 
College. Pittsburgh, in 1978. She 
never married, “but I have a 
family", she would say to deflect 
further probing - an adopted 
son and grandchildren whom 
she loved. Her last years were 
marred by severe old age, 
though her mind remained 
clear until the end, and she re- 
membered names, titles of 
books and poems accurately. 
Last time I visited her she told 
me that Cameron Mackintosh 
wished to make Mary Poppins 
into a musical, but that their 
were problems about rights 
with Walt Disney's corpora- 
tion. “Tt could make a good mu- 
sical," she said, her eyes “so blue 
that they go back to God” 
sparkling with enthusiasm. 

At the end of Mary Poppins 
Opens the Door , when Mary 
leaves the children and disap- - 
pears, R L. Travers wrote: “The 
bright shape speeding through 
the air above them would for- 
ever keep its secret But in the 
summer days to come and the 
long nights of winter, they 
would remember . . . Mary 
Poppins herself had flown away, 
but the gifts she had brought 
would remain for always." It wflj 
be the same with P. L. Travers 
herself. 

, Shnsha Guppy 

Mary Poppins is one of that 
handful of films, including The 
Wizard of Oz and Disney's an- 
imation classics, that have be- 
come perennial favourites, 
writes Tom VaJJance. It de- 
serves its popularity, for it is 
both a morality tale and fami- 
ly entertainment of a high 
order. 


Eva Jones 


out through the barbed wire (“I 
was 3ble to because I had so 
little to eat") and went to 
Toulouse where she somehow 
survived by telling fortunes and 
selling newspapers and was 
once more reunited with 
Jonas. The authorities derided 
to send them to an enforced 
residence, at the fool of the 
Pyrenees. 

Warned in 1942 by the BBC 
World Service that the Jews 
would be deported to Poland, 
they secretly left the residence 
and hid in Marseilles and 
Toulouse. The arrival of Ger- 
man troops in the “free zone" 
compelled them to run once 
more, and they found a path 
over the Pvrenees into Fascist 


judge, 63; Mr William Roacbe, actor. 

64; Mr David Shepherd, artist 65: 
Lord Skidclsky, former Professor of 
International Studies, Warwick Uni- 
vrsity, 57; Mrs Veronica Sutherland, 
ambassador to the Republic of 
Ireland. 57: Mr Bjorn Ulvaeus, 
singer. 51. 

Anniversaries 

Births: (St) Louis K. King or France. 
1214; Kin” Edward II. 1284; Oliver 
Cromwell. Lord Protector of Eng- 
land. 1599; James Ferguson, 
astronomer, 1710; Emerich de Vai- 
tel, diplomat and jurist. 1714; Sir 
Mark Tsambard Brunei engineer 
and inventor, 1769; John Kcble. .An- 
glican priest and founder-member of 
the Oxford Movement, 1792; 
Friedrich Preller, landscape painter. 
1S04: Gustave- Rodalphe-Clarence 
Boulanger, painter, 1824; Pauline 
Lucca.' soprano. 1841; Charles 
Burgess Fry, cricketer and writer, 
1872; Walter de la Mare, poet and 
novelist, 1873; Gugjiclmo Marconi 
radio pioneer, 1S74; Wolfgang Pauli 
physicist. 1900: Edward (Egbert) 
Roseoc Murrow, broadcaster and 
journalist. 1908: Ross Lockridcc. 
novelist, 1914. Deaths: Leon Battista 
degli Alberti architect, sculptor. 


Spain. On their arrival after a 
36-hour walk, they were incar- 
cerated twice, first with thieves 
and murderers, which she de- 
scribed as “an adventure", then 
with political prisoners, an ex- 
perience “which nearly finished 
me". The British consulate 
helped them to escape and Eva 
was taken to Gibraltar and her 
husband to Lisbon. Once again 
they were reunited, this lime in 
Britain. 

Settling in Hampstead with 
her husband (whose name was 
altered to Jones while serving 
in the Forces). Eva taught Ger- 
man for many years and wrote 
poetry which she recited in 
pubs. Then Olwyn Hughes ad- 
vised her to write a novel. “But 


writer and musician, 1472; Margaret 
of Anjou. Queen, wife of Henry VI. 
1452; Torquato Tasso, poet, 1595; 
David Teniers the Younger, painter, 
1690; John Woodward, geologist 
and physician, 1728; Anders Celsius, 
inventor of the centigrade ther- 
mometer, 1744; William Cowper. 
poet. 1S0O: Thomas Duncan, painter. 

1845: William Beaumont, physiolo- 
gist. 1853; Daniel Maclisc, painicr. 
lS7Ch Johann Kari Friedrich Za liner, 
astrophysicist, 1882; Louis-Gabriel- 
Eugenc Isabey, painter and lithog- 
rapher. 1886; Kawanabc Kyosai, 
painter. 1889; Vladimir Ivanovich 
Nemirovich-Danchenko, playwright 
and director. 1943; Gertie Millar 
{ Countess of Dudley), actress. 1 952; 
Constance Collier (Laura Constance 
Hardic). actress. 1955; Sir Carol 
Reed. 01m director, 1976; Dame 
Celia Johnson, actress. 19S2; Ginger 
Rogers (Virginia Katherine Mc- 
Math). actress and dancer. 1995. On 
this day: the Dutch defeated the 
Spanish inihcBayof Gibraltar, 1607; 
a Convention Parliament met and 
voted for the restoration of Charles 
II. 1660: the guillotine was first 
erected in Paris, 1792; construction 
of the Suez Canal began. 1859: the 
Confederate farces surrendered to 
Admiral Fartagut at the Battle of 


Set in a never-never land of 
a stylised Edwardian En glan d, 
where h seems perfectly feasi- 
ble that an eccentric neigh- 
bour should erect a ship's deck 
on his rpof, it coats its message 
with a “spoonful of sugar" that 
never cloys. This is due largely 
to the performance of Julie 
Andrews, both matter-of-fact 
and immensely endearing as the 
nanny who comes down from 
the sky with her umbrella and 

carpet-bag, to take charge of the 
neglected children who have set 
out their requirements in a let- 
ter tom up by their father but 
wafted to Mary in the clouds. 
(The film created its own fairy 
tale when Andrews, having 
been famously passed over by 
Hollywood for the role she 
originated on stage in My Fair 
Lady won an Academy Award 
for this, her first screen role.) 

Even Dick Van Dyke's ex- ' 
cruciating Cockney accent, 
heavily criticised the English 
side of the Atlantic, has taken 
on its own quaint charm, be- 
come the butt of countless co- 
medians’ jokes, and is part of the 
film's folklore. (He recently 
described the film as “the most 
delightful experience of my 
life".) Unlike 77ie Wizard ofOz 
or Snow White. Mary Rrppins has 
no elements to frighten even the 
youngest child - the horde of 
black-garbed would-be nan- 
nies, wafted off by a magical 
breeze, are the closest thing to 
witches on view. 

"A Spoonful of Sugar" has en- 
dured as the most popular of its 
accessible songs (all beautiful- 
ly orchestrated by Irwin Kostal) 
though the lilting “Chim Chim 
Cherce” won the Oscar. A de- 
lightful animation sequence, 
cued by “Jolly ’Oliday", in- 
cludes farmyard animals joining 
in song Andrews and Vhn Dyke 
gliding across a brook on the 
backs of two turtles, a jaunty tap 
routine by Van Dyke and a row 
of penguin waiters, and as its di- 
max a lively gallop on carousel 


pomes. The former vaudeviDian 
Ed Wynn is Mary’s Uncle Al- 
bert who literally floats on air 
wfaen he laughs and has to 
think sad thoughts to come 
down (a counter-variation on 
Peter Pan s advice to the Dar- 
ling children to “think lovely 
thoughts" in order to take 
flight)- The mid-air tea party at 
which Albert tells the children 
corny jokes pays homage to an- 
other classic, Alice in Wonder- 
land. A braringly exuberant 
dance by chimney-sweeps over 
London rooftops highlights the 
choreography of Marc Breaux 
and Dee Dee Wood, while the 
lullaby “Feed the Birds” mov- 
ingly features the 85-year-old 
Jane Darwell (Ma Joad of The 
Grapes of Wmih) in her last 
screen role. 

P. L. Travers reportedly felt 
the film added too much sugar 
to her original premise, but 
her “universal truths" are faith- 
fully conveyed, particularly the 
self-awareness of the children’s 
father, who finally relaxes and 
joins his children in kiteflying. 
The splendid supporting cast 
are primarily British - Glynis 
Johns and David Tomlinson as 
the parents. Matthew Garber 
and Karen Do trice as the chil- 
dren, plus four great character 
players in Herinione Baddeley. 
Elsa Lanchester, Arthur 
Treacher and Reginald Owen. 

Though live action sequences 
were filmed in the summer of 
1963, special effects and ani- 
mation took another 1 1 months 
and the film opened in August 
1964 to great acclaim to become 
Disney’s biggest box-office 
success to that time. That suc- 
cess continues today with 
ongoing video sales and televi- 
sion transmissions &U over the 
world. 

Helen Lymion Goff ( Pamela 
Lyndon Travers), writer, bom \ 
Maryborough, Queensland 9Au- \ 
gust 1899: {one adopted son); 
died London 23 April 1996. 


I am loo old," said Eva.“I‘m in 
my sixties now." Olwyn 
snapped: “You are not old at all. 
You are just 13." Inspired by this 
remark, Eva promptly went off 
and wrote her gorgeous firsl 
book. Thirteen. Tb introduce it 
she selected a quote by Margot 
von Sydow; “The soul does not 
age." 

No words could have been 
more appropriate for Eva, 
whose soul flashed impatiently 
out of her eyes and who 
scorned resignation. She went 
on writing books, including 
Malou ( 1982). the story of a gift- 
ed singer who refuses to recog- 
nise her talents. She suffered a 
severe stroke in 1988, which 
meant that three of her novels 


New Orleans, 1862; the musical 
show The Geisha was fiisi produced, 
London, 1896; ihe United States de- 
clared war on Spain, 1898: British. 
French. Australian and New Zealand 
forces landed at ihe Gallipoli penin- 
sula. Turkey. 1915; Field Marshal Paul 
von Hindenbun; became president or 
Germany. 1925; Puccini's opera 7u* 
nmdor was first performed, in Milan, 
1926; the San Francisco Conference 
of Allied nations opened. 1945: in 
North America, the St Lawrence Sea- 
way. 89 miles long, was opened, 
1959; the BBC radio serial The Daks 
ended after 21 years and over 5,400 
episodes, 1969; in Portugal, a military 
junta deposed the gOvemmenL pres- 
ident arid prime minister, 1974; in 
Stockholm, the West German em- 
bassy was blown up hy terrorists and 
two people shot, L975: Portugal held 
its fiisi free elections for 50 years. 
1975. Today is Anzac Day and (he 
Feast Day of St Ani&uus of Alexan- 
dria. St Heribald aod Si Mark the 
EvancelisL 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Di Ilian Gordon. 
“Lost and Found (ill): the missing 
Prcdella Panel reunited; frsdlino. 
The Trinity with Saints’. 1pm. 



Jones: The soul does not age’ 

are still waiting for a 
posthumous publisher. 

JUl Neville 

Eva Solon (E\-a Jones), novelise 
bom Berlin 27 July 1913: mar- 
ried 1935 Rudolf Jonas (one 
daughter): died London 1 7 April 
1996. 


Victoria aod Albert Museum: Sarah 
Bowles. “The Social History of Fur- 
niture (iiir. 130pm. 

"Me Gallery: dement frge, “Abstract 
Utopianism and the Modernist Aes- 
thetic". 1pm. 

National Portrait Gallery; Chris- 
tine Riding, “The Dramatic Moment; 
portraits as history paintings", 
1. 10pm. 

Luncheons 

PPP healthcare group 
Sir Peter Gadsden, chairman. PPP 
healthcare group, presided at a lun- 
cheon beW yesterday at Plaislexers' 
Kali, London EGL following the 
group’s Annual General Meeting. 
The Lord Mayor of London. Mr John 
Chalstrcy, and the Sheriff, Sir Peter 
Levenc, were present. The Lord 
Mayor. Sir frier Gadsden and Mr fr- 
ier Often, group chief executive, were 
the speakers. 

Dinners 

Parliamentary Group for Enerey 
Studies 

The Earl of Lauderdale hasted u din- 
ner for the Parliamentary Group for 
Energy Studies yesterday evening in 


Dzhokhar Dudayev, 


Dzhokhar Dudayev, the rebel 
Chechen leader who was killed 
last Sunday in a Russian rock- 
et attack, was a hero to his own 
people but a figure for whom 
Russia’s political and military 
authorities reserved the deep- 
est hatred and contempt His 
drive to create an independent 
Chechnya caused President 
Boris Yeltsin to launch what the 
Russian leader later described 
as the worst mistake of his 
presidency: a war in the north- 
ern Caucasus that has so far 
killed more than 30,000 people 
and badly tarnished Yeltsin s 
image as the standard-bearer 
of post-Co mm uoist Russian 

democracy. , . 

Dudayev, whose pm-stnpec 
suit, porkpie bat and thin mous- 
tache gave him an appearance 
rather like that of a 1920s silent-' 
movie actor, was bom in Chech- 
nya in 1944, perhaps the most 
tr agic year in his nation's histOty. 
It was then that Josef Stalin de- 
ported the entire Chechen peo- 
ple to Central Asia, falsely 
a cueing them of collaboration 
with Nazi invaders. Tens of 
thousands of Chechens died en 
route and in a subsequent ty- 
phus epidemic, and it was not 
until 1957 that the Soviet state 
officially rehabilitated the 
Chechen nation. 

As a voting man, Dudayev’ s 
career flourished. After leaving 
Kazakhstan at the age of 13, he 
was educated at the Tambov 
Aviation School in southern 
Russia and later at foe presti- 
gious Gagarin Aviation Acad- 
emy outside Moscow. A karate 
champion in his youth, he 
joined the Communist Party in 
1968 and rose smoothly up the 
air force’s ranks to become the • 
first Soviet general of Chechen 
origin. After Mikhail Gor- 
bachev came to power in 1985 
and started foe reforms that ul- 
timately led to the Soviet 
Union’s collapse, Dudayev was 
the commander of a division of 
Qudear bomber aircraft at the 
Tartu air base in Estonia. 

It was at this time that Du- 
dayev first revealed foe strength 
of his political views. Under 
Kremlin orders to help suppress 
Estonia's bid for independence, 
he refused a command to block- 
ade foe television and parlia- 
ment buildings and was even 
brave enough to fly the Eston- 
ian flag at his base. For this be 
won lasting popularity with the 
Estonian people, but was trans- 
ferred with his unit to Grozny, 
then foe capital of a united 
Chechen-Ingush republic. 

Dudayev retired from the 
air force, entering politics as an 
anti-Communist nationalist and 
leader of the Pan-National Con- 
gress of Chechen Peoples. This 
organisation swept to power in 
Chechnya after the abortive 
hardline Communist coup of 
August 1991, capitalising on 
foe failure of the local leader- 
ship of the Chechen-Ingush re- 
public to support Yeltsin and the 
democratic forces in Moscow. 

Ironically, whereas Dudayev 
was on Yeltsin’s side in August 
1991, by 1995 he was the Russ- 
ian president’s mortal enemy. 
In contrast, Doku Zavgayev, 
foe local Chechen leader who 
foiled to support Yeltsin in 
1991, was reinstalled by the 
Russians last year as the head 
of a pro-Moscow satellite 

government 

Dudayev’s popularity was so 
great in 1991 that he won a de- 
cisive victory in presidential 
elections in Chechnya, which 
now considered itself not only 
separate from Ingushetia but in- 
dependent from Russia. Yelt- 
sin’s response was to declare 
martial law in Chechnya, but he 
was forced into a humiliating 
dim bd own after the parliament 
in Moscow refused to support 
him. Nevertheless, for the next 
three years Yeltsin subjected 
Chechnya to an economic 
blockade, branded Dudayev 


Erma Bombeck, writer, died 
San Francisco 22 April aged 69. 
Journalist whose humorous col- 
umn was syndicated to around 
600 newspapers twice weekly 
since 1965. Books indude The 
Grass is Always Greener Over the 
Septic Tank and If Life is a Bow l 


the House of Lords, London SW1. 
Mr George Kynoch MP, Minister for 
Industiy and Local Government, 
Scotland, was the guest of honour. 

London Society of Chartered 
Accountants 

Miss Evelyn Boftyer, Chairman of the 
London Society of Chartered Ac- 
countants. presided at the Founding 
Societies Centenary Award Presen- 
tation Dimer held yesterday evening 
at the Merchant Thylors’ Hall, Lon- 
don EC2. The Right Rev James 
Thompson, Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, presented the 1996 Award to 
Baron Wafceham. Mr Keith Wood- 
ley, Resident of the Institute of Char- 
tered Accountants in England and 
Wiles, also spoke. Among those 
present were Sir Brian Jenkins, the 
1993 Laureate, and the Presidents of 
the other Founding Societies, Mrs 
Barbara Appleton (Liverpool), Mr 
Richard Dyson (Manchester) and Mr 
Tony Cooper (Sheffield). 

Wills. 

Sir Alan Henries Wilson, of Barnet, 
Hertfordshire, the physicist and 
mathematician, and chairman of 
Glaxo Group 1963-73, left estate val- 
ued at £1,059,766 neL 




Sess" attempts in 

Sassass 

and Dndayev - 

hadnot attracted the support of 

W wiSra governments - 
J suddenly transformed in 

never negotiate with Dudayev 
and only test Rbruaiy. ^?"- 

notmdi his derision oiunfor 
re-election as P re ?l d ®^l 
dared that he would have foe 

Chechen leader shoL With typ- 
ical insouciance, Dudayev re- 
torted earlier this month. Its 
all foe same who is jj iresident in 
Russia. President Yeltsm no 
longer controls foe real poweT 
structures - namely, the army. 

By refusing to capitulate in 
foe face of Russia's might, Du- 
dayev (who liked to compare 
himself to a lone wolf, a 
Chechen national emblem) won 
comparison with foe Imam 
Shamil, foe 19th-century Cau- 
casian hero who fought foe 
Russians for 25 years. Yet Du- 
dayev was also criticised in the 
West for countenancing 
hostage-taking and terrorism 
by several of foe armed units 
loosely grouped under his 
leadership. 

He was bitter that President 



Dudayev: a lone wolf 

Bill Clinton. John Major and 
others refused to endorse his 
dream of an independent 
Chechen state, and by last Feb- p 
ruary his statements, issued 
from a variety of secret hide- 
outs, were becoming increas- 
ingly bizarre. Thus he accused 
the United States of funding foe 
Russian military campaign in 
Chechnya, and even made the 
fantastic allegation that the Or- 
ganisation of Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE) 
had started foe war. 

Dudayev's detestation of 
what he portrayed as aggressive 
Russian imperialism in the Cau- 
casus did not extend lo a 
loathing of Russia's culture or 
people. He married a Russian, 
Alevtina, with whom he had two 
sons and a daughter. One son, 
Avlar, was reported to have 
been killed in Grozny in Janu- 
ary 1995. 

Dudayev's death deprives 
the Chechen nation of a leader 
of genuinely inspirational qual- 
ities, but one who was at times 
erratic and reckless. He and 
Boris Yeltsin both bear re- 
sponsibility for the failure to ne- 
gotiate a _ deal securing 
broad-ranging autonomy for 
Chechnya. As it is, Dudayev’s 
homeland will bear foe scars of 
the latest example of Russian re- 
pression in the Caucasus for 
decades to come. 

Tony Barber 

Dzhokhar Dudayev, airforce of- 
ficer and politician: bom 1944 ; 
married (tivosons, one daughter)- 
died 21 April 1996. 


of Cherries. What Am I Doing in 
the Pits? 

Hiteshwar Sailda, politician 
foed New Delhi 22 ApriL aged 
61. Chief Minister of Assam 
since 1991, he was credited 
with bringing political stability 
to the divided state. 
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Changing of the Guard 

bad prowded by 

RAF College Granwell 

Marshal of the RAF Sir Keith 
Williamson unveiled a plaque ye*, 
terday inliencbard Hall at the RAF^' 
College CranweU, Lincolnshire. The? 
plaque, presented try the Royal Air 

Force CranweU Apprentices’ Asso- 
ciation, commemorates aircraft an. 
prentice training at Cranwiu 
between 1922 and 1952 Air Mardv!i 
Sir Eric Dunn and Air 
AJ.B. Clemrnts also attended. 
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Lang steps in to halt power takeovers 



Shockwaves: Ian Lang, President of the Board ofTrade 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Ian Lang. President of the 
Board or Trade, is expected to 
encourage the establishment 
of Eastern Group as a major 
vertically integrated electricity 
company, despite his decision 
yesterday to prevent National 
Power and PowerGen following 
the same route. 

He slopped the takeovers of 
Midlands Electricity by Power- 
Gen and Southern Electric by 
National Power, overturning a 
four to one majority recom- 
mendation of the Monopolies 
Commission and the favourable 
views of his own specialist offi- 
cials at the DTI. 

But his decision agreed with 
the recommendations of Patri- 
cia Hodgson, the dissenting 
member of the MMC, Profes- 
sor Stephen Liulechild, the 
electricity regulator, and John 


Bridge-man, the director general 
of fair trading. 

Southern Company of the 
US. the utility that has been 
planning a bid for National 
Power, was yesterday consider- 
ing its response, but appears un- 
likely to make any early move 
and may retreat altogether from 
the fray. 

Mr Lang's decision appears 
to put a huge obstacle in the way 
of its plan to bid for National 
Power unless it disposes of con- 
trol of its own UK power sup- 
ply and distribution subsidiary. 
Sweb. 

As electricity shares fell 
sharply in reaction to the sur- 
prise decision, the City and the 
power industry were leit with far 
mure questions than answers, 
because Mr Lang made clear he 
was still judging vertical inte- 
gration case by case and that it 
will he acceptable for some 
deals but not for others. 


The question marks were 
underlined when Professor 
Little-child, the electricity reg- 
ulator. hinted strongly that he 
was happy with the proposed 
sale of b.UDtl megawatts of 
costing power generating plant 
to Eastern, the electricity sup- 
plier and distributor that is 
now- a Hanson subsidiary. 

The sale - 4.OU0 megawatts 
of which is by National Power 
and if KM I by PowerGen - will 
make Eastern into a big verti- 
cally integrated generating and 
distribution company just as Mr 
Lung has stopped the vendors 
moving in the same direction. 

Eastern will eventually have 
a generating market share of up 
to 14 per cent, only a few per- 
centage points lower than pro- 
jections for National Power. 

Professor Li [dechild said that 
he had no objection in princi- 
ple to vertical integration ■‘par- 
ticularly where it can help to 


promote competition", but in 
the case of the National Power 
and PowerGen bids he believed 
it was “prudent to prohibit 
these mergers until competition 
is more firmly established in the 
electricity industry". 

He added that he welcomed 
the tw o companies' agreement 
to sell the 6.UW megawatts of 
plant to Eastern and he was 
“ready to lake forward the nec- 
essary regulatory arrange- 
ments". In the absence of 
objections by Professor Lit- 
tlechild there appears liide rea- 
son for Mr Lang to stop the 
Eastern purchases. 

Professor Littlcchild said 
later: "A distinction must be 
made between vertical integra- 
tion of the two largest genera- 
tors and expansion of output by 
a regional electricity company 
that has a very small share at the 
moment." 

Mr Lang said he blocked the 


National Power and PowerGen 
takeovers because they would 
be “detrimental to competi- 
tion given the current state of 
the electricity market's devel- 
opment 

He remained of the view 
that vertical integration was 
not inherently objectionable, 
but the remedies proposed by 
the MMC majority would “not 
be sufficient to address” the 
detriments the reports identi- 
fied. 

The majority of members of 
the Monopolies Commission 
had said that both deals were 
against ihe public interest be- 
cause they would reduce com- 
petition among independent 
power plants, and cause prices 
to be higher than otherwise. 

The majority also cited ad- 
verse regulatory effects, but 
dismissed one of the main com- 
plaints about the takeovers, 
which was that they would dam- 


age competition in the elec- 
tricity pool, by inhibiting the 
“contracts for differences" mar- 
ket, where regional companies 
acquire options on future sup- 
plies. 

However, having found 
against the takeovers, the ma- 
jority said the effects were not 
sufficiently serious to justify 
prohibition, and they recom- 
mended the bids should be al- 
lowed to proceed if the two 
companies gave a number of un- 
dertakings to the Government, 
including the sale of their stakes 
in independent power plants. 

Mis Hodgson, in a dissenting 
note, said the mergers were 
“likely to limit severely an in- 
crease in competition that is 
necessary and might otherwise 
be expected to take place; and 
the detriment could not be suf- 
ficiently mitigated by the reme- 
dies proposed." 

Comment, page 21 


Lloyd’s 
new delay 
on rescue 
bodes well 
for Names 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The ruling Council of Lloyd's of 
London is expected today to ac- 
cept another delay in the tight 
timetable of its rescue plan in 
the expectation of offering im- 
proved financial terms to hard- 
hit Names. 

The final statements on the 
individual amount that Names 
will have to pay Lloyd's to draw 
a line under their affairs at the 
insurance market are now ex 
pected to be sent out in late 
June, several weeks later than 
planned. 

Lloyd s is increasingly confi- 
dent that broad-based support 
is growing for the rescue plan 
among- the majority of the 
34.000 Names, and that a fur- 
ther delay to finalise belter 
conditions will clinch the deal. 

Lloyd's is seeking to cut loose 
from its disastrous loss-making 
past by transferring its pre- 
1993 policies into a special re- 
insurance vehicle, Equitas. 
Most of the capitalisation for 
Equitas will come from Lloyd's 
reserves, but the balance wifi be 
made up by final contributions 
from Names. These Equitas 
premiums have until now been 
calculated as totalling £1.9bn, 
shared between Names ac- 
cording to their liabilities. Now, 
in negotiations with the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try, Lloyd's is hoping to reduce 
the amount to below £1.5bn. 

In addition to this expected 
reduction in the premiums, 
Lloyd's is privately confident of 
raising at least another £300m 
from market professionals, au- 
ditors and possibly a bank loan, 
to top up its pot of £2.8bn to be 
used for offsetting the cost to 
Names of Equitas. Combining 
the two would mean an im- 
provement of more than £500m 
in the settlement terms, and a 
significant improvement in the 
deal offered to Names with the 
heaviest losses, who tend to be 
among those at the forefront of 
litigation against the society. 

Under the earlier settlement 
calculations, Lloyd’s offered to 
cap the Equitas premium of the 
several thousand hardest-hit 
Names at £100,000. An in- 
crease of the settlement offer 
terms by around £3 00m would 
enable Lloyd's to halve that cap 
to £50,000. a key litigating 
Names’ demand, and channel 
more funds to the worst-off. 

The new timetable to be dis- 
cussed by the Council is also to 
consider the postponement of 
the society’s annual meeting of 
15 June, when Names will vote 
on the rescue plan. 


Telegraph 
stake to cost 
Black £273m 


The Telegraph’s final edition in the City 


.'.v.'V ■••• v-j>; _ _ 



TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Conrad Black drew a line un- 
der his turbulent four year re- 
lationship with the City 
yesterday, offering to buy back 
the 36 per cent of The Telegraph 
not already owned by HoUmger, 
his privately owned investment 
vehicle. The £273m cost of buy- 
ing the minority puts a value of 
£763ra on the newspaper pub- 
lisher. 

Shares in the company, which 
publishes the daily and Sunday 
Telegraph newspapers, surged 
96p to dose at 559p, just short 
of the offer. Including a lOp spe- 
dal dividend, the bid is worth 
570p a share, close to the 620p 
high reached in May 1994, and 
at least lOOp more than a sim- 
ilar. failed bid tabled by Mr- 
Black a year ago. 

That was rejected by inde- 
pendent directors who, led by 
Lord Swaythling, yesterday rec- 
ommended acceptance of the 
latest offer. The directors were 
advised by NM Rothschild, the 
merchant bank that a year ago 


said Mr Black’s offer undershot 
their own 500p valuation of the 
company. 

The latest offer could be in- 
creased if The Telegraph’s 25 
per cent interest in John Fair- 
fax Holdings, publisher of the 
Sydney Morning Herald and 
Melbourne Age. is sold in the 
next two years for more than 
A53 a share. 

Daniel Colson, deputy chair- 
man and chief executive of The 
Telegraph, as well as a director 
of Hollinger, said the daily pa- 
per would be seeking a rise in 
its cover price when conditions 
were "appropriate". 

“We will see how it goes,” he 
said, *’but at the appropriate 
time the caver price will go up. 
If it was not for the nonsensi- 
cal price war with the Times we 
woud be at least at the 48p lev- 
el seen prior to the price war 
two years ago.” The Telegraph 
is currently priced at 40p com- 
pared to 30p for the Times. 

The Telegraph's short life as 
a publicly quoted company has 
been characterised by acrimo- 
nious controversy, which 



.Sharepnc^? 


pointing controversy 

MoKmger sells shares, worth £79m 
‘in May 1994 only weeks before 
Telegraph joins in the price ' 
war. Telegraph shares fall 40 
per cent The company 
.apologises to its employee 
shareholders. A Stock 
Exchange enquiry exonerates 
Black, but Caxenove resigns in 
protest as company broker. 
The Times cuts again to 20p. 



price rise to 40p in November 
improves prospects, althotigh tob j 
late to save 1995 figures, down 
again. Yesterday offers 57<$ 
minority shares.; 


Going pubHc 

Telegraph comes to 
toe market m Juty ■ 
1992. 'Profits rise 60 per cent 
irvtoe first half of 1993,'the 
f.last results before The Times^ declares 
.• price war on its rivals with 'a September 
.* : 1993 cover price ctitto 30p. • 



1992 • 1993 1994 ' 


reached a peak with the resig- 
nation in June 1994 of the com- 
pany's stockbroker Cazenove. 

The blue-blooded broker re- 
signed its position in protest at 


the sale by Mr Black of shares 
worth £79m only weeks before 
the Telegraph joined in the 
newspaper cover price war 
started in September 1993 by 


Rupert Murdoch's News In- 
ternational, publisher of the 
Times. 

The reduction in the Tele- 
graph's cover price from 48p to 


30p to match the Times sent its 
shares into a tail spin and the 
company's managing director, 
Stephen Grabiner. had to apol- 
ogise to the company's em- 


ployee shareholders. The City 
was also furious with Mr Blade 
and. although be strongly de- 
nied being blackballed, their re- 
lationship never recovered. 


James Ross to be Littlewoods’ chairman 


NIGEL COPE 

Littlewoods. the privately 
owned retail and football pools 
empire which was the subject of 
two take-over bids last year, 
seems set for a radical shake-up 
after the company named 
James Ross, the former Cable 
& Wireless chief executive, as 
its new chairman yesterday. 

Mr Ross, 57. left Cable & 
Wireless with £13m compen- 
sation last November after a dis- 
agreement with then-chairman 
Lord Young, who was also oust- 
ed by the board. 

Littlewoods denied the high- 
profile appointment meant that 
Uttiewoods was being groomed 
for a stock-market fiotation. 
“That is not on the agenda at 
the moment,” a spokeswoman 
said. “Mr Ross has been put for- 
ward as chairman to help de- 
velop a coherent strategy for the 
group and to enhance the per- 
formance of the businesses.” 

The Moores family which 
controls Littlewoods is set to 
formally approve the appoint- 
ment at the company’s an n u al 
meeting on 23 May. 

Mr Ross’s position will be 
non-executive but he will spend 
four days a week with the com- 
pany for the fust 18 months to 
two years while he reviews the 
group’s complicated manage- 



New broom: Janies Ross, put forward to develop a ‘coherent strategy’ for Littlewoods 


meat structure and under- 
performing businesses. 

Uttiewoods declined to dis- 
close Mr Ross’ salary but it is 
likely to compare favourably 
with the £400,000 he received 
at Cable & Wireless. He will re- 
place Leonard van Geest who 


as pa 

Mr van Geest who was keen 
to retain his position, will receive 
compensation of up to 
£450,000. 

Further changes on the Ut- 
tiewoods board are expected 
and these could include the de- 


parture of managing director 
Bill Huntley and finance direc- 
tor Jim Michie. The Moores 
family has only one member on 
the board, James Suenson -Tay- 
lor, though this too could be the 
subject of review. 

Uttiewoods is attempting to 


separate the management of the 
business from its ownership 
where the faction-ridden Moor- 
es have often foiled to agree. 

The shake-up is the result of 
a study of the company’s man- 
agement structure by accoun- 
tants Coopers & Lybrand. A 
second report on the ownership 
structure is yet to be acted 
upon. Options include selling 
parts of the company, a partial 
flotation or continuing with the 
existing structure, 

Uttiewoods has been strug- 
gling in recent years and earli- 
er this month reported a sharp 
decline in profits from £116ra 
to £97m which were affected by 
a £2m charge for restructurings 

Last year the group, whose 
pools business has been badly 
hit by the National Lottery, was 
the subject of two £lbn-plus 
takeover bids, one from its for- 
mer chief executive Barry Dale, 
the other frpm a consortium 
which included N Brown the 
mail order company and Iceland 
stores. The Moores family re- 
jected the offers. 

There is speculation that the 
UK’s mail-order business is 
ripe for rationalisation and that 
Uttiewoods may choose to 
strengthen its catalogue business 
with an acquisition. Freemans, 
Sears's struggling mail-order 
business, may be a possibility. 
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6/)00 jobs face 
axe in Airbus 
restructuring 


MIKE HARRISON 

Toulouse 

Thousands of jobs could be 
shed by British Aerospace and 
its three partners in Airbus In- 
dustrie under plans for a radi- 
cal overhaul of the European 
aircraft manufacturer. 

Proposals for restructuring 
the consortium with the even- 
tual aim of turning It into a con- 
ventional public company will 
be presented to the Airtms 
board in late June. 

The four partners employ 
about 30,000 in Britain, France, 
Germany and Spain. Jean Pier- 
son. Airbus managing director, 
said yesterday that Lhe restruc- 
turing could enable it to make 
large cost savings of up to 20 per 
cent, making Airbus more com- 
petitive with its American rival 
Boeing. 

This could entail up to 6,000 
job losses across the board, in- 
duding more than 1,000 in 
Britain, but Airbus executives 
would not be drawn on the 
numbers. 

Mr Pierson said the biggest 
scope for cost-savings was in the 
ranks of white collar staff where 
there was vast duplication of ac- 
tivities such as purchasing. 

British Aerospace employs 
around 7,000 directly on Airbus 
work at two main sites in Bris- 
tol and Chester, but the total 
number of jobs in Britain de- 
pendent on Airbus work is put 
at 25,000. A 20 per cent cost re- 
duction could result in up to 
1,500 job losses in the UK. 

A further 8,000 workers are 
employed by Aerospatiale in 
France. The two other partners 
are Deutsche Aerospace and 
Casa of Spain. Airbus employs 
2,000 people in Toulouse. 

The report on the restruc- 
turing of the consortium, drawn 
up by Airbus cb airman E lizard 
Reuier will set out several op- 
tions. These will range from re- 
taining Airbus as a group of 


economic interests (GEI) to a 
much more fundamental over- 
haul whereby the four partners 
become equity shareholders in 
a conventionally structured 
company. 

Another option is to create an 
intermediate structure short of 
full pic status. Mr Pierson ruled 
out a flotation of Airbus in the 
foreseeable future. 

Under the present structure 
the workload of Airbus is par- 
celled out according to the 
shareholdings of each partner. 
BAe, which has a 20 per cent 
stake, makes the wings. But this 
has been criticised as an un- 
wieldy and inefficient system 
thas increases costs massively. 

Converting Airbus into a pic 
would allow it to award work on 
the basis of competitive ten- 
dering. 

Crucial issues still to be re- 
solved include what assets each 
partner would put in, how they 
would be valued and what over- 
all authority Airbus would have. 

Germany has already warned 
that it will not help fund the next 
Airbus project, the $8bn 
(£53bn) development of a 500- 
plus seater super-jumbo, unless 
the consortium is restructured. 
BAe has been pressing for Air- 
bus to become a pic for nearly 
a decade. 

With Aerospatiale now ap- 
parently also committed to 
overhauling Airbus Mr Pierson 
said support for change was be- 
coming overwhelming. 

“We are in the last hundred 
yards of the race and we are ap- 
proaching crucial decisions,” 
he said. “The enthusiasm is 
there now whereas 10 years ago 
there wasn’t the spiriL Now all 
that has changed. The compe- 
tition is tougher not just on price 
bui on product and service and 
we have reached the point 
where everyone realises it is 
time lo do something.” Cost- 
cutting would be concentrated 
on the Airbus “bureaucracy”. 
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Institute of Directors: Norman Tebbit and Peter Lilley’s view of Europe prevails at convention 

Bosses say no to more social legislation 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Business leaders voted seven to 
three against a single European 
currency and against the ex- 
tension of EU social legislation 
to Britain at the Institute of Di- 
rectors' annual convention yes- 
terday. 

Overwhelmingly persuaded 
by the arguments of Lord Teb- 
bit and Peter Lilley during the 
two-hour debates' the loD's 
members agreed that the dis- 
advantages of European Mon- 
etary Linton outweighed its 
benefits and that Britain should 
be free to regulate its own 
labour market. 

The bosses' organisation also 
called for big tax cuts. Tim 
Melville-Ross, director gener- 
al, said: “Much more must be 
done to achieve significant re- 
ductions in both public expen- 
diture and taxation." Capital 
gains tax and inheritance tax 
should be abolished right away, 
he argued, as the move would 
encourage wealth creation. 

The debates on Europe fol- 
lowed a speech in which John 
Major, the Prime Minister. told 
delegates that although mem- 
bership of the EU was central 
to Britain's prosperity, he would 
refuse to accept European 
social regulation. 

Mr Major also pledged to 
continue to press on towards a 
2flp basic rate of income tax and 
the abolition of capital taxes. 
Government spending would 
fall back below 40 per cent of 
GDP. and the Government 
would keep an “arm-lock" on 
inflation. he said. 

In typical fighting form, 
prominent Euro-sceptic Lord 
Tebbit told the audience that the 
economic benefits of a single 



Hard image: John Major told the conference at the Albert Hail that he would refuse to accept European social regulation Photograph: Edward Webb 


currency would be tiny. On the 
other hand, it would cause se- 
vere economic and political 
disruption, he warned. 

“The economic advantages of 
the European currency are so 
small they were not even men- 
tioned ai Maastricht," Lord 


Tebbit said. It was not “re- 
motely likely’’ that European 
economies would converge, and 
the economic pressures creat- 
ed by the single currency would 
favour protectionism and ex- 
treme nationalism. 

The euro was the ERM - 


“eternal recession mech anis m" 
-writ large, he said. 

Opposing these apocalyptic 
warnings, Georges Jacobs, 
chairman of the Federation of 
Belgian Industry, said British in- 
tereslrates were already main- 
ly determined by German ones. 


Britain’s interests would be 
best served by influencing Eu- 
ropean monetary policy from 
within the single currency. Eu- 
rope also needed Britain as an 
advocate of pragmatism. 

Separately, business confi- 
dence has increased and there 


are signs of a potential upturn, 
according to a recent survey of 
IoD members. 

“We are cautiously optimistic 
that these results may signal the 
return of that elusive feel-good 
factor," said Ruth Lea, head of 
policy. 


Getting down to business at Oxford 

City Diary 


Oxford University's own busi- 
ness school. Templeton Col- 
lege. has appointed an 
American anthropologist as 
its new president. Michael 
von Clcmm is better known in 
the City as a former chairman 
of capital markets at Merrill 
Lynch, as well as having 
played un important role at 
Whi.e Weld and Credit Suisse 
First Boston. He originally 
took a degree in anthropolo- 
gy, which no doubt proved 
useful in the understanding of 
traders and the like. 

He has been in the UK for 
vwer 30 years and is joining 
Templeton. Oxford s newest 


John Willcock 


graduate college, at a deli- 
cate time in its development. 
The college is not just a hot- 
house for would be industri- 
alists; it is currently 
providing a high-profile 
series of courses for the 
Labour party on the manage- 
ment of change. 

Potatoes to Italy. This is the 
sales success story for East 
Midlands company A&C Ex- 
ports. which won a prize yes- 

investment watchdog Imro has appointed Peter Dean as its new 
Investment Ombudsman. Dean must have impressive time-man- 
aging capabilities, since he will continue as deputy chairman of 
the Monopolies & Mergers Commission and as Chairman of 
Highgate Counselling Centre In London. Imro set op the Om- 
budsman scheme so that there would be an independent system 
for dealing with complaints brought against investment compa- 
nies by customers. Dean will take over from Richard Ibuard, 
who has done the job for the past seven years. Dean is a keen 
skier and likes music, especially choral works, tra la. 


terday from the National 
Languages Export Cam- 
paign. 

The company found that 
since it had embraced the 
“language and culture" strat- 
egy sponsored by the BBC its 
exports to non-English speak- 
ing countries had risen by 40 
per cent In particular, by re- 
cruiting a linguist, Karen Bur- 
dett, to go after the Italian 
market, the company discov- 
ered that they were trnng to 
sell the wrong kind of spuds 
to the Italians. The latter 
want “Wilja” potatoes for 
their gnocchi. a type of potato 
ball. Sounds yummy. 

There were a few predictable 
Euro- sceptic gibes at the In- 
stitute of Directors annual 
convention in the Albert 
Hall yesterday as speakers 


like the Prime Minister and 
Lord Tebbit addressed the 
subject of “Europe". 

The delegates voted solidly 
against both a single currency 
and the single chapter, so it 
was no surprise when Lord 
Tebbit blasted the confer- 
ence's lunch which included 
French butter and Perrier 
Water. “Would the French 
IoD serve Malvern Water?" 
the former Chingford skin- 
head enquired? Delegates 
were asked to test the voting 
buttons in the hail; S3.7 per 
cent confirmed they were 
male, 14.9 per cent said they 
were female, and 1.4 per cent 
“didn't know," which tends to 
confirm what Continentals 
say about the English. 

Those attending the 
shindig could qua ff free 
champagne at the United 
Airlines stand, lust after the 
new Audi 8 and gawp at a 
full-scale model of British 
Aerospace's latest fighter, the 
EF20U0. Best of all thev were 



Oxford: Teaching the Labour party about managing change 


offered “a Charapnevs mas- 


ipr 

sage" courtesy of the health 
club of the same name. 

Talk about poacher turned 
gamekeeper. The man who 
helped draft the Financial 
Services Act has just been 
hired by investment bank 
UBS. Mark Harding is leav- 
ing the giant law film Gif- 


ford Chance to a newly cre- 
ated senior post at UBS, that 
of general counsel, UK 
Harding was involved in the 
consultation process leading 
to the FSA and the Self Reg- 
ulatory Organisation (SRO) 
rule book. He was also co- 
head of Clifford Chance's 
Derivatives Group. A useful 
man to know. 
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lantic and Nynex promised not to shareholders to con- 


sideran. — 

rent agreement. Bloomberg- 

• Amersbam International is increasing its: 

agreement to accelerate the merger of Amereharo and burauo- 
mo's healthcare businesses in Japan. 

• BTR has sold Plascoat International and PUs^at Coatings 
fH cl dines) BV to management for a total £305ra cash. Ian Mra 
chan, BTO chief executive, said: “The disposal continues our , ta - 
ed strategy of focusing on core industrial ^anufactunng 
businesses. Plascoat specialises in plastic coating technoto^ and 
plastic components, whilst BTR's other polymer activities utilise 
different technologies and, in the main, serve different markets. 

BET stepped up its attack on Rentoki], claiming that an aca- 
demic study showed that the bidder’s shares would underpenorm 
if it won the £2bn bid battle, due to close tomorrow. An investi- 
gation by Well Nyborg, assistant professor of finance at the Lon- 
don Business School, showed that Rentokil s share price could 
fall by 8 per cent “very quickly" afteT the acquisition, represent- 
ing a loss of some £440m of shareholder value. BET also claimed 
that a merger would result in the combined group having nega- 
five net worth of£229m and net debt of at least £776m. Rentoki] 
sources rubbished the BET assertions. 

• Hanson has paid £24m for Boral Edenhall, at Penrith. Cum- 
bria. It employs 250 and operates seven concrete block plants, a 
sand and gravel quarry and four concrete brick factories. 

• JJB Sports has announced a 70 per cent increase in pre-tax 
profits to £13m and a one-for-two bonus issue of shares. An- 
nouncing profits of £13m, JJB founder David Whelan said the 
store opening programme would be accelearated with 20 high 
street and 20 out-of-town shops scheduled to open in the cur- 
rent year. Poor weather in January and February has dampened 
trading in the current year with like-for-tike sales only up by 1 
percent. 

•Redland said it owned 7.68 million Enncraix ordinary shares, 
about 40.16 per cent of the issued ordinary share capital, after 
purchases in the stock market- This follows Redlands revised and 
final takeover bid of 35p cash per Eanemix share a fortnight ago. 
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Accepting Rentokil offer is best BET 


Decision time is looming for share- 
holders in BET, the cleaning to plaat 
hire group, who have until tomorrow 
to make up their minds about the 
£2bn bid from Reatokil. Contrary to 
expectations earlier in the bid. the out- 
come is now an extremely close call. 

BET has staged a remarkable 
come-back during the course of the 
battle, which most had assumed 
would be a walk-over for Rentokil. 
Perhaps sensitive to accusations of 
short-termisra. many institutional 
shareholders have not been prepared 
to write-off the efforts of John Clark, 
the chief executive who arrived five 
years ago with a brief to turn around 
the disparate, heavily- in deb ted group. 

Institutions holding over 1 7 per cent 
of its shares have publicly declared 
their support for the management, an 
impressive affirmation of their faith 
in BET given that big shareholders 
normally keep their powder dry un- 
til the last moment in a bid. 

Strategically, BET has a number of 
arguments supporting its claims to re- 
main independent. Rentokil ’s growth 
record has been based on applying its 
management formula to a series of in- 
fill acquisitions for cash. Its only ex- 
perience of a hostile bid was the 
takeover of Securi guard in a £90m 
deal nearly three years ago. The ad- 
dition of BET would triple the group's 
turnover, add 100,000 employees 
and raise the number of shares in is- 
sue by 43 per cent. 

On top of that, Rentokfl s claim that 
its businesses have a 75 per cent over- 
lap with BET does not stand up to 
close scrutiny. It has no experience of 
plant hire and, on its own admission, 
the two transport businesses operate 
in different areas of the market 

The impression that the bidder is 
about to bite off more than It can chew 
was supported by the release yester- 
day of a piece of BET-sponsored aca- 
demic research purporting to show 
that shares tend to underperform af- 
ter large acquisitions of related busi- 
nesses. 

Perhaps the most telling weapon in 
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BET'S armoury is that Rentokil's of- 
fer is hardly a knock-out blow. The exit 
multiple would fall from over 19 
times historic earnings to below 17, as- 
suming BETs dividend forecast of 
6.l5p for the current year translates 
into earnings of 13p. That compares 
with over 20p for Rentokil. 

But this is likely to prove academic. 
It is hard to aigue with the impressive 
14-year record of earnings growth of 
aL least 20 per cent a year overseen by 
chief executive Give Thompson at 
RentoJdJ. Scare stories of 900 per cen t 
gearing at Rentokil post the bid are 
wide of the mark, grven the group's 
prodigious cash generation. 


By comparison, Mr Clark’s record 
can charitably be described as pedes- 
trian. reflected in the relative share 
price performance of the two groups. 
Accept the Rentokil offer. 

Bank of Scotland 
fails to please 

The Bank of Scotland tried to please 
yesterday with a 17.7 per cent rise in 
the full-year dividend, but the mar- 
ket was not impressed and dropped 
the shares a ftirther 3 percent to 251p. 


Market value: 

Share price: 


BET 

£U94bn 

204p 



Rentokil 

£3.53bn 

357.5p . 
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ResuJts for the year to end-Feb- 
ruary were respectable, with a 1 6-per- 
cent increase to £484 in in pre-tax 
profits excluding non-recurring items 
and the highcr-lhan-expecied rise in 
the payout was expected to be seen 
as an expression of confidence. But 
the market only had eyes for a strong 
rise in costs which, excluding the im- 
pact of the recent acquisition of 
Bank of Western Australia, increased 
by a little over 14 per cent. 

Operating profits before bad-debt 
provisions only managed a 5-per-cent 
increase, leaving a productivity gap 
that had investors twitching. Peter 
Burt, who assumes the role of chief 
executive on I June, sought to allay 
fears, saying the rale of increase in 
costs is expected to slow during the 
year, and the bank does not expect 
its cost/income ratio to rjse. 

At 52 per cent. Bank of Scotland 
(BoS) has a cost/incorac ratio that the 
other established high-street banks 
can only envy from afar. Nat West, for 
instance, is aiming to get down to 
around 60 per cent by the end of the 
decade. On that score, the market’s 
reaction yesterday seemed a little 
harsh, but there is considerable ner- 
vousness around about any business 
where costs are fell to be going in the 
wrong direction. 

As one of British banking's relative 
small fry, along with Royal Bank of 
Scotland, the BoS remains a poten- 
tial takeover target, and is therefore 
obliged to pursue a more aggressive 
growth strategy. That makes life 
more risky, but in the longer term the 
benefit could come through. With 
I ^ S L- V u arsbid ^ cvcr having worn off, 
BoS shares haw settled to a level now 

ioo? ne c *! ea P“l , » trading at 9 times 
19% earnings, compared to a sector 
average of 10 times. The shares are 
certainly worth holding, but whether 
investors will want to buy depends 


largely on risk appetite, and whether 
one feels the economy is set to give 
the sector a smooth ride over the com- 
ing years. In that positive scenario, and 
taking Mr Burt's cast caution at face 
value, the earnings potential could be 
rewarding. 

Tottenham 
times it right 

TTie timing of Alan Sugar's film 
rights issue at Tottenham Hotspur is 
as deft as a Teddy Sheringharn run 
into the penalty box. Football shares 
are flavour of the month in the City 
at the moment as investors wake up 
to the revenue-earning potential of 
bjg dubs, particularly from television 
ngnts. Tottenham shares have more 
than doubled since last autumn and 
rose another i4p to 324p yesterday. 

Priced at «70p, the one for four 
rights issue is pitched at a decent dis- 
count. Mr Sugar is not raking up his 
ngtus and more than 2 mil li nn of his 
shares wfll be placed with institutions. 

rne new cash will fund a new stand 
and mercase the ground capacity bv 
3,000 to 36,000. Other ?evenu^ 
streams also look- strong. The club has 
i-,000 season-ticket holders which 
means the club gets paid in advance, 
it has also signed lucrative four-year 
sponsorship deals with Hewlett 
Packard and Pbny. Merchandising 
revenue from new kits is also healthy 
But the real pot of gold that could 
send football club shares sky-hieh is 
television revenue. The BSkvB deal 
with the Premier League runs out at 
the end of next season and the new 
contract is likely to be far more E- 
CTaUve. Add to this the prosper 0 f 
European competitions and possibly 
pay-per-view television and football 
clubs profits will soar. Tottenham's de- 
cision to reduce the value of its nlav 
era in its balance sheet by £6.8m wfll 
knock profits this year but investors 
should be looking further ahead 
than that Take up Lhe rights. d 
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‘Mr tang’s insistence 
yesterday that 
competition is not yet 
sufficiently developed 
to allow vertical 
integration on 
this scale, may hold’ 
water, but in large 
measure it is also 
an excuse for 
political expediency’ 


The clock cannot be turned back on power bids 


I s this the end of the great electricity lake* 
away? Ian Lang's wholly unexpected de- 
| ciston In block the two generating bids for 
regional distribution companies would cer- 
tainly seem to suggest so. Everything the 
Trade Secretary has done and .said since he 
took up the post indicated that he was of the 
same view on mergers and takeovers as his 
predecessor. Michael Headline - big is beau- 
tiful and if it results in the creation of na- 
tional champions, anything goes. 

Indeed, when Ed Wallis, chief executive 
of FuwcrGcn. first floated the idea of bid- 
ding for Midlands Electricity with Mr Lang 
und other ministers last summer, all the indi- 
cations were that the Government accepted 
the arguments - an indusiiy dominated by 
four or five “vertically integrated" plavers 
combining generation and distribution 
would mean a more compel i live electricity 
market. Bui that was last summer, when the 
election was a long way a way and the Con- 
servatives had a respectable majority. 

Calling a halt to the takeover frenzy is 
essentially a political decision. Mr Lang's 
insistence yesterday that competition is not 
yet sufficiently developed to allow vertical 
integration on this scale, may hold water, but 
in large measure it is uLso an excuse for polit- 
ical expediency. Safeguards could have been 
j put in place to address these concerns. There 
I was nothing to stop Mr Lang bolstering the 
remedies suggested by the MMC. Instead he 
has chosen to block the bids entirely and no 
doubt saved a few voles in the process. 


Scottish Power and Manweb? That 
seemed okay. So loo was PowerGen and 
Midlands, just about. Bui when National 
Power took it all a stage further and bid for 
Southern Electricity, Mr Lang got the spins. 
Then finally along came the Americans to 
put the kibosh on the whole thing with a bid 
for National Power itself. Politically this was 
ihe bid too far. The feeding frenzy bad to 
slop and Mr Lang, egged on by right-wing 
backbenchers, was finally forced to act. 

It is hard to sec how the Americans can 
i now bid for National Power, unless they sell 
off their already acquired distribution com- 
pany. Sweb. But equally this is an industry 
fundamentally changed by the bid activity - 
both fruitless and fruitful - of the last 'six 
months. The clock cannot be turned back 
now. National Power will have to justify the 
sky-high valuation it has achieved in the 
stock market. That may mean either gear- 
ing itself up or breaking itself up by selling 
off generating capacity piece-meal to all the 
other distribution companies just dying to 
do an Eastern. Either way. there is a fee or 
two left in this sector for the City yet. 

Giving thanks for 
Conrad Black’s gall 

You have to admire Conrad Black's gall. 
Having sold shares just weeks before the 
Tvlt-graph cut its price from 48p to 30p, mis- 
laying the company’s broker in the process. 


he is now offering to buy them back again 
just before a promised price rise that will all 
but restore the profitable status quo ante. 

The Telegraph's long-suffering share- 
holders would be forgiven for thinking the 
buccaneering Canadian was trying it on 
again, buying back the business just as 
newsprint costs start to fall and advertising 
revenue follows consumer spending up in 
the second half of this year. Even if they' do 
take that view, however, they will probably 
simply give thanks that an often hostile four- ! 
year marriage is coming to a reasonably ami- I 
cable divorce. 

The proposed deal can also be seen as a 
triumph for the company's independent 
directors who rightly raised two fingers to 
last year's opportunistic stab at taking the 
papers private for a cheeky price of around 
45Up a share. Even if another 5p cover price 
rise is pushed through soon, it seems unlikely 
that tne shares would have traded at 570p 
on die basis of fundamental investment mea- | 
sures for quite some time. j 

For anyone who has been a shareholder i 
since the 325p placing in 1992, the deal rep- I 
resents a 75 per cent capita] appreciation j 
which compares pretty favourably with the | 
58 per cent rise in the' All Share during the • 
same period. At only a whisker below the ! 
price at which HoUinger sold £79m of ! 
shares two years ago, Mr Black finally ] 
seems to be acting with honour. 

Ethical niceties aside, be is also plainly the j 
only realistic buyer in town of the minority 


shares. The sizeable advantage to him of 
being able to consolidate The Telegraph's 
cash flows to expand the rest of the Hollinger 
empire means the shares were always going 
to be worth more to him than anyone else. 
The company’s share price has always ref- 
elected market's scepticism about investing 
in companies controlled by media tycoons. 
The nagging doubt about just whose bene- 
fit (he company is being run for is a good 
enough reason for taking Mr Black’s money 
and leaving him to it. 


The invisible face 
of the single market 

nr%e single European market is no doubt 
X a wonderful thing, but the fact remains 
that in some industries it is still virtually non- 
existent. The most important of these is prob- 
ably pharmaceuticals, an industry where 
Britain has developed some leading world 
class companies. This is obviously a sensi- 
tive and highly regulated business, but the 
insistence of member states on retaining na- 
tional control of pricing and product approval 
policy is making a nonesense of the whole 
idea of a single market. 

The problem is that though prices are set 
separately for each counuy. the EU insists 
on free trade between them. In such cases 
it is only natural that prices should gravitate 
to the lowest defined level - which for phar- 


maceuticals are generally those of Spain. 
You could argue that it is perfectly reason- 
able for the country with the lowest prices 
to set the benchmark. But this would be 
short sighted. One of the reasons why 
Britain and others allow a higher margin is 
to encourage pharmaceutical companies to 
invest in research and development and 
bring new products to the markeL 

This may go against most free market 
principles, but the policy works. Unsurpris- 
ingly Spain doesn t have much of a phar- 
maceuticals industry. Unless the problem is 
urgently addressed by the EC, the effect will 
be to undermine the pharmaceuticals indus- 
try across Europe as a whole - it will go else- 
where. Leon Britton’s pea-brained response 
to the issue is to suggest companies simply 
withdraw their product from markets where 
they have a problem. As a former lawyer, the 
Trade Commissioner should know better. 
Refusal to supply is regarded legally as tan- 
tamount to surrendering patent protection. 

Plans for a single European pricing and 
product approval agency, the obvious solu- 
tion, were put forward a little while back but 

thrown out by the European Parliament As 
with so many things, EU members want to 
have their cake and eat iL They want the 
benefits of the single market but they also 
want to retain the tools of national control. 
With all regulated industries, the two things 
are largely incompatible. There has to be 
one rule for all. In pharmaceuticals at least 
the EC seems incapable of providing iL 



Frosty reception for platinum merger 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

The European Commission has 
emphatically rejected the pro- 
posed $1.9bn (£1.2hbn\ merg- 
er of the platinum interests of 
Britain's Lonrho and Gencor of 
South Africa, and warned that 
it would block any further move 
to restrict competition in the 
industry. 

The EU’s competition di- 
rectorate said the combination 
would have left two groups 
dominating the platinum mar- 
keL controlling 28 per cent of 
the market, with Anglo Amer- 


ican Platinum, part of the 
eponymous South African min- 
ing giant, holding 35 per cent. 

Tiny Rowland, Lonrho's 
ousted chief executive, wel- 
comed the decision. A spokes- 
man said: “It is very good for 
shareholders because it was a 
bad deal. Now the board can try 
again and enhance sharehold- 
er value." 

But the European veto is a 
blow to the current manage- 
ment of both companies. The 
blocked deal involved folding 
cross shareholdings in South 
Africa's Eastern and Western 


Platinum groups into Gencor’s 
Impala Platinum to create a 
group to rivai Anglo American's 
Rust en berg Platinum opera- 
tion. h comes just ahead of the 
proposed demerger later this 
year of Lonrho's raining inter- 
ests. which Anglo is expected to 
dominate. Earlier this month it 
look an option over the 18.4 per 
cent held by chief executive Di- 
eter Bock, which could give it 
just under 30 per cent of the 
group. That was seen as giving 
Anglo effective control over 
Lonrho’s mining side after the 
demerger. 
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Moving the goalposts: Spurs chairman Alan Sugar yesterday Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Spurs rights issue to 
net £llm for new stand 




NIGEL COPE 

Tottenham Hotspur, the quot- 
ed Premier League football 
club, is raising £llm through a 
rights issue to build a new 
North Stand which will increase 
the capacity at its White Hart 
Lane ground to 36,000. 

However, Spurs chairman 
Alan Sugar also revealed that 
the club is cutting the value of 
its players registrations by a 
third in the light of the recent 
Bosnian ruling on the transfer 
of out-of-contract players. 

The registrations of Spurs 
players are currently valued at 
£20‘.8m in the Tottenham bal- 
ance sheeL The club said it was 
“considering an adjustment 
of £6.Sm which wD! appear as 
an exceptional item in the cur- 
rent year accounts. 

The decision is likely to force 
other clubs to follow suit al- 
though it wall not affect Man- 
chester United, one of the other 
top quoted clubs, as the club 


does not treat its players as as- 
sets on its balance sheet. 

“It is our view and that of our 
auditors and anyone with half 
a brain that the transfer system 
as we know it is on its last legs," 
Mr Sugar said. 

He said transfer fees were 
likely to fall as a result and th3t 
smaller clubs may find them- 
selves robbed of windfall gains 
from selling star players to larg- 
er clubs. Under the Bosnian rul- 
ing, clubs cannot demand 
transfer fees for out of contract 
players who move to other 
clubs within the European 
Union. Mr Sugar said the effect 
on Spurs would be minimal as 
the club’s ‘‘superstar’’ players 
were on four-year contracts. 

But he warned that players’ 
wages would have to be covered 
by dub’s operating incomes, 
such as television revenue, gate 
receipts and merchandising, 
rather than from the sale of 
players. 

Spurs plans to use the £llm 


raised from its rights issue to re- 
develop (he North Stand at 
White Hart Lane and com- 
plete the development of the 
South stand. The club's £5.8m 
debts will also be reduced 
though none of the rights issue 
cash will go to buy players. 

Work on the North Stand 
should start towards the end of 
next season and be completed 
for the start of the new season 
in August 1997. The existing 
stand is likely to be closed for 
four or five games at the end of 
next year which will mean a 
slight loss of revenue. 

The one-for-four rights issue 
is priced at 270p. Mr Sugar is 
not taking up his rights (which 
would cost him more than 
£5m). His stake will fall from 5 1 
per cent to 41 per cent and his 
2m -share entitlement will be 
taken up by institutions. 

Tottenham is forecasting a fi- 
nal dividend of 3p. The shares 
closed 14p higher at 324p. 

Investment column, page 20 


But the EL 1 indicated that any 
move by Anglo on Lonrho’s 
platinum interests would also 
meet a frosty reception. 

Competition commissioner 
Karel Van Miert said the Lon- 
rho-Gencor merger “clearly 
created a duopoly able to in- 
fluence, in a very considerable 
way, market and prices". The 
veto, only the fifth since the 
commission assumed its com- 
petition powers in 1990. sent “a 
dear signal" that the commis- 
sion wants to keep three com- 
panies in the platinum markeL 
Mr Van Miert said. Any attempt 


CINMan 
may split 
British 
Coal sale 

Nic cicum 

The £17bn British Coal pension 
fund, whose ultimate disposal 
has dragged on for more than 
a year, may now be sold off in 
two parts instead ofone.it was | 
revealed yesterday. 

Trustees of the CIN Man- 
agement (CINMan) fund are 1 
believed to have agreed that if 
it cannot be sold in one slice it 
maybe divided to make it more 
attractive to potential bidders. 

The most likely split will be 
between a larger marketable se- 
curities fund worth £15bn and 
a smaller property one worth 
about £1.5bn. However, sources 
indicated yesterday that a suc- 
cessful outcome to uegotia- 
tions with potential purchasers 
was still weeks away. Any deal 
would end months of uncer- 
tainty for the fond, which has 
been linked with a number of 
purchasers, including Hambros 
and Soci£ie Gdnerafe. 

In February, a £70m sale of 
CINMan to Friends Provident, 
the mutual life insurer was set 
to take place, but the two par- 
ties failed to iron out last- 
minute problems. 

Barry Southcott, former 
CINMan chief executive, is be- 
lieved to have been a victim of 
the failed sale when be re- 
signed in February. 

Robeco, the Dutch insurer, is 
also among those to have ex- 
pressed an interest, but talks 
foundered within weeks. 

Since Lhen, CINMan has 
faced considerable difficulties in 
attracting new buyers. The po- 
tential split into two funds is the 
latest strategy aimed at dispos- 
ing of the coal pension food. 

The fund’s trustees are be- 
lieved to have said that that they 
would still prefer to see the sale 
take place with the fund as one 
entity. 
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L&G set to axe unit trust charges 



NIC CICUTT1 

Legal & General, one of the 
LTK’s largest insurers, is poised 
to launch a unit trust war by ax- 
ing initial charges across virtu- 
ally its entire range of tiraos. 

The company's move «mld 
slash hundreds of pounds off the 
initial charges of 5-6 per cent 
paid hv savers on their unit trust 
investments. If L&G. which 
.has struggled in the past to at- 
rliract a sizeable inflow of savers 
money, succeeds in increasing 
its market share significantly, 
other unit trust providers may 
be forced to follow suiL 
Michael Hayden, managing 
director of L&G Unit Tiust 


Managers, said yesterday: “We 
are reviewing our prices. It is our 
intention to move in that di- 
rection. There are still some 
technical details to overcome, 
but we hope to have the whole 
thing in place in the summer." 

Instead of a large one-off ini- 
tial charge. L&G intends to levy 
a sliding scale of charges, be- 
ginning at 5 per cent if funds are 
’ withdrawn in year one. 

Mr Hayden added thal the 
company had no intention of in- 
creasing its annual manage- 
ment fees of 1.25-1 J per cent 
to compensate for the disap- 
pearnce of the up-front charge. 

L&G's decision extends the / 
price war that has long existed 


in the tax-free personal equip; 
plan sector in unit trusts. For 
several years now. Peps have 
been sold more cheaply than 
unit trusts, reflecting tough 
competition in that markeL 

Last year the insurer dropped 
initial charges on its PEP prod- 
ucts. Since then, demand for 
L&G Peps has more than 
tripled bevond the £40m it sold 
in 1994-95. 

The company, which won 1 
per cent of the £4bn unit trust 
market in the 1995-% tax year, 
hopes to build up its sales hi the 
same way. 

Julia Eynon, assistant mar- 
keting director at Morgan 
Grenfell, a large unit trust 


provider, said: “We do not plan 
to go down the same route at 
present Our research shows 
that more than 60 per cent of 
investors believe performance 
is more important than 
charges.” 

Gareth Marr, a director at 
Moores Marr Bradley, a top fi- 
nancial advice firm in the 
South-east said: “What this 
shows is that disclosure of 
charges works in favour of con- 
sumers. I would have no prob« 
lem with L&G’s charging 
structure. Its performance is 
among the better ones. I would 
have thought that if providers 
want to maintain market share 
they will have to compete.’' 


by Anglo American to take 
control of Lonrho would create 
“a similar problem” to the pro- 
posed Gencor- Lonrho alliance 
and would therefore probably 
be blocked, he added. 

Michael McMahon, chair- 
man of Impala Platinum, said 
they would appeal against the 
Commission’s decision. “The 
Commission has ignored com- 
pelling evidence that this merg- 
er is based on the soundest 
competitive rationale”, he said. 

Mr Bock said he was “puz- 
zietT by the decision, given 
that the merger would have had 


veiy little effect on European 
consumers. 

Lonrho shares fell a further 
0.5 pence to 1975p. Although 
Lonrho and Gencor are likely 
to look at ways of restructuring 
the deal to obtain approval Mr 
Van Miert indicated that he 
could see no way for any simi- 
lar merger to go ahead. 

About a fifth of all platinum 
sales take place in the EU, giv- 
ing the commission a say in what 
happens in the industry, Mr \^n 
Miert said. The decision was 
taken with the “sympathy" of 
the South African government. 



Different views: Dieter Bock fleft) chief executive of 
Lonrho, and the group's ousted chief Tiny Rowland 


FINANCIAL NEWS- 


FROM BANK OF SCOTLAND 


Bank of Scotland 
Annual Results 


TOTAL PROFIT FROM GROUP OPERATIONS 
BEFORE PROVISIONS 

PROFIT BEFORE TAXATION 

TOTAL CAPITAL RESOURCES 

TOTAL ASSETS 

EARNINGS PER ORDINARY STOCK UNIT 

DIVIDEND PER ORDINARY STOCK UNIT 


£706.4m £650.0m 

£545.0m £449. 7m 
£3, 533m £2.731 m 
£44,099m £34,104171 


25.8p 

6.85p 


22.3p 

5.82p 


* V-O Total profit from Group operations before 
- provisions a record £706.4 million ; 

.o- Profit before taxation up 21 per cent on 1995 

* -r Q Dividend increased by 1 7 .7 per cent 

'• o Cost : liicome ratio 52.1 per cent 


jSS BANK0F SCOTLAND 

^ A FRIEND FOR LIFE 


Fora copy jrf theBanks Amual Report contact the Marketing Services and Public Relations Department, 
Bank of Scotland, Uberior House, P0 Box 12, 61 Grassmarket, Edinburgh EH1 2JF. 
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Whitehall decision sends electricity sector into shock 


taking stock 
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Not for the first time electric- 
ity shares were in deep shock. 
The unexpected Whitehall de- 
• rision to block National Pow- 
er s £2 Jbn agreed takeover of 
Southern Electric and Bower- 
Gen's ambitions towards Mid- 
lands Electricity devastated 
power shares which had been 
surging ahead on hopes of 
hectic bid activity. 

NP crashed 32p to 564p 
and Southern 79p to 824p. 
PG fell 36p to 570p; Midlands 
40p to 371p. 

The plug was pulled on 
other electricity shares re- 
minding many of the havoc cre- 
ated by the industry regulator. 
Professor Stephen Littlechild, 
at the time of the second 
round of generator share sales 
last year. 

The Whitehall decisioq 
killed off a blue chip rally. The 
FT-SE 100 index was in posi- 
tive territory until the Gov- 
ernment decided to overturn 
a Monopolies and Mergers 


Commission recommendation. 
Heavy selling of power shares 
left Footsie off L5.4 points at 
3,817.6 in a busy trading ses- 
sion. 

It would seem the Whitehall 
verdict has blunted hopes the 
Southern Co oi the US nursed 
of buying NP. For the US 
group controls South Western 
Electricity and the ruling could 
mean that generators cannot 
own distributors. However, 
Southern had planned to sell 
half its SWE stake. Whether 
such a manoeuvre would be an 
acceptable sop to Whitehall re- 
mains to be seen. 

It was significant that in 
percentage terms PG, the 
smaller of the two English 
generators, suffered a steeper 
fall. The difference between 
the performances of the two 
generators was due to the hov- 
ering presence of the US 
predator. 

Other distributors- in the 
doldrums included Yorkshire, 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


43p down to 826p, 
‘ndebtedNo 


and even 
leathern, off 


heavUy-in^ — ^ nv> umu, uu 
38p to 670p. Takeover hot-shot, 
London Electricity contained 
its fall to37p to 807p and See- 
hoard managed an astonishing 
13p gain to 538p as some 
talked of bid action today. 

Ladbroke, the betting and 
hotel group, was also said, not 
for the first time, to be due for 
corporate action today. The 
shares out ran the rest of the 
blue chip field to record a 9p 
gain to 205.5p. Tra ding was re- 
markably heavy with Seaq 
putting volume at 2635 million 
shares. It may not have been 
record turnover but it was the 
most hectic session Ladbroke 
had experienced for years. 


Bass and Scottish & New- 
castle remain the favourite 
bid candidates although a deal 
with the Hilton Hotels Cor- 
poration of the US looks the 
most likely option. 

Zeneca, after touching 
l,405p, ended unchanged at 
1 J90p. Those convinced bid 
action is just around the cor- 
ner were encouraged by the de- 
cision of Roche, the Swiss 
group frequently linked with 
Zeneca, not to pay a special 
dividend. Its derision to hold 
on to its cash pile was seen as 
a further indication it i$ con- 
templating a big strike. 

However Zeneca could be 
escaping the Swiss embrace. Its 
market value is nu dging 


-£13Jbni 

low even for Soche which is 
known to be upset at being 
squeezed out of the big Swiss 
drugs alliance. 

Br&sh Biotech continued to 
draw strength ahead of next 
month's presentation on its 
cancer treatment The shares 
romped to a peak of 2,760p, up 
. 70p. Aroersham In te r nati onal 
gamed 29p to lf)60p following 
an increased stake in a Japan- 
ese venture. It is paying £51.4m 
to lift its interest in Nihon 
MedT-Phyara from 20 per cent 
to50percent 

^hter shares were ruffled by 
the electricity setback with 
Thames off 8p at 572p. 

The electrical short-circuit 
did not, however, prevent the 
supporting share index re- 
suming its upwards momen- 
tum, mining 4.6 points to a 
4,544-Tpeak. 


nority shareholdings. The re- 
newed outbreak ofmediaao- 

tion hoisted Daily Mall I & 
General Trust ‘A J shares 123p 
to l,623p and the ordinary 
120p to l,705p. MirrorGronp 
rose 5p to 235p and Ernted 
News & Media 10p to 685p.^ 
Tottenham Hotspur s 



figures and a senp issue. t 

Active Imaging, offering 
traffic monitoring sy stems, 
made an impressive AIM 

ddbut, hitting I33p from a 
112p placing price 
World of Leather firmed lp 



to 559p as Conrad Black 
mounted a bid to mop op mi- 


Ufo ruruiiuks jr-- 

ny today's interim figures with 
a bid for the struggling sofare- 
tailer. The loss-making leather 
group has sales of nearly £30m 
and operates from 30 stores, 
mostly in the south. DFS, large- 
ly a Midlands and Northern op* 

e rati on, slipped 12p to 513p. 


rj Royal Doulton, the fine 
rhtna and giftware group, is 
riding at a 12-month high- 

The shares rose 2p to 305p 
helped along by nUrignmg 
talk of discreet stake budd- 
ing. Hived off from Pearson, 
the banking and publishing 
group, in December 1993 the 
group is dominated by insti- 
tutional shareholders. Donl- 
ton’s last profits were up 20.7 
per emit at jflL5-2 m . 

n Philip Shaw and Colin 
Humphreys, researchers at 
Pamnare Gordon, toasted a 

72 per cent gain with thor 

1995 selections in their yearly 
drinks directoiy. In the latest 
edition they admit their 
chances of repeating such a 
performance are remote. 

They have placed their hopes 
on GreenaUs, Hardys & Han- 
son, Inn Business, Mansfield 
Brewery Vfeax and Vouug & 
Co’s ‘A’ shares. 
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Las Vegas from £475. 
What a deal. 

Vegas is a truly ace place. Casinos. Door shows, big 
star cabaret. It's a city dedicated to good times. 

For more information, or a brochure, call 0181 313 0999 
or see your travel agent. 

W United Vacations vf£* 

UNITED AIRLINES - 

Si. Don’t co on holiday to America, luce a Vacation. £§ 
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Old master’s theory foils to solve New Labour dilemma 
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ho mosi influential work of 
John Maynard Keyne.s. ihe 
gruai economist who died 5t» 
yeans ayu last weekend, was forged 
by ihc Great Depression. With un- 
employment and job insecurity once 
agajn (he scourge of the bi» indus- 
tnalLsed economies, Keynes’s analy- 
™°uehi to have a new relevance 
haif-a-ccntury after his death. 

In 1933, when unemployment in 
Britain stood at Ifim or 1 9.9 per cent 
of the workforce, Kevnes recom- 
mended an extra flOOm a year in 
government spending 10 tackle the 
problem directly though the creation 
or public-sector jol^L That is the 
equivalent of £lbn lodav. when we 
have unemployment of around _, m 
or S per cent. 

Yet it is only necessary to state the 
□pure to realise how little faith to- 
day s policy-makers have in simple 
Keynesian solutions. Jt is not as if 
£4bn is very much money in the con- 
text of total public spending. Politi- 
cians evidently do not have faith in 
either the diagnosis or prescription. 

New-Labour politicians especial- 
ly would not dream of making extra 
spending commitments to cut un- 
employment, and not just because 
they fear the “tax-and-spend” label. 
Thevare committed to supply side 
policies - such as better education 
and reform of (he benefit system - 
in order 10 improve growth and 
create the incentives that will get peo- 
ple back to work. It is hard to imag- 
ine anything further from Keynes’s 
emphasis on the lack of demand in 
the economy as the source of the 
unemployment problem. 

There is an interesting parallel be- 
tween New Labour and the Labour 
Party of the 1930s. which was equal- 
ly resistant to Keynesian ideas. 
Keynes’s 1936 masterpiece. The 



ECONOMIC VIEW 
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Central Theory of Employment, In- 
terest and Money, made no impact on 
economic policies until the start of 
the Second World War enforced an 
experiment with increasing the scale 
of giiyemment. Before the war the 
explicitly socialist Labour Party was 
as conventional in ils economies as 
New Labour is now. 

Keynes’s biographer, Rohert 
Skidelsky. has pointed out that, 
even before Keynes, Labour did not 
remotely accept the socialist analy- 
sis of unemployment. This saw mass 


pression posed a serious policy 
dilemma - but one Labour did not 
resolve by a wholehearted embrace 
of Keynesianism. 

After the war. facing a trans- 
formed economic landscape with 
a hugely increased government sec- 
tor, the economic establishment 
embraced and absorbed Keynes's 
ideas into the mainstream of theo- 
ry. Keynesianism became the new 
orthodoxy. 

Rising inflation subsequently led 
economists to revise Kcvnesian the- 


‘British socialism assumed capitalism 
had solved the economic problem’ 


joblessness as the reserve army of 
labour, created by investment in ma- 
chines to replace men, and resulting 
in a “crisis of overproduction” for 
capitalism. Instead, the parly of 
Ramsay MacDonald shared the be- 
lief of the Conservatives and Liber- 
als in free markets, sound money, a 
balanced budget, thrift and free 
trade. 

__ In his essay The Labour Tarty and 
Keynes, Lord Skidelsky writes: 
“British socialism by and" large as- 
sumed that capitalism had solved the 
economic problem.'" The Labour 
Party's policies were directed at en- 
suring the morality of that success. 
The blatant lack of success enjoyed 
by capitalism during the Great Dc- 


ury. Monetary theory was welded to 
Keynes's basic framework. The 
classic illustration Ls the Phillips 
Curve, the negative link between un- 
employment and wage or price in- 
flation observed in Britain in the 
1950s. 

In ils simple form, this suggested 
the government could choose to 
■‘buy" lower unemployment with 
higher inflation. However, the curve 
broke down. Over time a given lev- 
el of unemployment was seen to be 
associated with higher and higher 
rales of inflation. Milton Friedman 
and others introduced expectations 
of future inflation into the wage- 
bargaining process and shewed (fiat 
the simple trade-off would become 


more unfavourable over time as 
wages were bid up to compensate for 
the expected inflation. 

The stale of the economy wors- 
ened in the 1970s with stagflation - 
high inflation with low or zero 
growth - which proved impervious 
to Keynesian remedies. Higher in- 
flation did not “buy'' any gains. As 
the economic consensus could per- 
haps explain the problem but cer- 
tainly not remedy it. a lie ma rive 
monetarist theories blossomed. 
These emphasised the monetary 
side of the economy, to which 
Keynes had paid relatively little at- 
tention in his General Theory, and 
recommended that the government 
should follow' rules setting targets for 
monetary growth rather than actively 
trying to manage the level uf demand 
in the economy. 

A second blow 10 the post-war 
consensus came from economists' at- 
tempts to weld macroeconomics, 
based on Keynes's work, with mic- 
roeconomics, draw* from earlier the- 
ories basing economic behaviour 
on rational choices by individuals. 
The motive was economists' per- 
petual desire to prove (hat their sub- 
ject, with its testable theories and 
equations, is closer to a real science 
than are other social sciences. But 
the hum for micrucconomic foun- 
dations for macroeconomic behav- 
iour ended with economic models 
that patently bore almost no relation 
to the facts. 

Take the “rational expectations hy- 
pothesis”, for which University of 
Chicago economist Robert Lucas 
won ihe Nobel Prize last year. In 
essence this says that individuals do 
not make consistent mistakes in 
their expectations of the future. Ra- 
tionality dictates that consistent er- 
rors would be corrected, so there arc 
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only random mistakes in, say, price 
expectations. This is too powerful a 
premise for most economists to re- 
ject. trained as they arc to base their 
analysis on the notion of rational 
“economic agents’’. 

The trouble is that applying ra- 
tional expectations leads to predic- 
tions that are not consistent with the 
facts - for example, that there is not 


even any short-term trade-off be- 
tween jobs and inflation. Much of the 
economics profession these days 
spends its ume cither drawing up 
more complicated abstract models 
that might fit the real world better, 
or looking for a more acceptable set 
of facts. *" 

This is the uncomfortable position 
in which the subject remains. There 


is no academic consensus about 
how the economy works, as a crop 
of books with titles such as The Death 
of Economics* and The Crisis ofli- 
xoti in Modem Economic Thought* * 
bear witness. At the same time there 
is an orthodoxy amongst politicians 
that emphasises old-fashioned fiscal 
and monetary prudence at a time 
when the most pressing problem in 
the big industrial economies is. once 
■a oain , mass unemployment and. in 
some cases, deflation. 

Although this might suggest that 
the time is ripe to go back to Key- 
nesian basics, this is unlikely to pro- 
vide a solution. Not only is there no 
sympathy anywhere along the polit- 
ical spectrum for the notion that big- 
ger government is desirable, there are 
also key elements in today’s econo- 
my that were absent in the 1930s, and 
so were not addressed by the master. 
These include the wave of rapid tech- 
nological change and the diminished 
economic relevance of national 
boundaries. 

If New Labour is to escape the 
yoke of the current free market and 
sound money orthodoxy, it needs a 
new visionary. In his essay, written 
nearly a quarter of a century ago. 
Lord Skidelsky said: “Now ihe Key- 
nesian consensus in turn is breaking 
down and we have to see how the 
Labour Party wiD confront the reap- 
pearance of its old dilemma: the lack 
of any success to moralise. "TWenty- 
four years on, the lade of success in 
the industrial economies is even 
more apparent, and the dilemma 
more acute. 

• ‘The Death of Economics’ by Paul 
Ormerod , Faber & Faber 
** ‘The Crisis of Vision in Modem 
Economic Thought ’ by Robert Heil- 
broner and William MUberg, Cam- 
bridge University Press 
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PASS 

NOTES 


Martin Brundle 
challenged 
Ayrton Senna in 
Formula 3 in the 
early 19805, but 
has not so far 
been able to 
translate youthful 
talent into 
achievement on 
the Grand Prix 
scene. He has 
driven a lot of 
bad cars, but has 
also had his 
chances with the 
best: he 
consistently 
finished on the 
podium for 
Benetton in 
1992, never quite 
making it to the 
top step. 
Brundle’s Achilles 
heel is his 
inability to find 
the “demon lap" 
in qualifying, but 
he compensates 
with fine 
racecraft once 
the cars leave 
the grid. Lucky to 
walk away from 
an airborne 
excursion in 
Melbourne, 
Brundle showed 
typical pluck in 
taking the restart 
soon after. 
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WIN a drive in a Grand Prix car 

F ormula 1 Dream Team is All drivers are eligible to score for a 
just like Fantasy Foot- top six finish but can also notch up 
ball: you pick and manage extra points as follows: 
your dream grand prix • The fastest driver in race-day 
team to score points over warm-up will collect six points, with 
the coming season. five for the second and so on down to 
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F ormula 1 Dream Team is 
just like Fantasy Foot- 
ball: you pick and manage 
your dream grand prix 
team to score points over 
the coming season. 

Even though the grand prix season 
has started, it is 
not too late to 
join in: pit your 
wits against other 
enthusiasts and 
you could win aur 
overall 1996 
champion’s prize, 
a drive in a 
Formula One car 
plus additional 
prizes for each 
race. 

Your team must 
comprise three 
drivers, a chassis 
and an engine; 
your budget is 
£40 million. Make your selections 
from the grand prix shopping list 
printed below; the only restriction is 
that your third driver must come from 
ihe £1 million category. 

Details of how to enter are given on 
this page. You can enter a team at any 
point during the grand prix 
season but the earlier you enter, the 
greater your chances of being our 
overall champion. Remember, there 
are prizes for the winning Dream 
Team in each individual grand prix so 
you can enter a different team for each 
race. 

HOW YOU SCORE 

Points ure awarded per race to the 
top six finishers, based on the 
Formula One World Championship 
points scoring system 110, 6, 4 , 3, 2, 

1 ) but with an extra 10 points award- 
ed to each of the top six finishers. 


All drivers are eligible to score for a 
top six finish but can also notch up 
extra points as follows: 

• The fastest driver in race-day 
warm-up will collect six points, with 
five for the second and so on down to 
one point for the sixth quickest 

• Drivers score one point for each 
place they make up over their grid 
position. Points are not deducted by 
losing places. 

• Five points are lost if your driver 
posts first retirement four for second 
down to one point lost for the fifth 
retirement. 

• If your driver makes the quickest 
pitstop (from the entry of the pitlane 
to the exit) you gain five points. 

• If your driver sets the fastest lap time 
in the race, you gain five points. 

• If your driver receives a siop/go 
penalty, you lose five points. 

• If your driver starts on pole 
position, you gain five points. 

• The independent will name a 
Driver Of The Day after each race for 
a particularly impressive performance, 
worth five points. 

• Non-qualification for a grand prix 
loses you two points. If a driver is on 
the FIA’s published starting grid but 
fails to take the start, no points are lost. 

• Drivers removed from the results 
for any reason lose all points gained 
that weekend. Any driver not 
competing in a grand prix weekend 
scores no points. 

• Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers for a top six 
finish or any early retirement. 
The score is based on the first 
chassis home of that particular 
manufacturer. Likewise, only the first 
chassis retirement will count if they are 
both among the first five to retire. 

• Engine rules are tbe same as the 
chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 



DREAM TEAM TOP PRIZE . 

The Dream Team manager with the highest number of points at 
the end of the Grand Prix Championship season Will win our top. 
prize - a drive in a 650bbp FI cac fob will be flown to the AGS 
team's training school in the south of France for the most 
exhilarating experience of your life. The school specialises in 
FI couises and provides atJ the racewear and instruction you wHi: 
need for. tbe day. .'•••' 

EUROPEAN GRAND PRIX PRIZE 

The Dream Team manager with the' highest number of points 
following the European Grand Prix will, win a trip fbr two to the . 
Spanish Grand Prix on June 2. We have two grandstand seats 
in prime position, from which you will be able to see all the 
action nr the Barcelona circuit. 

Argentinian Prize Wbnfor 

Congratulations to joe .^c^owicz from. Hornbhurch,- Essex . 
with his team Pistons Broke 4- He' has won an initial trial at the . 
"Nigel Mansell Racing School. ^ 



HOWTO BITER 

Cheese your Dream Team from the 
shopping list on this page. 
Remember, yon must choose three 
drivers (the third from the £1 million 
section), one chassis and one engine. 
Yon must not exceed your budget of £40 
million. 

Give your team a name and register 
it by ringing 0S91 891 805. 

You will immediately be asked the 
entry question: How many races are 
there in this year’s Formula One World 
Championship? 

To enter your Dream Team details you 
can use one of two methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone that lets 
you key in the code numbers of your 
driver, chassis and engine 
choices. The computer will check that 
your team falls within budget and is 
eligible. 

Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and 
you give your details verbally. A 
budget check is not possible using this 
method. 

When you have registered your Dream 
Team, you will be asked to predict the 
number of points this year’s champion 
will notch up over the year. In case of 
a ue at the end of the season, the near- 
est figure to the champion's points will 
win. the top prize. In the event of a 
further tie, the team that registered first 
will win. 

Once you have registered your team 
you wiC be asked for your name, address 
and telephone number. Your team 
selections plus your personal details will 
be played back to you and, when you 
confirm that they are correct, you will 
be given a PIN number. 

This is confirmation of your entry and 
will enable you to access tbe score check- 
ing line. 

There is no limit on the number of 
teams an individual can enter, but only 
one team can be registered per calL 


CHECKING YOUR 5CORE 

You can check your team's position 
at any time by calling 0891 891 806 and 
quoting your PIN number. If you want 
to know tbe individual driver, chassis 
and engine scores from the most 
recent race, call 0891 891 807. This line 
will also list the Top 50 
Formula One Dream Teams. 
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Halos 

1. All telephone calls arc charged at 39p 
per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at all other times, with a typical call to 
secure your entry lasting between five 
and seven minutes. 

2. The deadline to be included in a 
particular race is midday the Friday 
prior to that race. 

3. The judge's decision is final, no 
correspondence win be entered into and 
there is no cash alternative for prizes. 

4. Employees of Newspaper Publishing 
Pic, Haymarket Publishing Ltd and all 
associated companies and their fam il y 
are ineligible. 

5. Entrants must be 18 or over and 
residents of the UK or the Irish Republic. 
4. To be eligible for the main prize, you 
must hold a current driving licence, be 
no more than 1.95m tall and weigh no 
more than 2201 bs. 

7. All scores will be worked out 
according to the official FIA time sheets 
produced at the meeting. The values 
stated for drivers, engines and chassis 
bear no relation to real life. 

•. In the event of a tie for the Dream 
Tfeam Top Prize or for any of the 
individual race prizes, the team that 
registered first will win. 

*. For lost PIN numbers, call 0891 391 
808. Helpline: 01275 344183. 

10. TheTop 50 Tfe ams Line, lists the top 
50 teams from the last race. Both the 
Team Position Check Line and the 
Results & Top 50 Teams Line will be up- 
dated at 2 pm on the Monday following 
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Meake your selection from the Grand PrixShogping List 


DRIVERS 

£25m 


*[ £6n 

i -13 M Salo 




1 M Schumacher f 14 P Lamy 




£23oi . . 

2 J Alesi • • 
• 3D Hill : - 


r 

|.15-P_Dtniz : ; ' 
j 16 U Matayama 1 


£ 20 ib 17J.-Verstappen 

- 4:G Berger-' 180’Panis - 






| ’ . v" 5 D C 00 *™* • 

-V' - . Or ? J ViUefleuvfr. • 




■ £13m \ 

H 8 M-Hakkinen 

■ £ipn . - 

. -10 M 8runcUe" 


J'19 L Badoer. . . 
j 20 R Rosset 
••.21A Monte/minj 

4 £2m - 

{ 22 G-RstcheHa 
:r.23 tf Sospiri*- ‘ 

; ■24TMatqties'‘‘.. 
25 F tagorce*; 


£la 

28 M Blundell* 
.29 J-C Bouillon*' . 
30 K Brack* 7 
31 K Burf* ‘ 

J 32H CoHard* ; 

33 N Fontana*- y 
» 34 D Franchrtti* ~ 
i 35 N.Lanni* 

' £1a 

! 36JMa£nussen* 
37 A-Prast* 

386 Tarquinl* ; 
39 K Wfendfinger* 


It tteEwcpeauG/?. 



’• iliR Barrichella J ^fiKNocia*, 
•12 J Herbert V r 27 T Indue* 


CHASSIS 

£20m 

; 40 Benet- 
ton - . 

41 " 

Williams 
£18m 
■ 42 Ferrari:" 
£LSm 
: '43 . /■ 
McLaren 
£14m 
44-Sauber 
.45 Jordan 
£10m 
46tigier' 


47iyrreir 


£5ra 

48 Arrows 
£3n» ' 
.49 Minardi 
£im .: 

50 Fbrti 


ENGINE 


.&■*»>&* ;571Sniaha'. 60fbrt:£D-V8> -f 




51 Reriauft ‘" i;: 
ifism' v 
[52 ftnari 

53Meitje(fes- 


fonj zetec V8 . 




European GP . 

April 28 

. San Marino GP 

May 5 

• Monaco GP 

May 19‘ 

Spanish GP 

June 2 

Canadian GP 


•June 16'. 

JYench GP * 
■June 3G‘ - •. 

BrlHMiGP . 

■ July 14 . : 

4 German GP - 

July 28 

Hungarian GP. 

August 11 • ; 


DREAM TEAM registration: 0891 891 805 ENT ER TODAY 


} Belgian GP > * “ 

•• August 25'. 

Italian GP 

Septembers 

. PortMgBoee . v 

September ^ 

Japanese 

October 13,..:. : -V-4'4 r 



:^.r? Snrl0N 

• RESULTS & TOP 50 TEAMS UNE: (M9] S9yS07 
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Castlekelly is new 
leader of the pack 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Punchestown 

if came as a surprise yesterday 
that ihc man in apron and base- 
ball cap serving burgers ai the 
Roaster C'oasier was not Ted 
Walsh. Irish racing's most volu- 
ble figure does not limit himself 
when it comes to jobs. He com- 
mentates on RTE. writes news- 
paper columns, trains and deals 
in horses. If Walsh retired he 
would solve his nation's unem- 
ployment problems at a stroke. 

\Valsh is best known in 
Britain for his television work 
at the Cheltenham festival and 
he believes that even Britain's 
foremost raring event can learn 
from the Punchestown equiva- 
lent that is running this week. 

“You can he a bit more ca- 
sual here," he said yesterday. 
"It's not as pompous its the Fes- 
tival. There Is far too much em- 
phasis on the collar and tic at 
some places. If you've had a 
wash and you don’t smell you 
should be able to come in what- 
ever you want,” 

Many see impartiality as the 
bedrock of a broadcaster's craft, 
but this is a concept wasted on 
Walsh. After Denrot Weld's 
Definite Article went down by 
the minimum margin to France's 
Winged Love in last year's Irish 
Demy Whish remarked on ain 


“He lost by a short-head. A 
short-bloody head." 

Walsh is proud of his home- 
land and its sporting successes, 
but is self-effacing about his own 
achievements. He is remem- 
bered as one of Ireland's most 
enthusiastic jockeys, an amateur 
champion who could take rash- 
ers off his mourns with one swipe 
of the whip, "t was riding at a 
boisterous lime and I was an av- 
erage jockey who got a lot of suc- 
cess," he said. *T didn't have a 
bad old racing brain but you 
could say I was a bit old fash- 
ioned and agricultural." 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: The Carrol Man 
(Fontwell 2.50) 

NB: Westcourt Princess 
(Beverley 4.10) 


Walsh had much to speculate 
on yesterday us he told viewers 
about a novice hurdle featuring 
Urubande and Castle ke I - 
Ivleader, who have emerged 
from the new-Arkle warehouse. 

Urubande was attempting 
the unprecedented in trying to 
win at the third of (he seasons 
Festivals, and the toll showed in 
the home straight. He did, how- 
ever, manage to finish in front 
of Go-Informal and Karshi, 
the British horses which chased 
him home at Cheltenham. 


Cattle kelly leader was the 
hugely impressive winner, de- 
spite kicking out some hurdles 
with disdain. The gelding em- 
barks on a fencing career in Oc- 
tober and il Is noi fanciful 10 
imagine him as a force in next 
year’s Sun Alliance Chase. Tire 
seven-year-old did not win on 
his hurdling debut, which is not 
unusual for an animal trained 
by Paddy Mullins. The old stal- 
wart broke into a smile after yes- 
terday's success, which is. 

The visitors later lodged a 
rare success when Billygoat 
Gruff provided David Nicholson 
with his fourth career winner at 
this Festival in the Hcincken 
Gold Cup. an event which had 
the equine attrition rate of Bal- 
aclava- Thirteen of the 21 
si arters were victims, two land- 
ing almost simultaneously on top 
of Conor O 'Dwyer. 

Nicholson outlined his plea- 
sure and reported he was off to 
ignite a hooley. “I love coining 
to Ireland because you're always 
made to feel very welcome." he 
said. The champion trainer also 
has business hack across the 
Irish Sea as Martin Pipe is 
ahead in this season's title race. 
He could not resist a dig at his 
old rival. "Marlin Pipe said he 
wasn't going to come here with 
much because it doesn't count 
towards the championship," he 
said. “I don't mind that because 
I’m taking a few punts back." 



Cockney Lad and Paul Barberry win the handicap hurdle at Punchestown yesterday 


Photograph: Caroline Noms 


Storm Trooper backers out on manoeuvres 


Storm Trooper, who put up 
possibly the most impressive 
pcrformance in last week's Clas- 
sic trials when winning New- 
market's Feilden Slakes, was 
well supported for the 2,000 
Guineas and Derby yesterday 
and is down to 10- 1 from 12-1 
in Ladbrokes' Guineas betting. 


BEVERLEY 

HYPERION 

2-10 Solo Symphony 3.40 Dispol Gem 

2A0 MONTECfBSTO (nap) 4 J.0 Broughton^ Pride 

3JL0 Coyote Bluff 4.40 Classic Colours 


3A0 


GOING: Guod in Prm. STALLS: fif A L'm U-'ijfifa - Mnfa' side' remainder - mgid>.-. 
□SAW ADVANTAGE: llijrh numbern haw marked advantage over It. 

I Rlgtn-hand guDoping course mill very mil Of. 

■ Course n lm W of loan on AUKJ0. ADMISSION: Club SI 2: Junior Chili 1 I 6 in 21- 
year-okbj SS: Tbik-iuIIs £8: Silver Rtaig 5 3; Course Enckbun: £2; Picnic area S2 or 42 
par car. phis £2 per occupant. CAB PARK: Free. 


SIS 


iRAriKGl 

CHANNEL] 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Johnston — 19 winnen. Irom S8 run- 
ners gives a mu-cess ratio of 21.6% and a prom to a SI level stake oT&l 1.00: J Berry 
— lt> winners, I IT runners, 13.7*b, -SM.S7; M H EanLcrby — 10 winners. 13S run- 
ners, 1 12Nb.-S4a.40; Mrs M Revelry — 15 winners, JH& runners, 14.3%, -S0O.SS. 

■ LEAD INC JOCKEYS: K Dariey — 40 winners. 221 rule,. Ifl.1%, -568.16; W Car- 
•ob— 20 winners. «r5 rides, :MR%. +SC.8fl;J Weaver— IT winners, 115 rides, 14^%. 
-S 192)9; K Fallon — 10 wmnew, 1M rides. in.M#, 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: GoUmrae Lad (vfcwredl (2.10); Legal Brief ci.-IO). 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNEBSe State Of Caution (3. 1 01 & Fasten 1 4.-10) sent 24 5 miles 
by J Dunlop from Arundel. W Sussex. 


2S0 


FULFORD MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5JL0O added 5f 
Penalty Value £3J95 

AUIU6ERHY (33) (Mo EtoMdi Beryl C Favfira: 3 90 LCharaodi 7 

0 GLORIA nPBKIDfl C17) (G Daisy Partnsshol A MiiiataiJ 3 90 MKcfliHfee-3 

60 Q0LB0RHE LAD (IB) (Me Suptien Aten) J Baring 39 0 I Ertrawfs (7)9 V 

VI MAGIC MAIL 133) (Gary CCuO J EifaXKe 3 9 0 RCodnwe 

3- MAJOR QUALITY (174) (Mrcllfay Wan) J Fanstaae 3 9 0 D Harrison 1 


MOORTDWN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5400 added lm 
100yds Penalty Value £3351 

1 06 BOSTON ROCK (15) M<s P W Tbflsi P Hans 4 9 12 JQdm4 

2 00*0000- LEGAL BRKF (220) (Mftsnu Pamenfapi J VJOmrtfit 4 9 12 D R McCabe p) 12 B 

3 □ SQUARED AWAY |1B) iMis E L&ei J Payne 4 9 12 JIMM6 

4 00- BASHIHBOAHDS (188) (BtayLhtjglittlJQuiftn 3812.- -..SDMawi 

5 BRIGHT DESQtT (Mddawn W Mdaouflii £ Dtftop 3 8 12 JCDerieylO 

6 2 3 D&QIBn' {17] iftmds Sum L Cunam 3 B 12 OlbUnaS 

7 0- IfiJ THE CLOUDS (CAN) [1881 (Mrs G A Garte.) P Itans 3 fi 12 G Hind 7 

8 00 WSKV BAY(U) (Geoff SrratoDffl J totem 38 12... — L Dettori 13 

9 00 MOCEIiaMaDiPAl«ranafcftJRamsden3 812 K Fatal 8 

10 THAN (Handan AI MaMoun) E Durtop 3 8 13 W Canon 3 

11 0J- CARB8EAN DANCER (189) 1W H Scot' M Srus 38 7 -Dow McKean* 2 

12 05 DiSFOL S8S (7) (W B imsDci) G Oktroyd 3 8 7 RCodamell 

13 00 PEACE HOUSE (12) IMK Bay; Sceneri J Spaaing J 8 7. — — SR&tHi[711 

-ISMnd- 

BETTKGt 2-1 Ftoaqrant, 7-2 Htafcy Boy, 4-1 Carttbean Dancer, 6-1 Bright Desert. 12-lHiald,AiMt 
Dm Ckmds, 16-1 often 

1995: Romanaf 3 B 11 W Ryan 2-1 (H Ceofl 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

FREEQUENT wH on better wrien put over father Demg a Rairbcnv Quest cott out oi classy 
Free Guest, tui mere was plenty to Ifte about he Kempton tfiirtf io Thea over seven fur 
longs on Ns return when he needed the run ana he shodd be good enough today. Anoth 
er NewmarVet rwJer, Mahy Bay, looks tkeiy lo pose ihe Ovef itireaL Nmm of 23 si Snaamrs 
Doncaster maiden m November, he too looked very much in need of his reappearance at 
Newcastle when seventh of 12 to Green Bopper - Dtapol Gam nmh. A long^ tnp is also 
needed. The run should brvrg Caribbean Dancer on, while Mock Trial should be seen to 
better effect m hand cape over a tangwuip. Ed Dimlop runs two newcomers. Bright Desert 
(Makuxim AI Maktoum-owned and ndden by Kevin Darteyl and ThaM (Hamdan AI Mak 
iDunVmbe Carson), who should be watched In the booing. Selection; FREEQUENT 


4JB 


623- WS HOPE (USA) BIT) (Maktcum AI Urtuxin) M Skue 390 — . 
322- DARK DEED (USA) (225) IK flbdlial B 18h 3 8 9 


06- RUBM SEC0NDA (208) Mbs H h Monteahl J Spean; 3 8 9- 

0- FERMKAY (224) (R M Wrctol R V4vQto 38 9 

G0RHHE U Hriheiton) J Hohanon 3 S 9. 

6 MADRffM (23| (Sl^neto^LiaJ Berry 369- 


HdhwMill 
_Fat Eddery 12 
.S Dmm (3) B 
— A Mm2 

N Kennedy S 

ICtnM4 


ALWOODLEY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4300 added fWeslm 

2f Penalty value £3341 

600025 ANCHOflBM(SQOitaJFMt(Mm)JAKans4 910 IFEgmBV 

5621* BUBA(7U)(EQ(RBreMsi JFicSei3ki6910 KDarfeyll 

000-151 ESKIMO FB. (13) (CO) ffra Oeicp toanR J Spcanng 5 9 7 K Fatal 18 

100623- DARLING CUIWR (255) QtCiaddocii) DMoriey 4 9 5 — M Fenton 19 

214004 WESTCOURT PRMCESS (13) (CO) (K Hcidgxn) M W Eanerby 4 9 £ 6BvM4 

162500 GREYAGAnci3)KkimDiamottfRaone)SBoM*«493 C Teague (5) 6 B 

005050- LAST SPM (234) (Mis Etaa Long J JeiHis 4 9 3 N Day 12 


566 FEMCESS EHSW (17) 0 D Mom) B McMahon 3 8 9_ 


3-34 SOLD SYMPHONY 07) (Mrs BV Safari Pi3rap(de-H)orn 389.. 

-ladedamd- 


.6 Cater ID 
— I Reid 13 


105604) BOBANLYN (13) ffl) IU-, Sled) WAS) J 4 92... 
243306 BROUGHTONS PRIDE (26) (Mb Janet Mora) J Gkwr 5 91. 
630644 MARADAn(21J (RHoSnsbeadl R Holnstcad 4 9 0. 


.2) R McCuta (3) 13 

G Carter 15 

L Dettori 16 


BETTWG: M Dwk Dead, 94 Woe Hope, 6-1 Major QUaBtr. 7-1 Soto Sjoptoer, 1M Metfc UoB, 
U-l Madrina. 2S-1 ottm 

1995: Fwy Wrtl 3 6 8 L Deoon U4 (N Cmgm 14 ran 
FORM GUDE 

Darn Deed twice brushed runner-up afltr a pramisbiB Hunt to Boera Sham at Newbury - 
lo useful (ypes m Dashing Blue at Ffcpon and Obsessive at Yarmouth. She is reOied to a Al- 
ly who won over four and a hall furlong n America, so sprinting may be her game. MA- 
JOR QUALITY, who is bred far speed, tooted a lutue winner when thnf to Miss Rtaera at 
Doncaster (60 m November and his low draw coiid be an advantage with the nails an the 
stands' sde. Wee Hope showed plenty of speed In three runs last year and the drop to the 
minimum tnp can work In his fwour. Solo Symphony has a race In her but needs to im- 
prove in this company, but she does now Princess Eflsto, Gloria hnpar a tor and Macht- 
na from her two placed efforts at Nottmgiam this season. S ele ction: MAJOR QUALITY 

PAN NELL CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) £3,450 added 3Y0 
lm 2f Penalty Value £2^21 

MONTECRtSTD (17) £0) (Maahews Broedngana Racng) RGiraT 9 7 Fl|Kh(5)6 

CNRUAIA (Uf (S Tafwner) 7 Darwefy 9 1 CIMtfr5 

NORIHEHN CLAN (23) iMs E flhnifl M W Easraby 8 13 0 Partin (5) 4 


2.40 


1 121633 

2 0 

3 50500-0 

4 000-03 

5 4664 

6 434600 

7 60060-6 CRYBABY (17) |M& Mae Trideil N Trite 8 7 

8 0 DBPOLAEBOA (6) 1W B Wrraxii G OkKyd 8 4 

3 05000-0 SASSER* (IQ (Mrs Qnsflne Cantey) N TnWer 7 12- 


APPEAL AGAM 0) (Coin WeWtti) Mrs J Ransom 8 11. 
DANKO (Ufl (P Geogttn) 5 Wtans 8 11. 

PHANTOH DANCER (17) (J Benyl J Berry B £ 


KFteos 3 

JTHcT 

I Carrol 2 

_U2mock9 

-RCodaaoal 

-JQnlMdarB 


BOTUta: 64 Mnntaofsto, 3-1 Daolco, 7-2 Appeal Again, B-l NortJwn Ctes, 10-Z Ihrta I 
14-1 Cry Baby, 16-1 others 
1995: Tonis 3 8 5 J Weaver 5-2 ID Murray SnWv) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MONTECRtSTD shendd manage the concession of 6® and more all mnL A smart per- 
form er on the al -weather, he has carried much of that eWrty over to turf, flrtsrtng tfurd to 
Siege perdous hi Folkestone, when he world have snugged to get the tnp on soft ground, 
and to General Macarthur at NattmgYram. That last run to wvwg out vrefl with the trwd, 
APs Alibi, and fourth, Northern Motio, tx«h having won since end toda/s opposition wa not 
take much beanng. Darrico. fourth of o&n to Classic Defence at MussaUni&i, shotid im- 
prove to the srep up to 10 fntongs. Appeal Again is out of a mare whose best produce 
have been spnmere a ral has shaped as tnou&i he wfll do better when dropped n distance. 
He Is best watched stepping up id ID furlongs. Setoetfotc MONTECfBSTO 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 

11 406003 PtKEHTDN POLKA (13) (Mbs E G Maqyegy) C Brsai 4 B 13 u Stefa 3 

li 65030 MC0BJ3CUDOY ROB (S93J IP) (B(e Raong Ou&l N Inter 5 8 12 lCburaock7 

13 006010 DANCE OF J0Y(^ (Mis Tra CM J Carr 4 8 12 ACofea [7)10 

14 324-455 RSKY TU (S3) (Lems H Nona) P feteray 5 8 10 RCodam9 

15 2152-00 LADY SA8KA (35 (D) IWJMmon) WMusson 68 9 R Price 17 

16 66-5040 MRLDANC8i(lQ(D)(MsDnJones)EAfeS)n4S9. SDWHareslA 

17 600040) Ai’PEARANCE MONEY (684) (tndi F cstmi R aring Qubl FMurplySa 7 JRnatagl 

18 420630- WESTBM HDREDN (USA) (185) (ityriitfet Sufi CBroan 486 J»Heay(5)5 

19 460060 ROSE CMK (75) (I SoJtil } L Haros 4 8 5 JQrim? 

- 19 declared - 

BEITWG: 3-1 EsMno IW. 7-1 W c ate o u rt Princess, 8-1 PMertaa Pnta, 10-1 Aadamoa, DmSng 
dew, 14-1 M—iinti 16-1 ottena 
1995: WonoerM Day 4 9 B K Dartay 5-2 (5 C Wfflams) 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Mick Easlerby condrued his good nm wttn a double at Cattench yssterday ano WESTCOURT 
PRINCESS can provide ram with another winner. A course and ootance winner last July 
when mamng afl to beat Bold Top two lengths, she went on to be a dose second to Harry 
Browne here In August and won at Ripon later in the month, again leading throughout. She 
t$ jus a pound fagier today. The Enured lay again warn oft In trom when making her reap- 
pearance here 13 Cays ago but faded once coflared ner a furlong out to be fourth io Korn 
rejev Dancer. Wastoourt Princess can now on w from wth that run benref her. Eskimo 
Net, suocessfd four nmes over hunfas dte season, has won two of her three Ftai sons, 
including carer ihe course and distance. She nas more or her plate now, having been raised 
71b lor a length-and-three-duarter wm Dorn Prfocass Damefte at Nottingham last ome. Esr 
WmoNei scored by four lengihctiomfirst-time-visoredAnchMBna here- ftou^itoo's Pride 
Sixth and kkefy to improve - but meets that rival 15fo worse. A Hne throu^i CarWo Brig- 
ante suggate Westcourt Pimcasa has Ute beahng at Andhorana. Mnrodata £ runmngwrti 
and finished just m front of Eskimo Nel when they wre fourth and fifth id Ctoepn Part ai 
LBkxster.FranknDenui takes the ride today. ClwBmitenntes Pinkerton PoOca and West- 
mi Horizon, rtth the latier preferred. Her Br&ton t/iid to Autumn Ccmst and CaOege Ni^u 
looks better since the first two fought out the finish to a similar race a the same course 
on Monday. Darttag C lover tacks off (he season on a decent mart but may need me run, 
a comment that also tpplies to BBoala, who unseated at the third at Newcastle last month 
on her hurtflng debut ana first run since May 1994. The fact that Kown Daiey rides Bioeia 
Is teeresong, ihoujL Selection: WESTCOURT PRINCESS 


440 


WOODHALL SPA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,100 added 3YO 
lm 2f Penalty Value £3,769 


3J.0 


GANTON RATED HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^50 added 3YO 
7f 100yds Penalty Value £4,671 


i97. 


-W Woods 2 


>813. 


IB12. 


Jtet Eddory 3 

L Dotted 4 

J Raid G 

1 7 
>6 
JtFbtail 


05-2 SWEDFCMmONflT) (Seor^Wa 

3 0404J1D SUAUACM (9) P) (BF) (Nori Saewt 

4 103-3 CQWreBUJFFOBJIPWCiappWte^ 

5 31240- MAIUAANA{212) (HarrdanAlUatexiri PWN»ynB7 

6 33302 BAILEYS RRST (G) (G R Baifly Lai (BaLfoys Hass Feflrisjj M Johnston 8 7. 

011-3 MYBOITE (13) (AnBiony Mooney) G CUtyd B 7 

BOTINS: 4-5 SW« Of CaoMon, 4-1 Ccyeie BML 5-1 BaBeyt Ffcal, 7-1 fi ai rt a cl i. 14-1 Maifaaaa, 
Kata Swriw, 201 Mybrtya 
1995: Shahid 3 8 12 W Canon 4-5 (J Dunftipj 8 on 

FORM GUIDE 

BABJEYS FUST was tar from disgraced when three lengths second TO Golden Pound at a 
rating-related maiden at Thtek (6f) last week as the tnp proved too sharp- State Of Cau- 
tion has prtqaessed mth each run, ptfiOng up a gsod effort on hB rearm to be second of 
17 m Regal Arohtvri's Kemplm manen. He does not took ouertudaned m hs first h»Kfa- 
co>. Coyote Bfcrtt a winner In Italy, ran his best race )« whan thud xo Sanffiana at Ripon 
bur the drop back m distance may noi artl. Soaitach vas rt&appofrtong at Nevrmartpt at- 
tg his flve-tengdt Doncaster win and Is betier on soft, while (he tnp toote too sharp for top- 
w eight KaJa Swrto. SeJaetkm: BAILEYS FIRST 


334-150 HEGO (35) QJ) 1C E Bnttanl C Bnrran 9 7_ 
03051-0 DMAAN (19) (Adll M AfenoBI W Hagps 9 3 . 


JHHsrey (5)1 
JtOactame2 


515- PSt IEEDIE (195) (LmihtetajJ D Mot^rS 3. 
334- BUWHJ (191) (HamdanAIMridnaniJ Dunlop 91. 


084 CRMDGO BVBt (USA) 07) P C Sgngaal P Orappief^wn 9 1. 
022- AUMAR(lE6)(HanidanAMahtuni)PWanqn81fl- 


-BRmaioaS 
-W Cartoa 10 

ia rtf 4 

RW*5 


421110 MB35R ASPGCTO (16) (D) (A^ecto Ctodong CD L£ll MidhnstEn8 6 L Dedal 7 V 

3620 FWRA(USA)p28)BPCWtKJMSWb0CK86 W Woods B 

504 CUSSK COLOURS (USA) (23) (Oasse Btaooslock Pt) 5 WrtamB 8 5 AMacteyS 

50000 S1HK1S9C PUTY B5) (Me K M Carr) Mb i Ramaooi 7 12 Nltenaodyfl 

-lOdadnd- 

BEITNG: 542 Fteteq, M Alanbre, 6-1 Piae Nsade, 7-1 Orinoco Rher, 8-1 Classic CokHn, Ms- 
tar Aspado, 10-1 Diego, 12-1 fittm 
1995: Dam Shoot Fanri 3 8 8 B Doyte 16-1 (C aman) 10 ran 
FORM GLIDE 

ORINOCO river can be torfren a poor Kempun run on hte return now that he s in a 
handicap. He showed atriny both starts at two n lire Nevmnartm maidens won by Hefccn 
aid Staer Dome. The form of that later ron has taken a taw knocks, but looks to have every 
chance In this company and should be suited py the tnp. Pine NeecSe's Nottingiam mad- 
art wm last season has not worked out writ and he coid finish onmly fiflh TO Mystjc KnlriH 
at Neuanarict or a nurseiy afteremfs. Faetaq wtf be stated by die trfo bui his maiden form 
does not took as good as that of Orinoco fbvar. whom he meets at tote wrigfe. AJambar 
finished second to Gold Disc at LeJoester and Anavro at Ungfiekf on hs last ten starts and 
snotid win races, but Wine Carson appears to prefer Faateq. AB-wather wirmer Mistar Aa- 
pecto is drfiicuK to (any after his poor Kempum run. where D'aaao was even further be- 
hind. C la s si c Cotours and Flcra look doubtful stayers, write Strategic Ploy an) Diego 
gave little encouragement to Jackson HR's Doncaster race. Selection: ORINOCO TOVER 


RACING RESULTS 


GATTERICK 

2J20ri RAMMER ID WM9BJ ID-1) 2. Beet 
Kept Secret 14 -1; 3 l 7hn htsUtuto Boy 
8-1 . 13 ran. 4-1 tw Lochon (Qlh). 4, IVj. 
(J Hemenon, Malron). Tote: £10^0; £2.90. 
£2.00, £2.70. . DF; £36. 7a CSF: £14&5E 
Tna £70-40. , , 

■> ray - ]_ mhl END GIRL U F EfpnJ 7-2 
A fav; 2. C-Hany 7-1; 3. ftee It 4-L 10 
ran. 7-2 tt fsv I Cant Remember. IV*. rrk. 
(M w EasTOrby. Shenff Himan). rotm£&M! 
£3-50. £2.90. £2.oa DF: £12.40. CSF: 
£30. 18. Winner boufftt in for 5,200 gilnaas 
Tno: £11.70. „ , 

3J(F a. HASTA LA VISTA (R Muten) 
5-1 co fav. 2. House of Oreame 16-lj3. 

Ito Pattern 8 L IA «»- ^1“ 

rrt’sseawFWi), Georgs onr&am (Sm.ne 
Fern Dancer. >*. V.. 

ff HUKMI. Totte £6. 70: £LS0l £ 5 l 60 , £2.00. 
DF; £92,00. CSF: £7626. Trteast £59335- 
Tito: Not rron; £292.59 earned terwfflnJ id Ben- 
erieyd.io loday. . . 

3SQ: 1 . PRINCE OF MY HEART (M H8a) 
7-4; 2. Swn Hunter 10-1; 3. Reinhardt 
5-2. 4 m. 6-4 fav House Of Riches Mth). 
6, 2. © Hitts. LarrtbeufP)- Totae £2.40. DF: 
£5.40. CSF: £13.16. 

4-20: L GOREYSn (L Chamock) 5-1; Z 
Brat Mata 11-2; 3. Pleanre Tina 25-1. 
13 IBB. EM f» Greet) Barites (501). 1. 4. (N , 
Tinkler. Mahonl. Tote £7.40; £2 20. £290/ 
£13.90. Df : £23.90. Off: £34.96. Tncast 
£622 87. TW. £306.20. 


4J50: 1. MASTER BOOTS (L Denorfl 7-4; 
2. EBe Force 3-1; 3. Menoo Hal Bata! 
11-8 fav. 8 ran. 272. Vi. (D Loder, New- 
marhei). Tele: £240; £210. £1.50, £210. 
DF: £4.70. CSF: £764. 

530: 3. FOREST BOY 0 F Egan] 6-1; 2 
SRver Wetoame 20-1; 8. Sharp ■NT Shady 
6-1; 4. Green Gen 15-2. 20 ran. 3-1 fov 
White Plains (5th). 1L(K McAuWfe. Lam- 
bcajmi. Tote: £8.70: £230. £9.00. £240. 
£Lia DF: £lg. 5ft CSF: £136.52 Tncasc 
£75708. Tna £2354.80. 

Jackpot £22-828^0; a pool of £16.076.44 
is earned forward to Beverley today. 
Plecepet: £268.50. Q u adpot £50.40. 
Place 6: £47950: Place 5: £5&65. 

SOUTHWELL 

200: 1- SPOrCSTS REVENGE iG Bert- 
«eBl 7-2; 2 Bit or Bother 5-2 fov; 2 Lttac 
Rain 12-L 9 ml Y-k.2rh. (NTtoKen. Tote 
£3.40; £290, £150. £2.40. DF: £430. CSF; 
£11.72 TW £2280. 

230: 2 CAROL AGAM (F JjTUffl 7-2; 2 
Tempering 7-1; 2 Shepherd* Rest io-l 
8 ran. 15-6 Lav fostantanaxB. S. 2Vi IN 
^crofti. Tote: £3.70: £210. £150. £2 6a 
DF: £620. CSF; £2638. Trasc £23633. 
Trw. £37-70. NR: Wddada. 

200! 1 AWESOME VENTURE (D R Mc- 
Cstel 4-L2Jotmfe TTn Joker B- 1:2 Aofe- 
gom 2-1 fav. 9 ran. Nk. 2 Aft. rVChapnsri. 
Tote: £3.60; £110. £210. £130. Df. 
£20. ia CSF: £32.71 Tw £1510. 


280: 1 NAPIER STAR (C Tb«jbJ 33-1 
2 Frontman 11-4; 2 Depiction 6-4 fav. G 
ran. Y*. 2 iMis N Macauey). Tote: £5710; 
£7.90, LLBO. DF: £26.70. CSF: £11339. 
DR Tapenawa B®. 

4,0ft 1 MAITEABBA (C Teague) 9-4 far 
2 Awafelt 14-1 2 SeelrtrC Destiny 7-1 
9 tw*. 5, 1 IS Bornind. Tote: £3.10; £14ft 
£4.70, £120. OF: £3170. CSF: £3021 Trf- 
casc £17924. Trio: £28.80. 

420: 1 PEOPLE DIRECT (Dane OT*«) 
15-8 fav; 2 Miss Offset 9-2; 3. Loch Style 

7- 1 S ran. '-4. 4. (K McfluMSel. TotK £210; 
£140. £150. £2.20. DF: £420. CSF: 
£10.49. Too: £9.40. 

20ft 1 DOMINO FLYER U Fiortuna) 8-1 
2 Young Mazaad 9-2 for 2 Hornpipe 

8- 14. A«sa TriCOtoar 20-1- IS ran. 5. Vi. 
(MnASr.TrtanhJ.Tpte: £820; £170, £2.00. 
£3-40. £6.70. DF: £6-4Q. CSF: £43-10. ni- 
cest £28231 Tno; £107.60. 

Ptocepot {3220. Qoadpot: £16.92 

Place 6? £ 105,00- Place 5: £65.75. 

PERTH 

240: 1 WASSL STREET (A S Smith) 
5-1 2 BariiQiwiuar 16-1; 2 HIgMand view 
5-1 32 ran. 5-2 lav Coreton Joker (unseat- 
ed nder). Den. %. (h Morgan, Medan Mow 
arayi.WE *B^0; £220, £3.7a £2.ia OF: 
£73.10. CSF: £73.62. Tno; £204.00; 
£209 85 earned tonsanl to Bewrtey 4.10 id- 
day. 


210: 1 GRACE CARD (Mr S Steers) 
14-1 2 Mef Renta 25-1: 2 Father O'Brien 
12-1 11 ran. 5-2 fov Date Castle (fen. 

1%. (P Woofeouae. Ybrifi. Rrtec £1720; £342 
£450. £3.60. DF: £187. 7ft CSF: £26241 
Tneast £3393.65. Tna £20730; £213.73 
earned forwanJ to Bwertey 4.10 today. NR: DAr- 
bteySmet, McholasPlanL 

240: 1 HOWCLEUCH iB Storey) 4-1 2 
Rocket Run 7-2; 2 Persona Bay 1211 fav. 
6 ran. Nk, 12. U Oher, Hamckl. Tote: £4.92 
£160. £2.42 DF: £7.80. CSF: £16.47. 

410: 1 MERRY MERMAID (B Storey) 
7-2 Jt for 2 Currant Speech 7-2 Jt for. 2 
Steadfast Elte 12-L 7 ran.**. 10- (BWac- 
tagpn, HBWlCkl.TotK £4.00; 12-50. £240. 
DF: £4.90. CSP £15^6. 

4^ftlPCftA1D MAN fGCtftt 8-1 2 East 
Houston 6-12 Stormy Coral 5-2 fav. ID ran. 
2, 9. IB Bison, Con&eo. Co DurtfemL Tote: 
£1210; £170. £250. £160. OF; £2132 
CSF: £5174. Tneast £142.63. Tno; £15.10. 

21ft 1 WELSH Mil (P Mren) 8-13 for 
2 Music BBtz 50-1; 3.' Porphy ria s 10 3. 6 
ran. iy.% Vs (Mis M Revetey, Sadbum). Tote: 
£160: £110. £4^0. C^: £9.42 CSF: 
£1937. 

5.40: 1 CATTLY HANfl (Mr W Moroni 
2-1 far, liubran 9-2: 2 BtoomEog Spring 
25-1 11 ran. 1 23. U Lagh. GansUorouffi). 
TOte £2.40; £1.10. £2.00, £3.80. DF: 
£533. CSF: £1100. Trio: £35.70. 
PtacepoC £1.079.80. Quadpot: £10 JM. 
Place B! £417.57 Ptoee 5: £ 147.96. 







— - *•- 


There was a high turnout at 
the latest declaration stage for 
the Guineas, published yester- 
day. A total of 19 fillies have 
stayed in against the odds-on 
favourite fonhc 1,000 Guineas. 
Bosra Sham, while there arc 25 
colls declared for ihe 2.000 
Guineas. That includes Godol- 


phin's trio Helicon, Don Mieh- 
cletto, and Kumratarra. who are 
likely io leave the Guineas to 
siablemaie. Mark Of Esiccm. 

2,000 Guineas 14 Mayi LuBtrakes: MAI- 
tiaaroi, Beauchamp ring, 8-1 Danehd Dancer. 
Mark Of Esteem, 10-1 Storm Troooer. 121 
RfT^i Applause. 25- 1 Bijou DTnde. Even Top. 
33-1 Pauris Fiignt. Reemem. 40-1 Taflria. 
Titus Lr.ius, 50-1 Tumbleweed Ridge. 56- 1 


Batynda, Gtocy Of Dancer. Leonmj.'iWortd Pre- 
iwr. 100-1 Polar Eclrpse. Bshabfoa. Lme 
Dancer. Mowvroi. Masefuab. Doubtful: Don 
M-cheleno. Heteon. hammrafra. 

1,000 Guineas 15 May) Ladbrokes: 2-5 Bosra 
Sham. 5-1 Bnv SalsanJ. 7-1 Bint Shadayid. 
16-1 Dante Sequence, 25-1 Honest Guest 
My Branch. Priory Belle. 33-1 Phantom 
Creek. 40-1 Matd Far The rtts. Sea Spray. 
50-1 Midnight Blue. My Melody Panics. 
66-1 DonBwin. Keepers Dawn. Mauya. Miss 
Universal. Ta Rib. 505- 1 rTOoi^ese Lit. DouW- 
fiV: Papenng. Snawanni. 


FONTWELL 


.J.Aspoll(5) 

JJLaokyV 


HYPERION 

2J20 Raphael Bo<Sne 250 The Carrot Man 3d20 
scrqrt 3JS0 Smugger* Point 420 Chftfray Choco- 
late 4*50 Tim 5-20 Whistling Buck 


10 34XV0 MEANUS MUJ91 114) R Rmw 8 10 0 . 

11 21HJ52 1BLETN0N 117) MesC Carre 9 10 0.. 

12 442-251 PHMZ NA9IA (K) (CD) k DB tomi 6 10 0 J>Writii(3) 

13 323W5 WUDSN (17) R LWger 8 10 0 — _.M»N Ledfiar B 

14 35f4-5«) CWNM4AN (37) (0 J Mulns 7 ID 0 AGraenc 

-l*i 


GOING: Gr«wl in Firm 

■ Left-hand hurtfic cuui>e; Ccmv-ur-cjKhi ihasc imuim.-. Dghi ar- 
cub- not mumMc fur Inng-4nrlinc horv-s. 

■ i 'uurm.- & S of villagi- at junniun of .VIS and X£7. Bamha&i 
.h.iUiui I HnRhu -n - ftnbanuulh line Um. ADMISSION: flub S I If; 
■luruor i.Tub 1 12 io I .T-yrar-okfc. i S^. und>.T I2s free TatrroB. 
S*r I o.- 1 -ompanR-d under ir« (hn 1 ): Silver Ring SI. CAB PABK: 
Pune.' area 14 pi it. S t fur tsuh nt-cupanr: rcmnmder tree. 


MWmum ueigne lost Tru» fiandcap nefcjns: ftwee Nama 9st 13». WSros 
U 3a lfXb. Crinaman 9b 

BETTWG: 3-1 He DMan, SI Frisb Choice, SI Ho Trusty. SI Prtoce 
Natea, 1S1 RaqBr, Ueaw Mta, 12-1 othare 


3-50 


SIS 


nr.r wF.BKT> first TIME: Minium! Melody 1 4. -*ij: Night In A 
UUtion l04.Hl 

WINNERS IN TEE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Now 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Fragrove ,T_Xiitas brtn-iem 155 
mllis l<y K Price from Lronnrnfcr. Henrfred & Worcs. 


TRUNDLE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£S/)00 added 3m 2f 110yds 

1 213-640 ira«BllCK{22) (0 Lady Heme&lO IT 12_ _Eltmpby 

2 0P3F16 SMUGGLHTS POWT (B) R OSJhar 6 11 0— .__S Cnnan 

3 F6SG30 JADIOH (12) C Wkfman 8 10 10 __D Setter (5) 

4 U1P2-41 PtMCirS HOIH. (20Q (CQ RRdw 111010 JMTSttaau B 

5 L' lAOJP ROYAL SQUARE (lfij (C) G Hanvood 10 10 9 SMcNeN 

6 310FKJ D0WE(3Q(BF)KBaaey8108 TJlfapkyO) B 

7 5104RR ST VUE (12) RBudferlOlDO BPowal 

-7 (Sectored - 

AOnknum tuelgK 10a True Handicap St VBe 9 h 13». 

BEfllNO: 1S4 Sne^nri PabB, 7-2 Donate, SI Pitoch't Kotri, Jartdh, 
SI Rayai Sqaara. Menetack, 12-1 St Vita 


n ha| RMS AND TCR MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (ENV I) £2£00 added 2m 2f 


4J20 


1 use-0 BLUHSI MAGE (163) J Pki&xi 5 11 E BPowafl 

2 0F4UC3 CLOCK MATOOS (IT) J 3 11 6 D Moots 

3 COUNTRY B0TT P UxMn SUE. I A McCarthy 

4 DOW TOUCH P Bim 6 11 6 ,G(io0an(3) 

5 5F5 RBST WSIANCE (40) D wisssll 6 11 6 BFentoe(S) 

6 4401 MPBBALVWMGEll7)kBaretEU6 TJItan*yCT 

7 051S5U JUST BRUCE (17) Un E hezn 7 11 b DGoiagJwr 

6 0 fiBCXY BROWN (31) Us&L Ew»w 5 11 6 WMcFariaad 

9 rend UKSTRS-L’^ I Udiie 5 ll 6 L Haney 

10 2.7K-P3 RAJWIEL BOOtiC (17) Mss V Wibns THE RDate 

11 002-65 WIN A HAND (19) 0 Hyatt 6 11 1 G Upton 

12 2AMALEX (USA) G LMtwe 4 U Q EMaphy 

-Udedawf- 

BE7TMG: 94 Raphael Bodbre. SI kapertel Vtafage, SlZamtok, 7-1 
Wla A tried, SI Dock Warchere, 10-1 Bkand Image, 12-1 dhara 


RAIVEMORIGACESBtMCS NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4)200 added 3m 2f 130yds 

1 012 aajMWCHOcoumuMtcDBRPftatfaEue-FHde 

2 SPUU12 FOXSROVE (9) R Pnte 10 11 3 BMon(3) 

3 0-F2S5U CMUNEnVBI{i7}(BF)PHed^f 813 2 1 Ufcnee ce 

4 PDPP25 9NBICUXIDC14)CWtedDn7112 G Hogan (3) 

5 P0PE62 1EMHJL nBNCE (17) C Mattel 12 11 2 IPo»rr[7) 

S 231453 OMIMOY (17) J JanteK 5 10 11 SRxxB 

-B dactorad- 

BEITIfft S4 ChBAay Ctwcntete, SI Fnsnm, S2 Cal Me Rfrer, SI 
Taortri Prince. 1S1 Omh|oY. 14-1 tnwr Ctond 


4 50 ! RAP1DE MORTGAGE services novice 
1 1 HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 6f 


9 enl RAPWE MORTGAGE SERVICES HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 2f 


0-12158 HAUIIMB MUSK (Emn GHaruoodSUE- 
436225 TUI (12) J Jenkais 6 11 H 


..S MeNnfl 

S Fox 


P2F-64P SATTAAH (USA) (12) S Kn^a 9 12 0_ 


_S BWTOU0I 


211256 TIE CAIBIOT MAN (12) (CD) P iVinicartn 8 11 6 J H Kavanati* 

3F1P-11 BUCK CHURCH (17) (D) R Raw 10 10 13 St 0*SMfcBi 

F23033 DRUMSTICK (19) (CD) H Bate' 10 10 13 GKegMft 

13F2SI UXE0FUUBHREA(22)KBaJev6U>13_TJManrtya) 
143044 RMB0WCaSn£(31)(C) J Gtaa9 10 12 ,..._L Aapal (61 

205-140 HAIBBH(llUPrt*2s61012 — GTorewyA 

UXMJ POLDBI PMDE (14) G Banting 8 10 9 SCOM 


232431 ABES AN ACE (127) (DH'-as V V-Wans 9106.91 

FUC44 WYUM (17) (C) J Grffen 9 10 3 PMda 

!2KXP2 TROJAN CALL (17) R Rd« 9 10 0. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 
11 

22 05PP56 MASTER COMEDY (14) (CD) L &3hb 12 100 L Haney S 

13 442P30 UPWARD SURGE (51 Rtecffr 6 100 JtaNLedta 

- 13 dedarsd - 

Mnmum wetfic 10s. True fanrficjp «(gws 7rafim GB 9sr 9fe Uasffir Cbm 
e* 9st 36, Upmaia Surge 8sr 82). 

BETTWG: SI lafca Of Lot&na, SI Back Church, 6-1 Htel An Aoe, 
7-1 Dnotidk. SI Ramstor, Rainbow Castle, 1S1 Wytem, U-lottien 

STREBEL BOLERS HANDICAP HURDLE 
QUUiRBl (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 6f 

6132P&- EEHN)OmRBICH(390mRH(X|$s8111O.TDBsanta(3| 

612601 MSSOCSXM(17)«CO)RBudfa7119 G SopCtofT) 

4-5CQ0P MUWAH (40) G Hanwod S11S-. _C 

200635 HAQJB(B)PRnriiensS117___ 0 

502604 FflR KEVM (38) L W&s 9 11 4 GHafiterQ} 


15140 ZBSMR (NZ) (U) k Badey E 11 8 lAUcCartfay 

S-5P512 5PnmBBA5S(12)(CD)BR)teJ8U3 — T Dnscombe (3) 

RBWF ALRON BCYtem 7112 .6 Croce 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 6PP0 MN1URE HE1DOY (22) P Roriee. B ID 11 -D 
-12dadared- 

BETTMB: Emu Hwadtog Music. SI Tim. S15|>tog foate, 10-LZeredar, 
General indue, 16-1 MBfnaie, 20-1 irthera 


6P- EVERSO UfflLE (482) J PouKon 5 11 2.. 
200090 GEJEIAL JACKE (14) i Gdud 6 11 2_.. 
UMD OF THE MU Mrs I MeJfe 5 13 2_. 
MUHI0NE R riiM] 6 11 2 


OP RAVUS (13) K Wre« 6 11 2 

500 ROYAL DADM (17) Mrs I Aictve 6 11 2 . 


8 Prranfi 

PMda 

..WMcfMrad 

Di 

A I 

L Haney 


5.20 


301162 FRESH CHOICE (37) (CD) DBF) R (Km 6 11 2~D O'Sofhan 

34-5036 RIO 18U5KY (23) D Cnssefl 7 u 0 B Fenton (3) 

GSCf-GO BAAHM (USA) (37) (CO) S Vtoooman 11 10 7 — _S McNeW 
333363 SCSBri (17) J JrsitoB. 5 10 5 SFn 


RMS AND TCR MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
E) (DIV 1} £2,500 added 2m 2f 

AABOWO MUIMNO (SHE) J CUtoid 5 116 PMda 

005000 COAUSLAIO (Z3) R hgain 6 11 6 J(Gatoe(3) 

&PP4 COi EWDSE (M) J Skeeha 1 ) 8 11 6 S Curran B 

PP6&PP Ml ZEBFBD (USA) (UU) Mss L Bomi 7 U6._LHana)rB 
205664 NBHTnAHUjaN(17)SWbodman511&.JFrabMiq)B 

03 8EVBGE THRUST (3UP Heeler 5 11 6 J«C8&tr»(7) 

OOPTO ROYAL HAND OJ)Miybd8«* 6 lift— D Monte 

THE SMANCLER M Boten 9 11 6 XAspe8(5) 

fflD052 WMSlUiB BUCK (19) RltoeSU 5 POMra 

PO BASISIBt (MO) C Nash $ 11 1 IR 


P4P ANALOGUE OUPItaftel 4 110- 


— GTonneyO) 

063 PRETOWft OAJCai 0.4) ®F)C Brooks 4 11 0._D Gea^wr B 
-Udadarad- 

BETTOW; 3-1 Pretoria Dracer, 7-3 ABlnaio Mariano, 4-1 Coterntoa. SI 
(Mating Buck, SI Nigtt to A Wan, Aaalotfee, 1A-1 otban 


PERTH 


3jOO 


HYPERION 

2j 00 Grouse-N- Heather 230 Act Of Faith 3 jOO 
Wee River (nb) 330 Principal Player 400 
Howwayman 430 Wchotas Plant 


R M C CATHERWOOD HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £10.000 added 2m 

21-tflO ClAY COUNTY RE) (CD) 0F) M rtrnnnl 11 12 O.E tartly 

13-1341 WEE BVHI (34) ms Metre 7 ID 12 JQdtabn 

22P044 POLITICAL TOWEH (6) (D) R Nttm 9 104 JUMbta 

11 FFW SONSC MO (G) (D) Mis S Badbune 11 10 0 IWjer 

213PFP DAMES MBMO (3) (0 (D) Us SBradture 10100 

-MrM Bnafane (7) 


GOING: Aril (heavy paidies). 

■ Kgbi-hand course nrth &barp turns. Sun-In 180yd. 

■ Racecourse is in Stwe Palace Park. -Im N of town on A03. 
Buses from Penlitaailcm (Kervtce from Dundee) 1m. ADMISSION: 
Members S12; T&iunafls & Paddoct S7 (OAFS & disabled £4); 
Course £j. CAE PARK: S5 Picnic area including max 4 adults, 
remainder free. 

-MCMB 


1)9100. 

rsioo 


..A Thornton 


G 11-5504 SUFQt SAIOV (3Q (D) F 
7 133005- CARDaTOi (371) (D) J i 

_ y ttoctonl — 

Mtotovriee^tlOH. Jnx harxSap 5onsie Mo 9a Qb, Dante's irv 
tomo 8 a 8fc Super sawfrSg 4ft. canfenden 7st 31b. 

BET1MG: S4 Wan Rnra, S4 Ctoy Canty, SI PoUeai Tower, U-l Son- 
tie Ma, 1S1 Sapw Sandy, 2S1 Drato-a tatonw, Cratondan 


BLINKERED FIRST TIME; None. 

WINTJEKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Edtoa i2.U0), BanUtan Terrace 
ULUO), Dm Coady CUWia Romany King r i.OOi have been sate 411 
mike by K Bailey from Uppra famboom, Berts; Act OTFUtii CL-Tfl) 
srad.411 miles fa N Gas*** (rom Upper Lamboum, Bsi&. 


qTS nl AMERICAN BANKERS SELLING HURDLE 
°- OU| (CLASS G) £4,000 added 2m 110yds 


132200 niMOPAL PLAYER lt)|D)P Montoto 6 11 7 ADaUte 

01 OPERA FAN (98) (D) K Mo^n 4 11 1 ASSnath 

P BAUD) BAY (104) J Bstefl 5 11 0. 


PflPUO DERWENT LAD (9) M Barnes 7 U 0, 
502-060 HOW PARK 08) T Dyer 6 11 0 


00950 POP W THERE fo)J Brian 8110 __ 
3PP5 BB1E ROSE (3$ G Reflate 610 9. 


PWagfiMt 

-ALnton(7) V 
1 O'Hara 


TOTE CREDIT MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added 2m 

05 HAMTON TERRACE <33)KB8te»7117 J Retina 

PWP5- LmQ&BRJQ (332) A Cm 13 11 7 PWaSBM 

W6345 UUE AND LET LIVE (34) Mbs L V Russetl 12 11 7.M Faster V 

00663P 0R1 GALLBIY (58) T Dyer 7 11 7 A1 Mm(7) 

32223-0 WUISOOUWPJJ WBI9U7 L0«n 

DPP CAUED TO ACCOUNT (40) Ids LAteshal 711 2_DBaflBay 
PORJF EDNA (19) K Batey 6 11 2 AlbamlraB 


JlSoupto 


5 

6 

7 ... 

8 0P&P5 DRIMXMNA (93) P Beaumont 6 109 . , , 

9 KWOOO- TRY ABAM JAW (523) B Ston 6 10 9 GCMO) 

ID 0640 BBHT SHARP (47) M Hammond 4 108 RGraAty 

11 003340 VMIMETAIITINC8I (47} T Over 4 10 8 RMeftatom 

-lldeclared- 

BETnNG: 7-4 Opera tai. 941 Sharp, 5-1 Vfinfa^IaUtag^r, 8-1 Dnnt- 
deaas, 10-1 Mndpal Ptoyer, 12-1 Home Part, Beta Rose, i*-i atbem 


050BP2 GROUSE-MCAim (34} P ManteBi 7112 ADebbta 

3FUW2 OVBYIHE ISLAJO 20) J HJ drsrti 8 11 2 Jir C Bara»r (3) 

BETTWft 81 BraHB-N-HMtoer. 4-1 Ord CMary, 5-1 Urn And tel Lire, 
81 Mdb Carat, Over The Hand, 7-1 Edina, 81 others 


4.00 


PERTH HUNT BALNAKE1LLY HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £3£00 added 3m 
44-4103 SOUDBW MB4STRH. (7) h Owrfcabfi 13 12 5MrS Steers 
PQP-35R FISH QUAY (27) (D) Mn k lamb 13 12 0_Mha S Lmdi (7) 

HUUIAYMAN KAnoerar 6 120 MrAPMer(7] 

F4 1 IHTLE WBIUDCK (588) D Gitetm 12 12 0 Nrt V Jackson (7) 


2.30 


BANKERS INSURANCE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £6000 added 3m UOyds 

1 234163 ACT CF FAITH (34) N tesdee 6 11 5.._, PMvm 

2 013522 JU3MM (22) J Edwnfs 7 11 5 BHanfeg 

3 P41533 NAUGHTY FU1URE (5)(D) J J Often 7 11 5 ARocfaa 

t (WaTO- ANYIWNGYOUJKE (523) C Smnfa 7 10 12 LWyer 

5 & BAtUWlHIAN (63) E 009610 12 JlUton 

6 CLP BROOHIELDUCBI (323) JHBfemG 1012 AOabUn 

7 F CHWWU (SAFES (72) JH Johnson 6 10 12 u Jfo^Taytor 

8 2642 CRASIABUOY{10}WReedai012 .TRaed 

9 DUNCOADYKBafoy 7 10 12 AThontar 

N Uracil 


5 2U« MR DnUHkWTTC (34) J P^ner 3332CMrM Brxtune (7)B 

6 3654-60 ROMANY HN& (28) (D)h Bailey 12 12 0__MrCBmne( (3) 

7 0652F-P SBXET SCBPIRE (241 R Barden 9 12 0 MrNWtaM{5) 

-7 riadarad- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 Romany Hnfc M H ow oy n w n. 4-1 Soutfaera IBnareL 6-1 
UBIa WenJock, Mr Hptonatk. 14-1 FU Qray, lfl-1 Secret Sceptre 


4.30 


ID 0-00300 ROBARA(31)SLertfUnr610l2. 

U 00 YOUNG K2«Y (133) PBeajnorfl 5 1012 . 

12 QitHJP COQUET SOU) (3D f Water 5 ID 7 .B storey 

13 1-00 DAISY DAYS (34) JHouara Johnson 6 ID 7 .HrCBsnoar 

V- 0500 MWHIOf DUNRAJ£®DTtorB«r5107...AWtefcrtlli 
15 060000 MEAD0M8CK(9) WYoag? 107 .6 C&fa® 

- 15 derived - 

BETTING: 5-2 ta Of Ftitb, 7-2 Dra Ceady, 5-1 Nni01ty RKwe, 6-1 Jte- 
terra, 12-1 Cragtafcnoy, 16-1 Qnpeel Drapes, 20-1 others 


BANKERS DIRECT HANDICAP HURDLE 

(CLASS D) £6)000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 011206 KAHAK (12) J Cad 5 11 13 F Leafy (3) 

2 O-OWMO BURNT Bff (USA) (5) p G M r.terire 6 11 12 I CaBadran 

3 2562U2 URBAN DANONG (USA) (17) B EKsto T 11 0 . — G CafiO (3) 

4 Jr -0013 JYMJAM JOWflfl- (141) (BF) J J 0r«» 7 11 0 A Rodae (3) 

5 7901-13 JOHNS EC BOY 0661 (CD) N r.SBW 10 105 SHraMh( 7 ) 

6 330:22 SCARBA ( 36 ) J M Jsfcncn £ 10 0 IWyer 

7 02055 MCHOUS PLANT ( 5 ) it>) J Otic# “ 100 0 Parker ( 3 ) 

- 7 declared - 

ISn-ttoir. ZOst True fianarxp iotas: Scarta Sr LL 5 . J.'iflolas 
Part Sv 12 -. 

KITIN&WJymjaaiJotany. 7-2 Scania. 4-1 Urban Dandng. 6*1 Raftak. 
74 Johns The Boy, 10-1 Bumf Imp, WChalas Plant 


Last ba 
win for 
‘hopeles 
Griffith: 


=> 


Snooker 


Tern 1 Griffiths, at one siac 
frames down, beat Jamie 
nett on the final black ol ■' 
□ineieenth. and final. Iran ■ 
The Crucible yesterday. L 
It took him' seven houi - 
minutes and after potting l 
final ball he wrapped a y 
soling arm round Burnett, 
was making his first appear 
in the World Champion* ij 
Griffiths now goes on to r [1 
Steve Davis in a battle ol I f 
world champions while Buj Bj 
is left to wonder what \ e 
wrong. m 

“1 have not lost my will tc 
but the rest of my game 
been hopeless," the victor ^ 
Ahead 6-0 in yeslerct 
opening session Burnett, 7 
world No 72, extended his 
yesterday lo 8-3 and then *. 

Griffiths, with nothim 
lose, steadily reeled in his 
ponent to send the contest 
a deciding frame. When Bur 
obtained" 13 points in f« 
after snookering Griffiths on 
last two feds he brought 
scores level at 46-46. 

Burnett went on to cleai 
until he reached the f- 
brown. He potted brown • 
the yellow pocket but he a 
screwed (he cue ball into 
middle pocket. 

Griffiths came back to 
table to mop up for an ur 
pected victory. “It's bad eno 
when you lose not having 
a chance,*’ he said. “But it 
terrible way to lose when yoi 
held the chance like Jamie l 
“Mind you, I don’t know f 
1 managed to pot the colours 
cause I wasn’t expecting 
come back to the table.** 
Burned remained outwai 
cheerful, despite missing a gi 
en opportunity to qualify for 
last 16. “At 9-5 up I tftougl 
had won the match and evei 
the last frame I didn’t fed 
der any pressure.** 


Beadswortt 
battles into 
contention 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Hyeres 

Andy Bcadsworth producer 
strong result when he m- 
needed it yesterday to seeur 
place in the Soling: class fii 
eight play-off at 'the Frer 
Olympic Week regatta here 

“We made the match racii 
that’s what counts. Now I 
game starts again," said a ju 
lant crewman Adrian Sie«- 
who bad been praying I 
lighter weather in a week 
strong breezes. 

Conditions were almost t 
light, bui Beadsworth, Stead a 
Barry Parkin worked steadily 
lo sixth in a race won wi 
supreme authority by the reig 
ing Olympic gold medalli 
Jesper Bank of Denmark. 

As attempts to run a seeoi 
race were abandoned, that h 
to be enough and now Britaii 
representative in Savannah fr 
faces a round-robin of the tn 
tom four, with two goii 
through to make up the final • 
as in the Olympic system. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

350,000 


The number of ticket appli 
cations received so far by Ju 
ventus for their Euro peat 
Cup final against Ajax. Onh 
65,000 tickets are available 
for the match in Rome, arw 
Uefa have yet to decide the 
Italian club's allocation. 
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sport 

Difficulties are imposed by a ludicrous interpretation of the laws 
j that discourages players from trying to win the ball properly 


is aU very well For tbe football au- 
orities to legislate for skill over 
awn but they had better pay some 
tention to the growing list of se- 
5us injuries. 

Following so swifllv on other 
ave incidents - David Btisst of 
oventry, the Liverpool defender 
eve Harknesfi, and Gary Charles 
•" Nottingham Forest will be dis- 
ced for some time - the compound 
acture that 20*year old Graeme 
imlinson suffered in Luton's 
'lours at Port Vale on Tuesday 
hen on loan fre.n Manchester 
niled may strike you as an imfcr* 
mate coincidence. 

This does not allow for worrying 
mocence and difficulties imposed 
/ a quite ludicrous interpretation 
I' the laws that discourages players 


from attempting to win the ball prop- 
erly. 

Concem over being shown a 
yellow card merely for an error in 
liming leads to dangerous improvi- 
sations that increase the possibility 
of ending up in hospital. 

■Watching the game today there 
are times when you cannot help 
wincing. It is not so much rough play 
that catches the eye but naive 
lunges. 

I mean, how many players know 
how to execute a tackle, how many 
of them would have fallen victim to 
the hard men of past eras? 

The problem did not come upon 
football suddenly but a polity ordered 
by Fifa. the governing body of world 
football, for the World Cup in the 
United States two years ago and since 


applied more vigorously here than in 
any other country, has brought it into 
the open. As action replays on tele- 
vision show the cleanest strike for a 
ball is now likely to be punished, caus- 
ing the tackier to risk injury with a 
contorted, ill-balanced challenge. 

Nobody should regard this as sim- 
ply a personal observation. Fearful 
of seeing important players struck 
down, managers and coaches are al- 
ways going on about it. 

“You preach common sense but 
because of the attitude adopted by 
so many of our referees, who of 
course are under orders, it doesn’t 
always work," one said. “What do 
you say to a lad who gets sent off for 
a perfectly legitimate challenge, es- 
pecially when television shows that 
the referee was at fault? So in at- 



tempting to compensate players 
twist themselves out of shape and 
end up injured.'’ 

Because it is difficult to create re- 
alistic situations. education in tack- 
ling comes largely from experience. 


is attitude. “It’s the player who 
wants the ball most who usually gets 
it,’ 1 the old-timers used to emphasise. 

"'When are we going to start get- 
ting into them,” a tough and much 
revered manager of Wales, the late 
Jimmy Murphy, complained at half- 
time during a game against England 
in Cardiff. 

“Come on Jim,’' protested one 
oftheplayeisina^ftfelsh team which 
included such notables of the day as 
John and Mel Charles. Ivor All- 
church. Cliff Jones and Jack Kelsey, 
“we’re giving them some stick.” 

“Giving them some stick are we," 
Murphy chided. “Well you tell me 
why they keep getting up." 

A drawback for young footballers 
generally now is the that advantage 
of playing alongside and against ex- 


rebuked by a reader from Newcas- 
tle who supposed that a case 

^ or ^ S 

-* . T 

jlied jauntily. “Well, mke the was told when rntrch 

Bt of u because this could be your te aW ? old t0 the 

‘ " - — 1 nadonalTeam of bW“so lean, to 

look after yourself. Fele did not p L 
looking for a fight but it was not wise 


wrienced men in reserve-team 
Hatches is no longer available to 

b TJow long have you been in the 

ame?" I was asked coldly at 17 py 
nigged Northern Ireland m- 
sinationaL “Just a few J 


/A VI •» 

>L" he growled. 

Good advice was never to trust 
yone on the field. “Let that be 
lesson to you alt - I remember 
veil known hard case saying on 
stretcher after a normally meek 
iponent had inflicted a nast} 

|ury. . , . . 

This not being an entirely origi- 


Tnere is mure ^ — - 

meets the eye. What meets these 
eyes is evidence to suggest that if the 

* ■ , mnn* dilflMrOUS 






Paul Newlove, a worid-class performer 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


HALLENGE CUP COUNTDOWN: Celebrated Saint meets raging Bull in midfield battle. Dave Hadfield reports 

vJewlove and Calland 
centres of attention 


The parallel 
, career paths 
, uf two very 
different cen- 
ires converge 

in the SUk 
‘ ' Cut Chal- 

ee Cup final at Wembley on 
urday when the game's most 
•ensive pluver faces one who 
i been among its most 
iorinus. 

n one corner there will be 
Sainted Paul Newlove. a 
ycr of such obvious class that 
■ £5nh.OOO his new club paid 
id ford for him in November 
likely to remain a world 
ord tor a very long time. 

In the other. Malt Calland. 
ose reputation suggested 
ms rather ihan a halo - he 

> referred to himself as ’“the 
my Jones of rugby " - but who 

> blossomed into a maieh- 
lner with the Bulis since 

love's departure. 

When the two encounter 
;h other at Wembley, it will 
blue chip versus blue collar. 
Although Newlove would 
e nothing belter than to have 
.* burden of the transfer 
•ord lifted off his shoulders. 
:re is no avoiding the pressure 
H his status brings. 

“I’ve got a reputation for be- 
• laid back and not caring, but 
on't know where that comes 
>m." he said. “I do feel the 
essure of the fee, because 
erv match you are a marked 
lyer and everyone expeets so 
ich of you. What I really hope 
that someone takes over the 
cord fee soon." 

Newlow will never be entirely 
mfortable in the role of the 
mo's superstar, and an extra 


complication Saints could have 
done without is his ongoing 
dispute with News Ltd over a 
"loyalty" bonus which has seen 
him withdraw* co-operation 
from that company’s newspapers 
during the run-up to the final. 

By his own standards. 
Newlove has sometimes been a 
little subdued on the field as well 
this season, outshone by team- 
mates like Danny .Arnold and 
Bobbie Goulding. With per- 
fect timing, however, he ex- 
ploded back into his most 
compelling 
form in Saints’ 
final match be- 
fore Wembley, 
at Halifax last 
Sunday, scor- 
ing a hat-trick 
of tries, the 
last of which - 
a side-stepping 
run half the 
length of the 
field - made 
eve nit he most 
experienced 
observers' jaws 
drop. 

“He was the 
difference be- 
tween the sides. It was as sim- 
ple as that,” the Saints' chief 
executive, David Howes, said. 

“He won it for us single- 
handedly,” adds his coach, 
Shaun McRae. “He was just su- 
perb.” For his price tag, he is ex- 
pected to be. 

"He is a world-class player, 
there’s no doubt about that,” 
Calland said. “And sometimes 
I feel like Tve been following 
him around all my career.” 

Originally with Rochdale 
Hornets, Calland was signed by 


Calland: excitir^* bail-carrier 


Featherslone as a replacement 
for Newlove. But where his 
predecessor had been famous 
for dazzling centre play and 
spectacular tries, Calland be- 
came better known for his woe- 
ful disciplinary record. 

In the year before his trans- 
fer to Bradford, he was sent off 
and suspended four times; he 
was even sewing a ban -when the 
Bulls, in a notable act of faith, 
signed him last November. 

If there was scepticism at 
Saints about whether Newlove 
was worth half a 
million, there 
were doubts in 
Bradford over 
whether a play- 
er who could 
not stay on the 
pitch was worth 
anything at all. 

Worse was to 
follow. Calland 
was soon dis- 
missed again for 
the same fatal 
flaw of going 
high in the tack- 
le and banned 
until the end of 
the Centenary 
season. “1 needed to have point- 
ed out to me what I was doing 
he said. “It was a tech- 

it 

was 

throwing out an aim off balance." 

The Bulls’ coach, Brian Smith, 
bad justified the decision to sign 
Calland by insisting that his faulty 
technique could be corrected 
and much of his enforced lay-off 
was devoted to doing just that. 

The player also worked fe- 
rociously hard in training, build- 
ing up has strength and physique 


wrong,” he said. “It was a tech- 
nical failing. I was getting caught 
in no man's land and I was 


to the extent that, according to 
Smith, “his mother doesn’t 
recognise him and he’s had to 
throw out all his shirts.” 

Smith was so impressed by 
Calland’s determination that, 
once his suspension was over, 
he threw him straight into the 
Cup semi-final against Leeds. It 
looked risky, but the one-time 
wild man played outstandingly 
well, as he did in scoring a hat- 
trick in the Bulls' narrow defeat 
at St Helens 12 days ago. 

“Anyone who can’t see that 
Matt Calland is one of tbe 
most exciting ball-carriers in the 
game isn’t using his eyes.” said 
Smith. “I also think we all saw 
who won the contest between 
him and Newlove.” McRae is 
philosophical about the com- 
parison that day. “I just put it 
down as one bad day at the of- 
fice,” be says. “Apart from that, 
Paul has been very consistent” 

It is not that Smith does not 
rate Newlove. whom he made 
every effort to sign when he was 
coach 3t Hull and the player was 
about to turn professional. It 
would take a benighted coach 
to be oblivious to the danger he 
presents at Wembley, but he be- 
lieves that in Calland he has the 
player to counter him. 

“You have to be confident 
whoever you’re up 3 gainst.” 
the player himself says. “All I 
can do is my best - and hope 
that that’s good enough.” 

Th3t best is already better than 
most judges ever thought it could 
be. Reformed character and 
textbook low tackier that he 
now is. Smith is hoping Calland 
still has enough devilment in his 
play to knock Newlove 's halo 
askew on Saturday. 


VIcRae rails at Smith’s selection 


re St Helens coach, Shaun 
cRae. named a Wembley side 
th no surprises yesterday and 
en cast doubt on the line-up 
imed by Bradford Bulls, 
-ites Dare Hadfield. 

Despite dark warnings of axe- 
elding, McRae has selected a 
am with just one change from 
e semi-final, with the prolific 
iung Danny .Arnold replacing 
Ian Hunte.’ who is one of five 
uential substitutes competing 
r four places. 

"There are players in the 
ining line-up who can consider 


themselves extremely lucky," 
said the Australian, who has yet 
to coach a losing Saints sale. 
"They have certainly been spo- 
ken to about their performances 
over the last couple of weeks.” 

McRae’s harshest words, how- 
ever, were reserved for his op- 
posite number, the Bulls coach. 
Brian Smith, who sprang a ma- 
jor surprise the previous day by 
naming Jon Hamer in the front 
row despite his last first-team ap- 
pearance. as substitute, being as 
long ago as early January. 

“I don’t take any notice of 


that side,” he said. “To suggest 
that Hamer will play is ridicu- 
lous. He must think we’re in 
Disneyland, but when has Bri- 
an Smith ever named a squad 
a few days before a game that 
has actually played? 

“I would be very surprised if 
a player who hasn't played in the 
first team for four months was 
used, unless he has been doing 
secret training somewhere." ~ 

Like McRae, however. Smith 
could be planning to make ex- 
tensive use of his substitutes, 
with Hamer expected only to 


contribute in the first quarter. 

The Saints coach is likely to 
have three men on his bench - 
Tommy Martvn, Vila Matautia 
and Ian Picka’vance- who have 
been used effectively recently as 
impact players late in games. 

This is the first 17-man Wem- 
bley and both coaches know that 
their ability to mix and match 
on the pitch will be crucial. 

St Hdm <¥ Bradfani, SSk Cut Chattels* 
Ctq> final, Wembley, Saturday): Prescott: 
Arnold. G*bs. Newtaw. Sutoen: Hammond. 
OoiAJirig; Pete lira. Cuimngram, Leatnem. 
Joint Beam Nonhey. Substitutes ifrcmi; 
HuriTf , Mart>n. Mawotia, Matey. Pidawrice. 


Jackson returns to 
the domestic fold 


thletics 


iike rowbottom 

ulin Jackson announced yes- 
rday that he has lifted his bqy- 
jtl of meetings organised by the 
ritish Athletic Federation, and 
2 gave the credit to Peter Hier. 
ie BAF official currently re- 
vering from a heart attack. 
Hier. a member of the fed- 
ration's promotions unit, flew 
early 11.000 miles earlier this 
;ar to persuade Jackson, who 
-as training in Australia, to 
nange his mind. 

The 29-year-old Welshman, 
ho vowed last season never to 
in in a BAF meeting while Pe- 
:r Radford remained executive 
hairman, said yesterday: “Peter 
Hier] cleared a lot of things in 
w mind. He told me British ath- 
:iics wasn't just about one man. 
“I realised how hard Lhe pro- 
ictions people worked to put 
n major meetings. I didn’t 
■ant to kick them in the face, 
have had a lot of pressure from 
ic general public to change my 
rind. But the fact is if Peter 
adn't come out to see me I 
on't think I would be running.’ 


Hier, who suffered a heart at- 
tack last Thursday, is said to be 
“comfortable" in hospital. 

Jackson will be back foT the 
Gateshead Grand Prut on 30 
June but still insists he will have 
nothing to do with Radford. 
“Me and him are dead and 
buried," he said yesterday. 

Jackson refused to run after 
being carpeted by Radford last 
summer. He claimed he had 
been lectured like a schoolboy 
for competing in Italy 24 hours 
after pulling out of the AAA 
Championships with a muscle 
injury. Jackson now admits that 
he made mistakes - principally 
in not speaking to nis coach, 
Malcolm Arnold, before leaving. 

“All 1 had on my mind was 
getting out to Italy and testing 
my injured leg,” he said. "I have 
to put mv hands up and say that 
I could have calmed down the 
situation.” Arnold commented: 
“I have coached Colin since he 
was 1 7 and I was anxious that 
the later years of his career did 
not come under a cloucL 

“I am optimistic he is in for a 
successful season. He is in the 
shape he was before winning the 
world title in Stuttgart [1993].” 


From NJ Alexander 
Sin I happened to be in Australia 
12 months ago when the two 
main state unions announced 
their professional status in the 
wake of Rupert Murdoch’s cor- 
porate takeover of Rugby- 
League. The reaction of the then 
RFU secretary. Dudley Wood, 
was embarrassing to say the 
least His patronising comment 
regarding Australian “panic” 
was tactless and his view that the 
Murdoch announcement was 
“an opportunity for us to dis- 
tance ourselves from the 
professional sport" severely 
short-sighted and flawed. 

Players, journalists and many 
southern hemisphere adminis- 
trators had been predicting the 
onset of the professional game 
for years and yet only five 
months before Armageddon 
the RFU were still blindly 
preaching their antiquated faith. 

The infamous Carling fiasco, 
was timed just before the Eng- 
land squad left for South Africa 
after months of training and sac- 
rifice by the players. The sheer 
incompetence of this self-cen- 
tred over-reaction was a sick- 
ening response to the players' 
commitment. 

Now we find ourselves at a 
crossroads. The future of the 
Five Nations is in jeopardy 
and the terrible prospect of the 
Lions never making it to South 


SPORTS L ETTERS 


The rugby union debate 

Tbe dispute between the Rugby Football Union and England’s top clubs over who should 
run the newly professional game and how the new money coming into the game should 
be shared out has divided Independent readers. Here is a selection of your views 


Africa in looming. By yet a gain 
demonstrating bad judgement, 
the RFU is alienating England 
- even from the other home 
unions. The hard work of rug- 
by people over many years is be- 
ing ruined and the situation has 
now become intolerable to sup- 
porters and players alike. 

Steve Bale's article of 18 
April summed up what many 
fans and club administrators al- 
ready knew. We have a bunch 
of self-important amateurs 
running our professional sport. 
Yours, 

N J ALEXANDER 
London WI I 

From Mr G Cowan 
Sir: So Donald Kerr has told 
Cliff Brittle to “Sort it out or get 
out", a message that most rug- 
by administrators are anxious to 
deliver to Mr Kerr himself and 
the rest of the new breed that 
seem to have recently appeared 
on the scene. 

While the greedy antics of the 
handful of clubs involved in 
Epruc fill your column inches, 
the vast number of RFU clubs 


have had to wait to learn what 
is lo happen to all their teams 
next season, as the fixture lists 
cannot be settled until we learn 
whether this Epruc lot are go- 
ing or staying. 

Mr Kerr should not forget 
that Cliff Brittle was voted into 
office by a huge majority of or- 
dinary RFU dubs specifically to 
look after their interests now. 
But the greedy, bullying tactics 
of Epruc are causing the rest of 
the rugby membership to lose 
patience with them. 

As the fixture secretary for 
my local dub, 1 cannot believe 
that at this stage in the season, 
I have not been able to organ- 
ise a angle fixture for any of my* 
club’s senior sides for next year. 

Mr Kerr, the time has come 
to call your bluff. Please cany- 
out your threat and leave the 
RFU as quickly as possible 
and push off to bankruptcy with 
the rest of your ilk or accept 
what you are being given at the 
rest of the RFU’s expense. 
The senior dubs have lived off 
ihe backs of the junior clubs for 
years, so now “put up or shut 


up”. Then, at least, the hun- 
dreds of honorary fixture sec- 
retaries around the country 
can get on with sorting out their 
B XV’s fixtures for next season. 
Yours, 

GEOFF COWAN 
Maidenhead 

From Mr D Davies 
Sir. As an elected founder mem- 
ber of the major dubs sub-com- 
mittee of the Seventies, the first 
direct dub representation on the 
RFU, and as chairman of the 
Northern Rugby Union Leagues 
Action Committee in the Eight- 
ies. I have helped in some way 
to bring more success, democ- 
racy and fairness to all levels of 
dubs m the RFU. 

Although completely club- 
orientated at Halifax, I was im- 
pressed by the willingness of the 
RFU to listen and act, and I re- 
sent the unfair press they are 
receiving from Steve Bale and 
Dave Hadfield plus others. 

I have dear views on “open 
rugby” which I think represent 
those of a majority of adminis- 
trators of the game at all levels. 


The game requires an effi- 
cient overall contro lling body to 
look at all aspects, and guide it 
wisely. The RFU is there, well 
set up. organised, equipped 
and would, if encouraged, do it 
well. Any substitute senior club 
orientated body, especially if led 
by non-rugby entrepreneurs 
would do it much worse, make 
immature and countless mis- 
takes and bring division and 
chaos. So leave the RFU be. 

Consistency throughout, 
would bring simplicity and un- 
derstanding. Many of the pro- 
posed small variations in the 
Courage Championship are 
vague and illogical. 

All monies from TV, sponsors 
etc, should be divided fairly as 

the Qhi rage money is at present 
It should be negotiated by the 
governing body -the RFU -and 
given to all clubs in fair propor- 
tion. If the lower dubs do not get 
a fair deal there will be no suc- 
cess atlhe top dubs, who use the 

players developed by the lower 
ones. The unfairly vilified Cliff 
Brittle has emerged to me and 
many more as a champion of 
democracy and sense. Of course 
the successful should receive the 
best rewards, but the others 
must be regarded. Elitism is a 
cancer to be discouraged. 
Yours, 

DAJ DAVIES 
Todmorden, Lancashire 


Swede 
leads 
rout of 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Monte Carlo 

It is some time since Goran 
Ivanisevic lost an opening 
match, as his record of four ti- 
tles from seven finals this year 
shows. Yesterday, however, the 
big-serving Croat was ill-pre- 
pared to meet Magnus Gustafs- 
son at the Monte Carlo Open, 
and the Swede swept past him, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Gustafsson, who lost almost 
a year of his career following a 
shoulder operation, has re- 
stored himself to the world's top 
50 from No 611 over the past 
12 months with the help of wild 
cards, such as the -one he re- 
ceived here. 

“I expected a much tougher 
match.” he said, “but Goran 
told me it was his first time this 
year on the day, and I had 
played on it already. I was 
warm in my clothes, as we say 
in Sweden." 

Ivanisevic was by no means 
the day’s only casualty. What- 
ever the saying about clothes 
might be in Spain. Sergi 
Bruguera, a twice winner of the 
tournament, was not pleased to 
be eliminated by a fellow citi- 
zen of Barcelona who has the 
same name as a lace head- 
scarf: Mantilla. 

Felix Mantilla, a 21-ycar-old 
qualifier ranked No 84, who has 
a severe haircut and a mean 
backhand, put paid to the ninth- 
seeded Bruguera, 7-5. b-2. 

This is the season when- 
Spanish competitors make the 
most of their time on the day. 
and Bruguera, by his own ad- 
mission, is still not moving as 
well as he would like after his 
injury problems last year. Man- 
tilla, one of a posse of Spanish 
youngsters who have risen 
through the junior ranks, seized 
his opportunity. 

So, too, did Carlos Costa, an- 
other Spanish qualifier, who 
eliminated Michael Chang, the 
No 3 seed, 6-7, 6-2. 6-4. It is 
Chang's first visit to Monte 
Carlo, and last year's French 
Open finalist did not arrive 
from the concrete courts of 
Tokyo until Sunday. In common 
with Ivanisevic, he has yet to 
find his legs on clay. 

Chang "was one of eight 
seeds to vanish yesterday, and 
10 of the 16 seeds have disap- 
peared after three days. The 
top two. Thomas Muster, the 
defending champion, and An- 
dre Agassi are among the sur- 
vivors. but Boris Becker only 
advanced to a third-round 
meeting with the exciting 
Chilean, Marcelo Rios, after 
defeating the Czech David 
Rikl, 6-4, 4-6. 6-3. 

Jim Courier, the eighth seed, 
lost to Spain's Javier Sanchez, 
6-3, 6-3, and illness contributed 
to the sixth-seeded Yevgenv 
Kafelnikov’ s defeat bv France's 
Cedric Pioline, 6-4. '6-3. And 
Sjeng Schalken, a Dutch qual- 
ifier, outlasted Sweden’s 
Thomas EnqvisL the seventh 
seed, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3 
Among tbe non-seeded per- 
sonalities, Stefan Ed berg's 
three-set defeat in a duel of at- 
fadong play with the Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek was less air- 
prising than the way the match 
unfolded. Few players could 
give Ed berg eight games Start 
on any surface, but Krajicek re- 
trieved a 0-6, 0-2 deficit to win, 
0-6, 6-4. 6-2. 

Andrei Medvedev, the 
Ukrainian No 11 seed who won 
the title two years ago, made 
short work of Mark Philip- 
poussis. winning 64), 6-2 in 59 
minutes. It could be said that the 
big-serving young Australian 
was off his game: 12 double- 
faults, no aces. 

■ Britain were relegated from 
the Europe/Africa Group One 
of the Fed Cup at La Manga. 
Sprnri, yesterday despite beat- 
ing Slovenia 2-1 in their last pool 
match. ^ 
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banking on 


Open boost 


Golf 


Severiano Ballesteros is deter- 
mined to be back lo his best by 
July in order to make a deter- 
mined effort to win the Open 
at Royal Lytham St Anne s for 
the third successive time. 

Ballesteros, who begins his 
challenge for the Turcspana 
Masters in Valencia today, is 
struggling to regain form and 
fitness following a six-month 


break and the ‘‘^jnish tour- 


nament is o:_, . ; ji ...ixih event 
of the year. 

“I’m getting better day by 
day.” the 39-ycar-oId Balles- 
teros said. “My back has not 
been troubling me. But 1 have 
a problem with my left wrist af- 
ter swinging loo much with a 
heavy club for the past few 
days. 

■‘The wrist will not be loo 
had and I hope to have all my 
old rhythm and confidence 
hack by the time of the Open 
championship. 

“1 won the Open in 1979 and 
iy&S. the last two times the 
championship was held at 
Lytham. and 1 like the course 
very much. It also gives you 
confidence when you play a 
course where you have done 
well in (he past. 

‘‘Maybe 1 am not playing so 
well at the moment but I hope 
to reach Lytham in good shape 
because it would be nice to win 
three in a row there. 

H i have a few months left so 
there is plenty of time to pick 
up my form. I have many hap- 


py memories of Lytham and 
can still remember all my 
sbuLs in the last rounds both 
times.” 

Ballesteros has also been 
given added confidence by 
Nick Faldo’s win in the US 
Masters. “Nick is only a few 
months younger than me and 
it gives us added hope when a 
player of SSwins a major. If he 
can do it. why not me?” 

This week is the first lime 
that Ballesteros has played in 
his native Spain for almost a 
year and his biggest regret is 
that his compatriot Jose Maria 
Olazabal is unable to play the 
Valencia tournament. 

Olazabal. suffering from 
arthritis in both feet, was hop- 
ing to make a comeback this 
week but pulled oul of the 
event on Tuesday. 

“It Is very sad he is not 
here,” said Ballesteros. “We are 
missing him on tour. Hopeful- 
ly he will be hack for the 
Open.” 

Ballesteros Is one of seven of 
Europe's last Ryder Cup team 
to be in the Valencia field. Sam 
Torrance, Howard Clark. Philip 
Walton, David Gilford. Gostan- 
tino Rocca and Per-Ulrik Jo- 
hansson will all be among his 
rivals for the first prize of 
£83.330. 

South African Vtfayne West- 
ncr. Australian Wayne Riley. 
Scotland's Paul Luwric and 
Sweden's Peter Hedblam and 
Jarmo Sandelin. all of whom 
have won European Tour 
events this vear. arc also in (he 
field. 


Canada shut out hosts for first win in championship 



"•V* . . . 


Tripping the ice fantastic: Austria’s captain, Manfred Muehr, is tripped by Luke Richardson, of Canada, in the preliminary round 
Hockey Championship in Vienna. Canada won the game 4-0 after drawing their first game against Slovakia 


of the World Ice 
Photograph: AP 


Lewis challenges Tyson 
to legitimise his title 


Boxing 


and beat him up," Lewis said. 


Lennox Lewis believes Mike 
Tyson must fight him to legit- 
imise his claim as the world's top 
heavyweight. 

Lewis has gone to the courts 
in his efforts lo get a match 
against Tyson, and last month a 
New Jersey' judge ruled he must 
be the next challenger for the 
World Boxing Council title. 

“I don't believe Tyson can ac- 
tually say he is the best in the 
world yet not fight me," Lewis 
said yesterday. “I believe Tyson 
is a warrior and would want to 
lake on the challenge.” 

Lewis had argued the WBC 
were ignoring their own 1995 
ruling that he should fight for 
the championship next, having 
beaten Lionel Butler in a title 
elimination bout. Instead, the 
WBC sanctioned Tyson's fight 
with Frank Bruno. 

Lewis vowed to compensate 
British fans for Bruno's per- 
formance against Tyson last 
month if he does get a title bouL 

“Tyson just went out there 


‘Bruno did all dial talking, say- 
id If 


ing he would do this and that, 
and really he exposed himself 
and just embarrassed himself. 
He not only let himself down, 
but the British public." 

Lewis, who hopes the judge's 
ruling will stand and force Tyson 
to make his next defence 
against him. said he would 
knock Tyson down and reclaim 
the title he held in 1993-94. 

“It would be just like Busier 
Douglas, but i have better tools 
than Douglas," Lewis said. 
Douglas knocked out Tyson six 
years ago in the champion’s only 
defeat. 

The Briton, beaten only once 
in 29 professional fights, will 
meet the 1988 Olympic gold 
medal-winning American Ray 
Mercer on 10 May. 

Robbie Regan believes that 


be can successfully step up a 
firsi 


division to become the first 
Welshman to capture (he world 
bantamweight title when he 
meets the defending champion. 
Daniel Jiminez, of Puerto 
Rico, for the World Basing Or- 


ganisation title in Cardiff on 
Friday. 

Regan, who admitted that 12 
months ago he would have 
been more likely to shed the 
pounds ratber .thafl pile them 
on, believes he has made the 
right decision to move up from 
flyweight. 

“My weight is 8st6lb and I am 
happy with that." Regan said. “I 
feel stronger in the gym now, yet 
a year ago I was thinking of 
going down to light-flyweight, 
not up. 

“It is easier going up than 
down and I'm ready for a good 
fight against Jiminez. He’s busy 
and durable, and to beat him 
wil] be a big feather in my 
cap." 

Regan will be keen to repeat 
the performance he put up in 
his last fight, when he knocked 
out Fend Ben Jeddnu in two 
rounds for the International 
Boxing Federation interim fly- 
weight title. 

“This is a true fight and you 
will see a true champion at the 
end of it," Regan said. “It could 
be a classic.” 


Another flop 
for Perkins at 
Olympic trials 

Swimming 


Kiercn Perkins, the world 
record holder, failed to qualify 
for the 400 metres freestyle at 
this year's Atlanta Olympic 
Games after finishing tliird at 
the Australian trials in Sydney 
yesterday. 

ftrkins, who set the 400m 
world mark of 3min 43.80sec at 
the 1994 World Championships 
in Rome! was beaten by the Pan 
Pacific champion, Daniel 
Kowalski, with Malcolm Allen 
second. Kowalski won in 3:50.60 
with Allen second in 3:51.60. 
Perkins' time was 3:5256. 

Perkins, silver medallist in 
the 4tJ0m at Barcelona 
Olympics in 1992 and also 
holder of the world records at 
800 and 1,500m. failed in a bid 
to win an Olympic place in the 
200m event at the weekend. He 
has a last chance to qualify for 
Atlanta in the 1,500m on Sun- 
day. 

“The last five or six years of 
competition I've pretty much 
been in control of the situation. 
This time I'm not and it’s pret- 
ty scary,” Perkins said. 


European competition 
for Manchester Storm 


Ice hockey 


Manchester Storm are prepar- 
ing to take a leap into the big 
time as Europe's ice hockey 
leaders announced details of 
the high-profile European 
League in Vienna yesterday. 

After their successful inau- 
gural season, winning promo- 
tion .to the British Premier 
League. Manchester was con- 
firmed as one of 20 clubs from 
12 countries to contest this am- 
bitious aew venture. 

Manchester was catapulted 
to European prominence be- 
cause of the backing of a 
world-ranked venue - the 
Nynex Arena - and a huge fa- 
natical following that regular- 
ly provided crowds of 
15.000-plus for home matches. 

The sport's governing body, 
the International Ice Hockey 
Federation, revealed that 
more than £3m had been ear- 
marked to launch the new 
league and another £Im will 
go towards providing television 
coverage. 


The European Hockey- 
League will begin in Septem- 
ber with the teams -playing 
each other in midweek in a 
tournament that will culmi-. 
nale with semi-finals and finals 
late in January-. 

The new competition will re- 
place the 30-year-old Euro- 
pean Cup. which will continue 
but in a different format with 
Britain's Sheffield Steelers as 
home representatives. 

That leaves both Sheffield 
and Manchester free to com- 
pete at weekends in another 
new competition, the British 
Super League, also scheduled 
to start in the autumn. 

The format of the European 
Hockey League will resemble 
football’s highly successful Eu- 
ropean Champions* League 
but only two reigning nation- 
al champions wfll be included 
in the inaugural tournament - 
Lulea of Sweden and Jokerit 
Helsinki of Finland, though 
plans to include all of Europe’s 
league champions will be 
phased in over several years. 

But Manchester general 


manager. John Lawless, still 


intends to bring in another 
four or five players to 
strengthen his squad for 
these two demanding com- 
petitions. 

Although the world's most 
powerful competition, the Na- 
tional Hockey League, will 
not be involved directly in the 
new European League, it has 
pledged to send a club to Eu- 
rope in September 1997 to play 
in a ihrec-team Super Cup 
against the European League 
champions and the w innere of 
the European Cup. 

The IIHF president, Rene 
Basel, said he was aiming for 
an annual Super Cup that 
would eventually have the 
NHLs Stanley Cup champions 
against Europe's best clubs. 
"“This will take time, and I 
know the NHL has certain 
problems, but this is my 
dream.” Fasel said. 

“The European Hockey 
League and Super Cup are 
works in progress that will 
evolve over the next few 


years. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Warwickshire’s winning 
start against students 


Cricket 


In a Benson and Hedges 
warm-up match, Warwickshire 
crushed the British Universi- 
ties by 168 runs in a 50-over 
friendly at The Parks, Oxford, 
yesterday. 

Without their South African 
all-rounder, Shaun Mock, 
who arrived in England 24 
hoars earlier and was rested to 
allow him time to 


recover 


Paul Smith joined Knight in 
a stand of 107 off 14 overs 
which ended when Smith was 
caught immediately after com- 
pleting a half-cenluiy from 39 
balls. 

Knight went on to reach his 
first century of the season 
during a partnership of 100 
with Dominic Ostler." It came 
off 107 balls, contained a six 
and 13 boundaries and ended 
at 293 whea be was caught for 


from jet-lag, the county ebaro-. . 128. 
pions scored 355 for 7.ancL in . Ostler went on to compile a 


reply, the students were re- 
stricted to 187 for 8. . . . 

By agreementbetween the 
captains, the match only start- 
ed on time after the Universi- 
ties agreed to field first on a 
wet outfield and, against bowl- 


punishing 63 and four more 
wickets fell in the last 10 overs 
for the addition of 43- 
The Universities slumped to 
39 for 3 off 14 overs but Mark 
Harvey (Loughborough Uni- 
versity and Lancashire) with 63 


im> inclined to be too short, _ not out, and Anurag Singh 
Nick Knight and Neil Smith (Cambridge University and 


rattled up 55 off the first five 
overs, reaching 86 off 10 overs 
before Smith was caught for 23. 


Warwickshire), with 40, helped 
the students’ score to reach re- 
spectability. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 
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loforaattona! ftfendHes 

Cbm* Rap (0) 2 Rap of (rotund (01 0 

Byte* 32 . 

(at St/ahw s&tum, ftagje) 

< —JO Afaanfa — 0 




Cat Bttno ft* ssnOn, Zankaj 
Romania O' 

Mdtaw 26, 30, 39 ty»0 
Lacans 49 

:£££*«****«, 


-0 Hste»to 

.BqfwT 


0 


CAnts&gasta, CWb): Dale 
■> t |owb S3. S2;Vaienoa«n toon&o o, . 


. q^rjlVBVWEs fato.Si Genua#) 0 Munpas 

. Neueftnel 2 

; i»s'[ • \V 


■ Martin Dobson, the former 
Everton and Burnley midfield 
player, who won five England 
caps, has been appointed youth 
development officer at Bolton 
TVhnderers. Dobson. 48, was 
player-manager at Bury from 
1984-89 and had a spell in 
charge of Bristol Rovers in 
199L 

■ Sheffield United are releas- 
ing the 37-year-old former 
Wolverhampton ^tenderers and 
Aston Villa midfielder. Gordon 
Cowans, on a free transfer. 


Athletics 

Vtemwey, seeking to gain the vote over 
Manchester this summer as the host 
crfthenewnatxxjalspofTsstacBLfln.yes- 
tertayunveOeO a pten tjytte award -win- 
ning architect Sir Norman Raster to 
transform its surrounding. The plan, 
whfch was ccxrmssjored by Brent Coun- 
cil and wiU be funded through private 
aid public tads, wil create mere pedes- 
trian space around the stadium. Car 
parking will be moved oul of sight Be- 
neath the plaza and there will be dra- 
matic improverrts to Olympic Way. 
which writ link the stadium with a new 
Wembley Stadium railway -station. 


T Wooo 87no): Kw« 325 tor 8 dec U h Baioock 
80. S C WBe ®. E t SOrfcrt 52) ano 263 tor 
9 (B Key 96, S C Was 51. D J Shoohrt 5 to 
58'. Match drawn. 

0*C-ttW MUCH Ota Parts): lKaw*Wtws355 
to 7 aft 50 OMi (N V KM0R 128, 0 P fetter 
63, P A Sm«n 51): Brush UrererwOes 187 to 
8 o*t 50 iM E Hervey 63 no). ' 
shim won by 168 rons. 


1 Heenvood Q; Gretna 0 Great Hareooa 2; Rod- 
cMfe Borough 1 Eastwood twin l;VWiney 8w 

2 Laicdn Urateri 0. Betnr Hemet Learie Pi»- 

1 » ii ->■ rvM 


mttr OMriofE Buton 1 Gratesencf 4 N 2: Down- 


ester 2 Grestoy 1 : HKtkyp 2 SuflMyL^jfcesion 


Baseball 

AMS9CAM LEAGUE: Minnesota 8 Boston 6: 
owaeo wwe S» 6Teas 5; OaWarsJ 3 fcU- 
wautoe 6; Cleveland 9 Bsounwe ft Kansas C*y 
5 NewYorV Yantees 2. 

IWTWNH.UMUE: Pwloaetom 6 Pesiiu0» 2: 
L<*»«ngBte6 3 Attmta 2: Sen feegp 7 Florida 2; 
Cotoado 4 CWCB0J Cubs 3; Houacn 8 San ftov 
dsco 4; Montreal 12 9 feus 11: New \M< Mots 
8 Qn o nn a o 0 (10 nw$|. 


Cycling 

Chits Beerdman and Graeme Obree have 
both been pven automatic places m the 
World Track Championships at Man- 
chester Velodrome this year. As hosts, 
Britain are assured of having one rider 
In each discipline at the event, which 
runs from 2S August to 1 September, 
with other places bemg awarded on the 
basis of World Cup performances. 
Vincenzo To mam, who oqpntzed and di- 
rected the Tbtr of Italy for 45 years, ded 
In Milan yesterday aged 77. 


1 Cnefmstoti 1. Mdtand DWstOc Moor Green 
1 Granrhin Torn Q: Heritor Town 2 So*niJB»- 
ouer>3; Lecester UUS 1 R C Waretot 1. SOoth- 
ari IM w iten: Qndettod 2 Forest Green L~ fisher 
93 0 S«jn#xnoi» 2. Gnat Wto League 
Brier DM&ue Bristol Manor Farm 0 Bndncrt 
2: Paeon 1 C*ie L Wtatonteed KM Leap* 
WrgPIvMon: Chatham town 4 GreorMwcti Bar 
OU01 2^heppey United 5 Conr-tMan 1_ North- 
em Counties Eaat ImRM Premier DMsIoe: 
AmoH T(Mn 1 Bngg Town 2; Hucfenal Town 1 
AdifefcJ Unced 1; Luasede; 2 Thaddey 3; Mal- 
ty M.W. 0 Arrrfihorpe Welfare 2. North Wed 
Cotarties Leatfw First DhrWon: HMdo 2 
Bui3cou0t O; Ndspme A Metre 2 Ctoheroe 0. 
■Ir aww Eeatcrp In dia Premier Ptedhm t Fe- 
ketoure PAT 0 Dies Tom) 3; HaWeed Town 4 
Hadtetfr United 1: LoaeslCrft Town 1 SudMy 
Wanderers 1, f te in na ite* Town 2 Harwich & 
Paikeston 2; Wauon Utri 1 Fatenhgm Town % 
Wtovch Tom 5 Canard Uto 1: VWnnam 1 Great 
Yarmouth Town 0. 


Fotr draws 080. Ten hems £2.l(XL65. Fto 
amoys £5615. 

VERNONS: Tretfa chance: 24p!s £78830. 23 
07.95. 22 0.05. Tea homes 02.40 (pan 
on nine correcti- Five awaya voia isate6 may 
be usee n payment of dwrts' not enmeu. 


Rugby Union 

Owain Uoyd, who played for Wales A in 
the back row against Fiji carter this sea- 
son, has reined hrs former cfub Treorchy 
from Uanellr on a two-year contract 
Orrefl wifi be without the Iretand ftfl-teck 
Simon Mason for their final Courage 
League One game of the season, 
against Bristol on Satunfay. Mason has 
suffered a recurrence of an ankle in- 
jury and wil oe replaced ty Steve fabem- 
er for the Edge Hall Road clash. 


Snooker 


EMMSST WORLD CHAMPIONSMP SMBohQ 


Boxing 

Michael Mooter, of the United States, 
b to fight Germany's Axel Scnulz for the 
vacant international Boxing Federation 
heavyweight tftfe on 22 June, probably 
m Berim. The winner of this bout will 
be in line to fight Mite Tyson. 


Cricket 

The West Indies wlU open a five-Test se- 
ries against Australia in Brisbane on 22 
November and the second Test will be- 
gin a week later in Sydney. Sydney will 
also host a day-night one-day In- 
ternational match on New ’fear's Day 
between Austra&a and Pakistan, who wtJ! 
join Australia and the West Indies In a 
tnansjfar series. The final Test between 
Australia and the West Indies will be 
played in Perth from 1-5 February: 

The West Indies Cricket Board of Con- 
trol slgted an £S.3m sponsorehip deal 
with Cable and Wireless on Tuesd^t They 
will continue as sponsors of West bi- 
des' Test ml one-day senes until 200L 
Stuart Law will mate his Essex debut 

in their Benson and Hedges Cup game 

a^mst Glamorgan at Cardiff tomorrow. 
The 2S-year-o(d Australian, the coun- 
ty's overseas replacement for Mark 

Waugh, is expected to open the inning 
with captain ffcul Prichard. 

SECOND* CMM’IONSKP (Koonto and 
ridge;: E'Mjstoe 300 to 3 flec T ; G OUr- 

isono. v. a tta> 52". PS 3^ to 0 oec: 

VA-isWn* 4 7 to 0 dec ax tz |P -Hired 6 - 
-17. ■ar-tnS l. DMyKitoa won by 2X5 


runs (Wanrietaftire IX Ctertys «re 30pta). 

toeracPcsft*. 


(CantmfemyJ; 431 ' 

e*inl75. X 7 k'.»d :4d>£-T Jcl tr2cec n 



Football 

LEADING WORLD RANNNGS: X Brad 
B8-840ts' 2 Germany 61.98 : 3 Rues* 61.16: 
4 ID* 5932: 6 France 59.30: 6 Spate 58.91: 
7 Sweden 55 i)7; 8 Argentina 55.03; 9 Coton- 
ba 54.72: 10 Czech feputtic 54^7; U Hol- 
land 54.26: 32 Meoco 54.1ft 13 Denmark 
53.90: 14 UnOM States 53 J53; 16 Ghana end 
ZamOte 52.62; 17 Norway 52.18: 18 Roma- 
na 51.11; 13 South Nnca 5059; 20 Portu- 
ea 50.4Z 68: 23 Engmd 49^5: Z7 Scotland 
4aoD: 37 Repubic or Mand 43.75: 57 North- 
ern Ireland 36.02; 68 W Wes 32.07. 
TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: B tnterratiooafc 
Derwtiartr 3 Seotfana a Unrter-21 Mernttanati 
England 0 Crown 1. EndaMOi League Fkst 
DMaidK Port Wle 1 fetoi 0; Wattod 6 Gnns- 
by 3- Seonnd DMsion: Burnley 0 Bristol 
Rotors n Carte*? 2 York 0: CheamaM 1 Swin- 
don a- Nora County 2 Bndtton 1: CWort utd 
6 Sf»w!lxjry 0: ftaherhsn 2 SSxSrpor 0; Wal- 
sall 3 Huf! Qty 0. Ttitad Divi sion: Chester 1 
ftotharepm 0: Herafnd 0 Dank^m 1: Mane- 
field 2 Torquay 0- Scunthorpe 2 Doncaster 2. 
6M Vaudnfl Conferaoca: ABmctiarn 1 Staly- 
bnage 0: Rmon 3 Nortturh 4; W=*ng 1 to- 
lermg 0. UEFA Under- 18 O to mptogtrip 
tot ani iad b te rataid: Enggid 3 Socrbnd 0 6- 

g. league nfWnlnr Cacraws 1 Oorwy 3: New- 
town 3 Bmon Ferry 0. Cup semi-Hnel 
reconri tegt: Barry Town 2 Eutw Vate 2 iagg 
2-U Ebb* Vale win on awav goafej; Coresh's 
Quay 2 Caernarfon Town 2 lagg 5-5: ftnnaft’s 
(Xeywin anamrgoatsi. Ponbui (ea0ie Rret 
DMsion: Everton 1 Leers l. Second PMatare 
Cowmty3S(niertoid3.AmntasuBnEeCom> 
bhaODW EMsan: fto^nouti 1 GlOScn Oc Ttot- 

(entBcn 2 Wea Han 2 Ida League Premier 
Dwtatore Ayfestury 1 Moiesey 1: Behop's Stcn- 
ton 3 Chew/ Tiam 1: Boreham wool 4 Han- 
tkn Oc FMes2 Vtoiow Boca^> liteadne^ Vteten 
AHasitamllftsl DMsian: tewamsffid Town 
1 labncfee 3; Ortod CBy 1 Semes Totin 1; Wfenv 
U^OleytcnftoY^ra LSecond DMaoreCha*. 
to* Si Pew 3 Huigenwd O; HemeS Hempaao 
1 E0am 0: Ifamemead l ttWarn 0: Saffron 
Waklen 1 Can-jey bland 4; il’Henhoo 0 Harnp- 
ton 2 Third DnfaSon: Aieley 0 Horawn 2: Oap- 
ten 2 HarefceU 1- UrriBond leeem Premia' 
Omsots Gfetan 0 Banm 0; Cnodey 0 Aocnng- 
sn S»rtey 0; £m«y 4 Cctwyn Bay 1: Fncilrry 2 

Sperrjwwa tetf* Tom 2 Bosun UtdSMi- 

me 3 '.totstod UM ~ FwSt Orvts«ja: Condon 


Hockey 

Rhona Simpson was apin on fflrgptvtfh 
a couple of gsals as Great Britain beat 
the United States 3-1 in the second of 
thar three-match Test series in torrenbaf 
rain m Atlanta after a 1-1 draw in the 
opening game. Her Scottish cofeague. 
Sue MacDonald, cotected the third with 
Marcia Rankratz replying for the Sates. 


FM round: J Higgra 'Set*) M M CBrK (Erwp 

" lb-5; 


10-S; T Griffiths (Wai tt J Burnett (Sam 10-S 
AMcNUrus(Seo) SMPrtcelEn© 10-5. N Bond 
(Eng) er A Harneon (Eng) 10-9: H Dowry (Ire) 
br N Teny (Eng) 10*. 


Speedway 

The former world No 2. Les Collins, who 
has spent the last 10 years with the 
Scottish Monarchs,hasa 0 eedto]oin 
Cradtey Heath after faSng to agree terms 
with the Edinburgh-based side for the 


Ice hockey 

WORLD CMAMPtOMWS: Pool A: Gemany 5 l 
C anada L Pool B: Sweden 2. Franca 1. 


new season. 


Motor rating 

The governing body of mtemaDoral mo- 
tor sport, the flA, yesterday blamed the 
Ltger tean for the fire which ewetaped 
Ftedra DWs carat the Arg^itmlan Grand 
Prii on 7 April and warned it would take 
(tea pArtary action m future modems. The 
HA said inwstigBTlons showed ti 0 er had 
foiled to maintain refuelling equipment 
property. 

Gfencario FsicfiefJa. of Italy, wyi drive a 
Minardi car m Sunday's European For- 
mula One Grand Prtx, replacing the 
young Brazilian Taiso Marques who had 
been dnvtng with the Italian team in the 

two previous championship races m 
Brazil and Argentina. 


Tennis 

Jennifer Capriati, who is maWng a 
comeback after a tw^eat absence from 
the Tout will replace Lindsay Davenport 


ir? the United States teem for this week- 
end's Fed Cup match against Austria. 
Aete Sampras, the world No 1. has been 
vored player of the year by a jury of ptey- 

ere and oftoals for the third successtve 
yeac Sampras, who won Wlmbiedon and 
the US Open in 1995, becomes ordy the 
thnd player to pich up the award three 

times. The others were -fimmy Connors 
and Ivan Lendf. 

MONTE CA8L0 MEN’S OPEN Second rant 
T Muster lAui br T Caibonell (Spj 7-5 6-4. C 
Moya tsp> woRFiAb oq sir SSeharien (Nab) 
K T Ehqvia (Sue) 3-6 6-3 6-3: FSentoro fFr) 
bt A Beets* fFit 7 5 1-6 7-6; C Ptotne IFrJ « 
Y Kafehitou ((toe) 6-4 8-3. F Mantrite iSpi bt 
S Brusiera (Sp) 7-5 6-2; B Bew 'fieri br 0 
RRI iCz Ftepl 6-4 4-6 6-3: M Gusrafsson (Swl 
tx G haresevc (Crs) 6-2 6-2: A Medvedev (Ufcrj 
bt M PWpoousat, lAus) 6-0 6-2: ACosta iSp) 
bt H Gumy CAig) 6-7 6-1 64. 

FED CUP (Hyatt La Hm Qtd>, SpaTnJ Eo- 
mpe-Aritca zone (koap One Pool A: Bntato 2 
5tocn» 1. S Smith (Eased tost to B Muta 6- 
3 64: C Wbod (Susses br T Hitan 7-5 6ft Snwh 
and Wool w Krean and T Msen«. 61 7-5. 
LTA SPfttNG SATSUTE (EdUto^t) Men's sav 
0k, Mnud: j Drigitb (GB) bt M Wy«MG8) 
624-6 6-a 5 BEndeimm (Ceil bt D ward (G8) 
63 64; 0 Saostaid IGB) btS Pander (G8) 64 
64: T Schlessfcng (AutJ bt J Bameu (GB) 61 
64; a RKtaflfeon (GB) br c Bennett (GB) 64 
60: A Pettier (GB) bt N Ba^n (GB) 4-6 63 
7-5; T Spinks (GB) bt M Tuitonc (Steak) 63 6 
liMGoooac t*as)t* P Hand (GB) 1662 6 
0: P Mosdmds IGAMD Drape: IGS) 62 67 
62. Woman's abides, second round: E Bond 
(G8) M J Dawson (GB) 61 63: 6A Snual IGB) 
bt C Kramer (Get) 62 62: K Kamer (fieri M i 
Wood K3BI 7-5 63; h BWeteM iCr ftep} brJ PuWi 
(GBi 6-2 64; j Stack ISA) M L Woodrcffe (GB) 
62 64; H Mawt&fey iAusi bt M Manats (Rust 
62 2-6 60: K Batehova iCz Rep) bt J RJn iGBr 
62 64: 1 Ward (GS) br V levies (GB) 6261; 
A Tonnfl (GB) b( N Barkan (bit 63 6]_ 


Pools (fivldeods 

BATTENS: l)ebla stance: 24pts £124.90. 28 
£2.55 iwdMdeflds only). Four ±am £4.35. 
Fhe a wa r e £35.55. Eight hemes £81- CO 
2EITCRS: Ttoble chan*: 24pts E22L55. 23 
£2.55. 22 OL35 (three dwdends nnly). Top 10 


points pool (no mm 23(*s wmeis). 22p£ 
\45- 21 £35.85 Easy ah £32.<». Four 


£156.- 


draws £3.00 Fair aaays £8.00. Bgbt b o w 
£194 0. Lucky numbers 32 13 381 3612. 
UTTLEWOODS: Treble chance: 24pts 

£324165. 23 £56.05. 22 £685. 21 £1-65. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

(7.45 unless stated) 

GM VAUSfAU. COWERBWE: Statybnd^ v 
NorthwtCh. 

BEAZEB HOMES LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Greaey v Canondff Oly. Soottam DhMoKWIe- 
ston-srcWr-Mare v Braintree Town. 

KS LEAGUE Premier DMttocCacftWonvVUw 
Swig: Grays v Borehsn Wood (7.30). FM Di- 
vision: Thame * Oxford by. Second DMaknc 
HungHtod^ V Canwy Hand. TWrt DMcMr Ep- 
som & Eirefl v Khsbuy. 

UMBOND LEAGUE Pramta DMakae GanAor 
ou0i vOwtey f7 JO): Knometev v Mart* (7J0l. 
(CASUS OF WALES: Cotsgs Bay v Cnmah’S 
Quv- 

WREMMRD UMIED COUNTIES LEAGUE Fbrt 
[ Hvit ic n. Shambmoh v Thfgsmn (790). 
WNSRM&EAD KEKl LEAGUE Hf*t DrriMan: 
WhitaaWe Town v Chatum Town. 

UT*JET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First DM- 
Burgess Hill Town v Peacehaven & 
Tebconri* 030). 

JEWSON EASTBW LEAGUE Premier DM- 
stao: Maron Tomi v Dissc Sudbury v Falksn- 
fiam. 


NORTHERN COUNTO EAST LEAGUE PrenUer 
DMstorc Bngg Town v Gtoasluudan (7.30): 
Srectstmdfle v Halem i7.30i. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Challenge 
Cup Flnat BuBcoutfi v Ftaon (at Qga Law, Buy 
FC. 7J30I 

PONT1NS LEAGUE BeraOroJorcSK*® vDer- 
Dy 1 7.0i, Second DhtotaE Coueno? v Bradford 
it.Oi Man Cay v Grmstw i7 OH Mfldtewougi 
r 5underfand rr.Oi. 

AWMHStBANGEGQNBMATMNIaeLDMatare 
*»w#i vChetoa ii&k Vtekxd vWtea H*n CXJL 
Second Dhtahn Brmn^sni * Bownenmh Q.Oi 
Ftyticmr v Newport AFC 17.301. 

Rugby League 

STONES First DMsion: Huddersfield vWhrto- 
haven 1730). 

Speedway 

PREMIER league: Ipsuiut v Sheffield: London 
v Cradtey Hearn & srote. Speedway Star Cigi 
Fkst rauxL second round: MddteSOrauUi v Hul 

Other sports 

SNOOKBE Embassy Vririd Channwnshlu fCru- 
obte nwaoe. SheffteUi. 

TENNIS. LTA Spnng SaieWe i£rtnbur0u. 
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Pears is 
given 
all-clear 


to play on 


Rugby Union 


David Pears has set his sights on 
a return to the England side 
next season after being given the 
all-clear to continue playing. 
The Harlequins stand-off 1 s fu- 
ture had been in doubt after he 
badly damag ed his ankl e for the 
second lime in a month last No- 
vember, but a specialist has told 
him be can resume training in 
June. 

“It s very good news.” Pears 
said. “At 28 1 still have time to 
get back in the England side and 
win more caps. I had been wor- 
ried that my rehabilitation 
would not work. It was a bad set- 
back after ray return was going 
so well in the first couple of 
months of (he season, bul I had 
overcome worse problems. 

“I hoped lhal I could physi- 
cally recover and after all that 
I have been through. 1 knew (hat 
1 could cope with the mentnl 
side.” 

Pears has injured almost 
every part of lus body, with his 
neck, hand, nose. nbs. groin, 
hamstring, head, knee and an- 
kle having suffered at one point. 
His problems have limited him 
io four caps between 1990 and 
1994, and meant (hat he played 
only one league match in the 
1992 and 1993 campaigns, and 
none last season. 

This latest blow came in Oc- 
tober, when he and Mike Call 
collided in a Harlequins-Bath ‘ 
match. Pears returned quickly 
to play his eighth league match 
in November, but limped off 
while appearing for London 
against Western Samoa. 

Another England hopeful 
recovering from injuiy is A in- 
ternational Simon Shaw, who 
plays his first competitive game 
in five months for Bristol Unit- 
ed against Orrell’s second XV 
at the Memorial Ground on Sat- 
urday. 

There were fears that the gi- 
ant lock might never play again 
when he had to undergo surgery 
after damaging his left ankle 
against Transvaal in November. 
That injury was the culmination 
of a disastrous year in which the 
6ft 9 in forward injured his knee 
in bis third England A game 
against Italy, which ruled him 
out of the World Cup. 

Tbe Scotland winger Tony 
Stanger and Under-19 interna- 
tional James Craig are the first 
beneficiaries of a new Scottish 
Rugby Football Union scheme 
designed to help young players 
balance sporting and educa- 
tional commitments. 

Both men will receive grants 
of £3.000 over the next acade- 
mic year from the SRFU Edu- 
cational Trust, which was set up 
to encourage players to remain 
in Scotland. The Trust is the 
brainchild of Scotland's direc- 
tor of rugby, Jim Telfer, who 
said: “Young men need to fol- 
lows career path in parallel with 
their rugby development." 

One of the key roles of the 
Trust wfl] be counselling, an area 
that has been operating for 
three months. The Trust is ex- 
pected to raise £50.000 in three 
years to meet the anticipated re- 
quests for financial help from 
players, with the SRFU also 
contributing £25.000. 


Police agree 
to increase in 
HQ’s capacity 

Rugby Union 


The police were reluctantly 
persuaded yesterday lo allow 
the Rugby Football Union to 
raise the cap on Twickenham's 
capacity from 37.500 to 50,000 
for the inter-code Bath v Wigan 
match on 25 May, writes Steve 
Bale. The ground would nor- 
maJty hold 75,000. 

The cap had been imposed, 
to the fury of both dubs, because 
of engineering work on the Wa- 
terloo- Reading rail line which 
wfl] dose Twickenham station 
and therefore create safety 
problems. The situation is com- 
plicated by anticipated traffic 
congestion at a race meeting at 
nearby KeraptOD Park. 

It needed an undertaking 
from Wigan to bring its sup- 
porters to London in the fleet of 
coaches usually used for their 
Wembley appearances before 
the police would acquiesce. Bath 
have undertaken to offer special 
coach rates to their supporters. 

Having been cleared of one 
of his yellow cards, Garath 
Archer is free to make what 
may be his last appearance for 
Bristol when they plav at 
Orrell on Saturday. The Eng- 
land lock’s next disdplinarv 
hearing - he still has two cards 
against him - will be in earlv 
May, so he is likely to be sus- 
pended when he revives his 
Newcastle career next season. 

Bristol have also chosen the 
Wales No 10, Aiwel Thomas, 
who may be joining Swansea. 
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Scotland are 


undone by 


the Laudrups 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 

reports from Copenhagen 
Denmark 2 

Scotland 0 


tu 

Scotland may have been playing 

in the land of Hans Christian 


Andersen, but it was Denmark’s 
brothers grim, Michael and Bri- 
an Laudrup, who did most to un- 
dermine their optimism for the 
Eureopean Championship finals 
in last night's friendly at the 
Parker Stadium. 

Each lit up a balmy evening 
with a goal in an electrifying 
first-half display, which both em- 
phasised the folly of writing off 
the European champions and 
highlighted the size of the task 
facing" Craig Brown's side in 
England. 

The Danes took only seven 
minutes to breach the Scottish 
defence - arguably their most 
consistent unit during the qual- 
ifying campaign - which had re- 
quired re-structuring because of 
the injuries to Colin Calder- 
wood and Alan McLaren. 

Colin Hendry, whose flaxen 
mane made him look more 
Viking-like than any of the 
Danes, allowed Mikkel Beck to 
get goal-side of him on the 
Scots' left touchline. The Ger- 
man-based striker, linked with 


a summer transfer to Rangers, 
cut inside before looking up to 
see two red shirts converging in 
support and only Stewart 
McKimmie covering back. 

Beck laid the bail back, his 
pass taking a slight deflection off 
the lone Scots defender and sit- 
ting obligingly for Michael Lau- 
drup. The Danish captain, 
whose move into semi-retire- 
ment in Japan looks premature 
to say the least, fired across Jim 
Leighton for his 35th goal in 87 
internationals. 

Scotland were indebted to 
Leighton for two fine saves af- 
ter they were again exposed by 
Denmark's quickfire passing. 
With only 25 minutes gone, 
Brian Laudrup sent Beck clear, 
only for the 37-year-old keep- 
er to save with a leg. Lars 
Olsen, the libero, was next to 
find on embarrassing amount of 
space. This time. Leighton 
dropped sharply to his left to 
beat out a shot from point-blank 
range. 

In between the two near- 
misses. Leighton's successor at 
Old Trafford. Peter Schmc- 
ichel, did well to parry Kevin 
Gailacher's goalbound drive 
after Gary McAllister and John 
Spencer had carved through the 
defence. It proved only the 
briefest of respites, Denmark 
doubling their advantage alter 
27 minutes. 


Everton pursue Woan 


Everton have made a £3m bid 
for the Nottingham Forest 
winger Ian Woan. Joe Hoyle, the 
Everton manager, has made 
an inquiiy for the Liverpool- 
bom Woan. who was rejected by 
the dub when he was a 
teenager. 

Everton plan three or four 
signings in the summer and 
Woan has emerged as favourite 
for the position down the left 
which would mean a departure 
for Anders limpar. Nottingham 
Forest have confirmed Ever- 
ton's interest, although Totten- 
ham arc also actively pursuing 
the player. 

Brazil's Romano could face 
a four-game suspension at a cru- 
cial phase of the Rio state 
championship. The Tribunal of 


Sports Justice is investigating 
whether the Flamengo striker 


was guilty of “immoral and un- 
sporting conduct" in last Sun- 
day's game against their arch 
rivals Flurainense. 

Flamengo were down 2-1 
with two minutes left when Ro- 
mano raced up the right wing 
and fired in the equaliser. Then 
he ran towards Fluminense 
fans with his hand raised and 
middle finger extended. 

If found guilty tomorrow, 
Romano faces a suspension of 
up to four games, which could 
be disastrous for Flaraengo’s 
chances in the Rio de Janeiro 
stale championship. 

■ The former Manchester City 
chairman Peter Swales is recov- 
ering in intensive care after suf- 
fering a heart attack. Swales 
became ill on Monday but is said 
to be improving in Manchester’s 
Wythenshawe Hospital. 


SCOTLAND O-S-2): MgMon (Has); MdGm- 
rata (Abenteenl, Hendry ©ackbwrtf. Boyd 
iCettici: Buriey (Chelsea). McCafl i Rangers), 
M rABn te r fleedS),CoBn».T8»ct g ntoy tlxAn 
Cane): Gatladber (Blackburn). Spencer 
IChebea). Substitutes: Gemma) (Notrni 
Forest) for McCafl h-t Gonun (Ranges) far 
Logman h-e McCoist (Rangers) tar Spencer. 
72: Jackson (Hbsj (or Gatocher. 72; W 
MctOniay (Blackburn) tor Hendry, 7S. 
Referee: J Wegpreet (Netherlands). 


Spurs rights issue, page 21 
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RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP FINAL 

St Helens’ and Bradford’s centres of excellence 


/ S* 


The game was a family affair. 
Michael Laudrup threaded a 
sublime pass through a square 
back line to Brian, who ran from 
just inside Scotland’s half before 
rounding Leighton and calmly 
converting his own 1 1th goal in 
62 caps. 

The same combination 


promptly produced a similar 
chance for Brian, which he sent 
a yard wide, while a header by 
West Ham's Marc Riepergave 
Leighton further scope to un- 
derline his claim to the goal- 
keeping jersey before Andy 
Goram took over after the in- 
terval. 

The crowd were by now in 
carnival mood, and with 
Michael Laudrup turning on the 
kind of trickery that Jim Bax- 
ter used to serve up on the do- 
mestic stage, Scotland could 
have been forgiven for opting 
for a damage- Imitation exercise 
in the second half. 

Instead, they tried to carry the 
game bravely to Denmark. 
First, McAllister linked with 
Scot Gemmili to set up John 
Spencer, whose shot was 
blocked by Thom as Helveg be - 
fore it could trouble Morgans 
Krogh, the third of the half-time 
replacements. 

The roles were then reversed 
as the lively Spencer picked out 
McAllister's surging run from 
midfield. Although the captain's 
drive clearly dipped a defender 
on its way behind, the referee's 
award of a goal kick was symp- 
tomatic of Scotland’s travails. 

Undaunted, McAllister let fly 
with a powerful rising drive 
from fully 30 yards with 20 
minutes remaining. Krogh, div- 
ing spectacularly to his left, 
fisted the ball to safety. A spate 
of substitutions did little to en- 
hance the flow of the game, yet 
Denmark could be more than 
satisfied with their night’s work. 

DENMARK r 1 -2-5-21: SctaMtehd (Man lAd); 
Olsen (Braodby); Rtaper (Wes Ham). Ringer 
(Brondby): Hdwt (Utfreseh Thomsen ilp- 
stwch), M Laudnqj (R&il MadrM), B NMaan, 
Scttionbog (both Odense): Beck (Forama 
Cologne), B Lawhvp (Rangers). Substitutes: 
Krogji (Brondty) forSctwvscW, fr-t; Laurcen 
(STket'Ori!) for Risager. 81: A Metwm iBmnd- 
ty) tor MLaudrup. 85. 
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Backing up: Scotland^ captain, Gary McAffister, finds his way blocked by two Danish defenders in Copenhagen last night Photograph: Nick Hewrtt/Empics 


Czechs expose Irish shortcomings 


RUPERT METCALF 


reports from Prague 
Czech Republic 
Republic of Ireland 


Two games, two defeats is the 
record so far for Mick McCarthy 
as he introduces the Republic 
of Ireland to life after Jack 
Charlton. While yesterday's 
scoreline in the Strahov stadium 
did not entirely reflect the bal- 
ance of play, there are still 
some pressing problems for the 
new man to deal with. 

In the first half, Ireland were 
on top and made but missed 
several chances against ^lack- 
lustre Czech side, whose form 
gave few clues as to how they 
took four points off the Dutch 
on the way to the European 
Championship finals. After the 
interval, however, the home 
team pushed hard on the ac- 
celerator pedal, and Martin 
Frvdek and the dangerous Pavel 
Kuka scored goals which must 


have made McCarthy, a former 
centre-half, wince. 

At least the Irish have found 
a new goalkeeper. Shay Given, 
third choice at Blackburn 
Rovers but a hero at Sunder- 
land. where his form durinc an 
extended loan spell has done 
mud) to help Peter Reid's side 
into the Premiership, made 
several outstanding saves and 
was blameless for the goals. 


having been left horribly ex- 
posed on both occasions. 


posed on both occasions. 

Apart from Given, Ireland's 
outstanding player was Ray 
Houghton, who never stopped 
running and was involved in 
most of the good things done by 
his team. But, at 34, he is hardly 
a long-term prospect. Of the 
younger brigade, only Liver- 
pool's Mark Kennedy, playing 
just behind the front two. kwked 
the part. Middlesbrough's Alan 
Moore, winning his first cap as 
Niall Quinns striking partner, 
found the step up from the 
Pontins League to international 
football too high to cope with. 


After a slow start, the Czechs 
missed the first real chance 
when Kuka sent a free header 
over the bar in the 19th minute, 
but for the rest of the opening 
period it was the visitors who did 
the pressing. Less than a minute 
after Kukn's miss Quinn also sent 
a free header, from a Kennedy 
free-kick, just off target. Three 
minutes later, from a Denis 
Irwin cross from the left, Quinn 
again won the ball in the air and 
forced Pelt Kouha to save. 

The Czech goalkeeper was 
soon called into action again, sav- 


ing at Houghton's feet after 
Kennedy had delivered a good 


Kennedy had delivered a good 
low cross. Then Kennedy went 
for goal himself, cutting in from 
the left and forcing a save from 
Kouba at his near post Moments 
later, Irwin claimed a penalty in 
vain when he was bundled off the 
ball by Radoslav Lata] as he was 
heading for the byline. 

Kuka, who had scored twice 
in Dublin when the Czechs 
gained a 3-1 friendly win just be- 
fore the 1994 World Cup, was 


denied by Given sprawling at his 
feet in the 33rd minute but that 
was an isolated raid by the 
home side. Before the break 
Miroslav Kadlec had cleared off 
the line from Kennedy and 
Townsend had seen his 25-yard 
shot pushed aside by Kouba. 

It was a different story, 
though, after the interval. In the 
56th minute Kuka got round 
Given for the first time but his 
path was blocked by two de- 
fenders. Five minutes later the 
home side were ahead: Radek 
Bejbl put Kuka through as the 
Irish defence stopped to plead 
offside against Radek DrulaJc, 
Kuka drew Given and slipped 
the ball sideways for Fevdek to 
shoot into an empty net. 

There was worse to follow for 
the Irish: in the 69th minute the 
defence was once again caught 
square as Pavel Hapal sent 
Kuka racing in on goal. He did 
the job himself this time, round- 
ing Given to score with ease. 

The marauding Patrik Berger 
twice came close as Ireland 


tired. Quinn, with a header, and 
Moore, with a .!.ot from 
Quinn's knock-down, had late 
chances, but Kouba was equal 
to both challenges: % 

McCarthy admitted that both 
goals came" from “our sloppy 
play” and “bad defending" but 
praised Given - "he's a massive 
talent** and Houghton. “1 can't 
discard a player of such talent," 
the manager said. “Ray can play > 
anywhere, he's such an inteflf j 
gent player." How McCarttijp 
must wish he could find a f'bfjl 
more like him. 


CZECH REPUBLIC U 2 5-Z<: Kouba 
Plague); Kadlec (htwerstautem). Horn JBaSr 
ta Prague), Repha tSowu Pra©^BB3&' 
fScftako 041. ftydek iSmtU PrapJUtoma- 
CQk (Senate). Botgar iBwusgu Dr«Pid). Kn- 
pal iTenenfei; Drtriak (Petra DrJffcey, Kuka 
iKaneraJautem). Substitutes .,‘Xub (h (Pmra 
pirewice) tof Kadlec, h-t; Bejl^Slavw PiMuei 
tor Nemecek. h-e Medved c/Garra Praguei (nr 
U*al. 59; Rada IStgma OUrtouci hr Hamah. 
73: KortX (Sigma Ctamouci <W hiAa, 78. 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND i3-4-l-2|; Given 
I Blackburn Povws): Cunningham WirrtOle- 
don). McOrath itfcnw v«». Babb lUueiMon. 
Kanoa (Blackburn Rovers). Houghton (Crysal 
Palace), Townsend , Aston Viliai. Intel (Man- 
cfjKtor Unted): Kennedy (U.wpoofl: Moore 
iMUMnWOutfi), Quinn (Manchester City, 
Substitutes: Ffemnig IMiddfeSboutfii ttrliwn. 
in.; Dated iCovemryi lor Babb, 56. 

Referee: H Strampe (Gerruanyi. 


Sexton happy in defeat 


Dave Sexton, the England Un- 
der-21 coach, takes his squad lo 
the Toulon tournament next 
month in buoyant mood despite 
a 1-0 defeat bv Croatia at Sun- 
derland on Tuesday night. 

Sexton was delighted with the 
way his stand-by players 
equipped themselves after six 
original members of his cast 
dropped out. 

Richard Rufus, the C'harlion 
defender, was one of eight new 
caps and marked his dehul by 
being named captain. Rufus 
came within inches of opening 
the scoring when a header 
thumped against the bar and 
Sexton said: "I thought he was 
tremendous." 

England rallied in the second 
half after Jurica Vucko had 
scored in the 54th minute, tak- 
ing advantage as goalkeeper 
Chris Day beat away u shot from 
Anli^ Covic. Vucko nearly 


added a second before Ben 
Thatcher and then Chris Hol- 
land threatened the Croat goal. 
“It was a great work-out For us 
and a lot of good things came 
out of the game." Sexton said, 
“f told the lads not lo he too dis- 
appointed. It was a highly com- 
petitive game and they rose lo 
the challenge. 

"The difference was that 
Croatia converted one of their 
chances. The}' have good skill 
and work hard for each other. 
That is quite a combination. As 
a nation they have always pro- 
duced good footballers yet 
somehow have missed out on 
major honours. Perhaps that will 
change one day. 

“if was quite a hard intro- 
duction for some of my lads but 
this experience will stand them 
in good stead. I am sure of that." 

The Croats always looked the 
more comfortable of the two 


sides on the ball and Vucko was 
a constant threat- as was Ivan 
June in midfield and Davor Vu- 
grincc up front. 

Newcastle's Holland showed 
in flashes why his manager. 
Kevin Keegan, reckons he is 
similar in style to Paul Gas- 
coigne. Rufus read the game 
well at the back while Terry 
Cooke and Bruce Dyer tried 
hard to get England back into 
the match. 

Sexton now takes his squad 
let the south of France before 
embarking on the European 
qualifiers- in September. Toulon 
will give him another selection 
guideline as the opposition 
comes in the shape of Angola, 
Belgium, Brazil and Portugal. 

England were losing semi-fi- 
nalists Iasi year when they in- 
cluded the Manchester United ■ 
players. Phil Neville and David , 
Beckham. 


ACROSS 

I One boarding jet with anima- 
tion (6) 

5 Unpleasant cha racier is follow- 
ing Duke during Saturday (6) 

8 Woman Emding’wjnieihinc pnr- 

. lentous in past marvels (9) 

9 Ocean pans. Turning Kick in 
haste (:*) 

I I Vegetable (o take in water, we 
hearts) 

12 Speech problem, speech initially 
with no promise for amendment 
1 10) 

13 Unfancied? Form indicates de- 
feat convincingly ( 8) 

15 Runs in when working to cause 
offence {5) 

1 7 Problem chess opponent? {51 

1 9US city - endless respect there 
given to impressive thing (8) 


—Wine quality? This gives an in- 
dication or the body tIO) 

23 Remain, for instance, bolding 
end of it (4) 


6 Ridiculous road speed - 1 slop 
at ^othing , . (9) 

7 Foreign agents ensnaring Com- 


Hat-tricks keep Watford alive 


^Body-builder’s display, turning 
bade verv larec bull (5) 


back very large bull (?) 

261 conspire to spoil accuracy (9) 
27No envy, &aY - united in backing 
agreement (61 
287 nc wav to travd ~ go by 
Shanks'pony! (6) 


mimity type (7) 

8 What happens when contents of 
eases conflict? (6-5) 


DOWN 

2 Motive for priest taking English 
lesson from Bible (7) 

3 Mass disturbance? There's only 
three, start to finish (4) 

4 What intruder will do well, pok- 
ing into lock (S) 

5 Notice, during stage perfor- 
mance. a lighting effect? (6) 


10 Yon man round crooks? (5.6) 
14Learncr no use with car. unfor- 
tunately prone to taking things 
illegally (9) 

16 Noblewoman lo isrve mftncncc 
mostly over Hardy heroine (S) 
ISTea arid a smQc will cope with 
vexauon (7) 

3) Just convened, as it were, end 
not yet tested (7) 

21 Bert to block crime - stay at 
home (4.2) 

24 Row of scats - it's taken up with 
hesitation (4) 


tie Iwgcrt word fcacaa from VBlG8tM Satirt^iScrariricCtBlPnBfT 

Win a Franklin Language Master worth £25 


CALL 0891 311 017 

To enter, phone GS9 1 31 1 01 7 before midnight with lire answers lo the first three solutions acrosss and down. Leave 
vour answers, your name, address and daytime leJcphom:. Winners u-ill be selected Eton all correa entries rece b vd. 
No cash ulicntaiivc. Normal Newspaper Publishing rules appW. Editor's decision is Gnat Winners' names can be rfv 
toined bv scndinc an SAE to Franklin Independent Crossword. 7 Windmill Business Village, Brooklands dose. 

Sun bury r TW16 7DS'. Calls enM 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per mature all other rimes. 


Swindon wercycstenlay ahlc lo 
relax and look forward to com- 
peting in the First Division 
next season, and they may yet 
be playing Watford. ’ 

While Sieve McMahon's men 
were clinching lop spot in the 
Second Division with a 3-1 win 
at Chesterfield iast night, Gra- 
ham Taylor's rejuvenated Vic- 
arage Road side were keeping 
their survival hopes alive uith a 
6-3 demolition of Grimsby. 

David Connolly hit his second 
hat-lriek in four games and Craig 
Ramagc also struck a treble to 
give Watford a sporting chance 
of staging an amazing escape act 
by winning their last two games. 

Swindon were promoted at the 
weekend and last night's win. 
which dented Chesterfield’s play- 
off hopes, won. them the title. 


Luton must take maximum 
points from their remaining 
three mulches if they are to avoid 
travelling in the opposite direc- 
tion to Swindon after a 
Ml defeat at Port Vale left them 
three points adrift of Watford. 

Stockport missed out on a 
chance lo consolidate their am- 
bitions of promotion from the 
Second Division when their 
fine away form deserted them 
in a 2-0 defeat at Rotherham. 

But Bristol Rovers kept 
themselves in contcnlion for the 
play-offs with a Ml victory at 
Burnley achieved courtesy of 
Marcus Stewart's 29th goal of 
the season. The Pintles are 
now seventh, level on points 
with sixth-placed Wrexham. 

Oxford will definitely he in- 
volved in the play-offs - unless 


they can seal automatic promo- 
tion. They put six past Shrews- 
bury at the Manor Ground, 
bringing up Jim goals in ;ril com- 
petitions this seitton and putting 
themselves within two points of 
second-placed Blackpool. 

Notts County are almost cer- 
tain of a play-off place after 
their 2-1 victory over Brighton, 
which relegates the Seagulls lo 
the Third Division. But Carlisle 
gave themselves a lifeline with 
a 2-0 win over York which 
leaves the Minstermen still in 
trouble, along with Burnley. 

Darlington are certain of a 
Third Division play-off place af- 
ter winning I -I) at Hereford, 
while Chester kept up their 
challenge by beating Northamp- 
ton with the only goal at the 
Deva Stadium. 
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